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RUFF JUSTICE AS TOP DOGS GET THEIR AWARDS AT PARK SHOW 



CANINE competitors of all breeds battled 
it out at a Sandwell park to be named the 
best of the best. 

Dog owners and their furry friends 
flocked to Tividale Park to show off their 
talents at the second Paws 4 Thought event. 

The fun dog show and agility displays 
wowed the crowds on Sunday. 

Among the winners was Harley, a Labra- 
doodle who claimed the Best in Show and 
Waggiest Tale awards. 

It was all organised by The Friends of 
Tividale Park, K9 Search UK and Sandwell 
Council Parks Team, with hundreds of 
pounds being raised for the park and var¬ 
ious charities including the Husky Educa¬ 
tion Aid Rescue Team. 


Jennie Dhanjal, who is the founder of K9 
Search UK, said: “The turnout was good, 
much better than last year - there was a 
couple of hundred I reckon. 

“It was a good day, a really good day. 
There were 10 classes, including best in 
show. There was an award for Golden 
Oldie, for dogs aged eight and over, and a 
rescue dog won that. Her name is Lippy, she 
is riddled with cancer and has a cleft lip so 
it was quite emotional. 

“She is around 11 or 12, a Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier - a gorgeous dog who still does 
plenty of running about. 

“There was also awards for Most Hand¬ 
some Male and Dog Most Like Its Owner, 
and people seemed to enjoy it.” 



Olivia-Megan Mole, aged three, with Bailey 


IN-FIGHTING FUELS 
LABOUR WALKOUT 


TWO Sandwell councillors have quit Labour over ‘de¬ 
structive in-fighting’ that they say is stopping the party 
from properly representing the public. 

Bristnall councillor Steven Frear and former mayor Barbara Price, 
who represents Rowley, will now serve as independents after resign¬ 
ing the party whip. 

It came as the authority’s leader Steve Eling warned that more Labour councillors 
were likely to quit in the coming days. He said the exodus from Labour’s ranks is part 
of the fallout from former deputy leader Councillor Mahboob Hussain’s failed bid to 


quash the publication of the Wragge report 
into alleged misconduct. 

Mr Frear said he believed the party and 
its members had become ‘too distracted by 
internal politics and conflict’ and had ‘lost 
sight’ of the reasons why they were elected. 

He added: “As an independent coun¬ 
cillor, I am now free of such destructive 
in-fighting to focus on what’s important 
and that is to represent my own neighbour¬ 
hood and its residents, which I have done 
for the last decade.” 

Mrs Price said: “I didn’t take the decision 
to stand down lightly but I have to stand 
by my principles.There is a lot of in-fight¬ 
ing among the group.” Mr Eling said he 
expects more Labour councillors to stand 
down. “There are some people aligned 
with Mahboob Hussain who are clearly not 
happy. The reality is that the Labour group 
in Sandwell is working better now than it 
has done in a long, long time.” 

Meanwhile, the number of councillors’ 
representations on behalf of their ward 
have also been revealed, with one raising 
ZERO residents’ concerns last year. 

Mohinder Singh Tagger, of West Brom¬ 
wich Central, logged no queries between 
May 2016 and April this year. It comes 


Report by Peter Madeley 


after the councillor put forward just 
ONE piece of council casework in the 
previous 12 months. 

New figures revealed under a Freedom 
of Information request showed a huge 
disparity in the amount of work carried 
out by councillors - with the cabinet 
member for children’s services, Council¬ 
lor Simon Hackett the busiest with more 
than 1,000 pieces of casework done. 

Council leader, Steve Eling, said a 
number of members had disputed the 
figures in relation to the work they did. 

Councillor Hackett, who represents 
the Friar Park ward, was among those 
who raised the highest number of con¬ 
cerns between May 2016 and April 2017. 
He was top with 1086 queries logged, 
followed by Councillor Eling with 423 
and Councillor Paul Moore, of Hate- 
ley Heath, with 346. Councillor Tagger 
was contacted by the Chronicle’s sister 
paper, the Express & Star but made no 
comment on the FOI’s findings. 

• The full list of FOI figures can be 
seen at expressandstar.com 


Officer Lilly’s wish comes true 



Lilly Bradley proudly wears a police hat during her day 
being a police officer in Wednesbury 


A FIVE-YEAR-OLD girl who is bat¬ 
tling cancer spent a day being a police 
officer as part of her wish list. 

Lilly Bradley, from West Brom¬ 
wich, along with her seven brothers 
and sisters, spent time in the cells 
at Wednesbury station, got to hop 
aboard police bikes and cars, dress 
up in uniform and cuddle the force’s 
German shepherd puppies. 

While they also had their finger¬ 
prints taken and got to handcuff an 
officer. The visit was arranged by 
Police Community Support Officer 
Bernadette Pochron. 

Lilly was diagnosed with Stage 4 
cancer — neuroblastoma - in 2015 
and underwent her last round of 
treatment in March with doctors say¬ 
ing it is too dangerous to carry out 
anymore. She is considered stable al¬ 
beit not free of the disease. However 
her family are trying fulfil as many 
of her wishes as possible should her 
condition deteriorate in the future. 

He mum Rachel said: “Lilly wanted 
to make a wish list of things for a 
memory book. 

“She had a brilliant day with the 
police and couldn’t pick out her fa¬ 
vourite bit as there were so many - 
but her biggest smiles were with the 
police puppies and getting to press 
the sirens in the police cars.” 

PCSO Pochron, added: “We had a 


ACCIDENT 

Cyclist, 12, injures 
head in collision 

A CYCLIST suffered a head injury after 
a crash with a car. The 12-year-old was 
anaesthetised by an air ambulance doc¬ 
tor after the collision. The incident hap¬ 
pened in Ormond Road in Rubery at about 
12.45pm on Sunday. 

An ambulance was on scene in five min¬ 
utes and was backed up by a paramedic 
officer and the Midlands Air Ambulance 
from Cosford with the MERIT trauma doc¬ 
tor and a critical care paramedic. 

A spokesman said: “An off-duty nurse 
was tending to the child when ambulance 
staff arrived.” The youngster was taken to 
the paediatric major trauma centre at Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital. 

HEALTH 

Teen pregnancies 
for borough drop 

TEENAGE pregnancies in Sandwell 
continue to drop, say borough health 
experts. Health profiles published 
by Public Health England showed 
Sandwell residents’ health was below 
the national average. 

Rates of long-term unemployment, 
diabetes and childhood obesity were 
also all above the national average. 

Public health chief Councillor Elaine 
Costigan, said: “Our infant mortality 
rate is lower this year than previous 
years. However, we know we have a 
real challenge around obesity.” 

LEISURE 

Maintenance work 
to see pools close 

BOTH pools at Smethwick Swimming 
Centre will be closed for three weeks while 
essential maintenance work is carried out. 

Additional swimming times are available 
at nearby Langley Swimming Centre. 

The gym, dance studio, sauna and 
steam facilities will remain open as usual 
at the centre in Thimblemill Road. 

Work will start from August 28. 
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M54 drivers speeding on hard shoulder 



Cars on the M54 hard shoulder 


WITNESSES said it was like something from 
the Fast and the Furious films as about a dozen 
cars chased along the hard shoulder of the M54 
during rush hour. 

Undertaking the traffic, the cars and 4x4s 
swerved in and out of the main lanes to avoid 
slower moving vehicles. 

Race 

About 12 vehicles were seen travelling from 
the M6 on the M54 between junctions two and 
three going towards Telford. Witnesses said they 
were amazed there wasn’t a crash, and that it re¬ 
minded them of the Fast and the Furious movies. 

Dashcam footage was captured by driver Ra¬ 


chel Jenkins, who said: “I got on the M6 at Junc¬ 
tion 10 and I noticed cars speeding to get on the 
motorway there but I thought nothing of it. 

“Then when I reached the M54 exit I noticed 
about four sports cars and about four 4x4 swerv¬ 
ing in and out of traffic. 

“As I drove further along the M54 more started 
to whizz down the hard shoulder and stopping 
traffic, which I think was to allow them to race. 

“In total about 12 cars used the hard shoulder 
to get ahead. 

“Luckily there weren’t any accidents, which is 
amazing really.” 

Anybody with information should call police 
on 101. 


Teacher banned over 
texts to school pupils 


A TEACHER who texted pupils 
outside of school hours and 
gave them a lift home in his car 
has been banned from the pro¬ 
fession indefinitely. 

Krzysztof Weber was found guilty of con¬ 
duct which breached professional bound¬ 
aries whilst working at George Salter 
Academy in West Bromwich between Sep¬ 
tember 2014 and April last year. 

During his time at the secondary, which 
has more than 1,200 pupils, the 40-year-old 
sent text messages to one boy at weekends, 
during the evening and in the early hours 
of the morning and also communicated 
with him on Facebook in breach of rules. 

He gave another boy his personal mo¬ 
bile number and drove both of them home 
without seeking their parents’ consent. 
Mr Weber also posted content of a ‘sex¬ 
ual nature’ onto his Facebook page while 
employed at Bishop Walsh Catholic School 
in Sutton Coldfield, where he had worked 
since 2002, which he spoke about with for¬ 
mer pupils. 

A professional conduct panel of the Na¬ 
tional College for Teaching and Leadership 
sitting in Coventry concluded Mr Weber’s 
conduct ‘fell significantly short of the 
standards expected of the profession’. 

A report by Alan Meyrick, on behalf of 
the Secretary of State for Education, con¬ 
cluded: “The findings of misconduct are 
serious and the conduct displayed would 
likely have a negative impact on the in¬ 
dividual’s status as a teacher, potentially 
damaging the public perception.” 

He added: “In light of the panel’s find¬ 
ings against Mr Weber, involving activities 
which meant that Mr Weber failed to main¬ 
tain appropriate professional boundaries 
whilst employed at both the School and 
the Academy, protection of pupils is an im¬ 
portant factor given the boundaries issues 
identified.” Mr Weber was banned from 
teaching in any school, sixth form college, 
youth accommodation or children’s home 
in England. He cannot appeal for at least 
two years. 


Wolves fan’s cheeky fundraiser 



Stuart McGann from EJ Hardware, Carisa Coley from Acorns Fundraising Team and Rambo 


A ‘BAGGIES Tax’ has helped bring 
in thousands of pounds for charity 
at Wolves fan’s hardware shop. 

EJ McGann Hardware on 
Queslett Road, Great Barr has 
raised £13,272.44 for Acorns Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospice, which provides 
care and support for life-limited 
and life-threatened children and 
their families. 

Shop owner Stuart McGann, 
aged 38, is a Wolves fan and it was 
an idea of his father, Ted, to urge 
supporters of rivals Albion to help 


with his fundraising efforts by pop¬ 
ping a bit of change in a pot when 
they visited the shop. 

Stuart credited customers, the 
local community and his dog, 
Rambo for helping raise such an 
amount. “It all started with my 
dad, Ted, who started fundraising 
for Acorns at his golf club,” he said. 

“Things have snowballed since 
then and we organise events all 
year round to help raise money. 
Friends, family and customers all 
like to get involved and Rambo 


likes to think he’s helping too - he 
makes sure customers don’t leave 
the shop without putting couple of 
pennies in the pot.” 

Carisa Coley, from the fundrais¬ 
ing team at Acorns in the Black 
Country, which is based in Wal¬ 
sall, said: “We’re so grateful. What 
they’ve achieved over the years has 
been absolutely fantastic.” 

To help Acorns continue its 
work, find out how you can get in¬ 
volved by visiting www.acorns.org. 
uk 


Chiefs pledge 
to crack down 
on travellers' 
illegal camps 

TRAVELLERS have been warned that 
illegal camps will not be tolerated in 
Sandwell after tough new powers to 
move unwanted visitors on in record 
time were used. 

Sandwell Council said it would take 
‘swift action’ in a bid to deter travellers 
from pitching up illegally. 

The warning comes after a group 
was moved on from a car park at Great 
Bridge Market Place four-and-a-half 
hours after arriving at 8am on Wednes¬ 
day. Council and police officers were in¬ 
volved. 

The three caravans then transferred 
to the Ridgacre Industrial Estate in 
West Bromwich but were followed by 
council officials and ordered to leave. 
They were gone by 3pm. 

Residents have previously had to wait 
more than a week for groups to be moved 
and local authority chiefs are now confi¬ 
dent they are equipped with the powers 
to stop travellers from causing misery in 
the borough. 

The industrial estate is one of 17 
council-owned sites that are covered by 
injunctions banning encampments as of 
June. A legal travellers site was also set 
up in Smethwick earlier this year. 

The land, near Black Patch Park, is a 
designated area for encampments. 

Chiefs continue 
pigeons message 

COUNCIL bosses are continuing to 
urge people to stop feeding pigeon’s in 
town centre’s. It comes as a campaign 
was launched last month, with signs put 
up around West Bromwich town centre, 
warning that fines of up to £75 could be 
handed out for littering or leaving food. 

Sandwell Council tweeted: “Please 
don’t feed the pigeons in our town cen¬ 
tres. They’re a nuisance, cause damage 
to buildings & are a health risk.” 

The new signs followed concerns 
about the number of pigeons in West 
Bromwich - and the problems infesta¬ 
tion’s cause. 

Sandwell Council and West Bromwich 
Business Improvement District (BID) 
are concerned about damage to build¬ 
ings, nuisance for shoppers and busi¬ 
nesses and risks to public health. 

Rubbish fire put 
out by fire crews 

A PILE of rubbish caught fire on an em¬ 
bankment near a road before the blaze 
was extinguished by firefighters. 

West Midlands Fire Service was called 
to Nelson Street in Oldbury at 12.24am 
on Sunday where a quantity of waste 
was on fire. 



UPVC CLEANING SPECIALISTS 

UPVC Conservatory interior & exterior valet UPVC Windows/Doors professionally cleaned UPVC Cladding cleaned Car ports 
cleaned UPVC Fascia & soffit boards cleaned UPVC Porches cleaned • Blocked guttering cleared • External guttering cleaned 
Block paving & driveway / slabs cleaned Caravan and Mobile Home Cleaning Solar Panel Cleaning Building Work Clean 


FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 

www.rydaleservices.co.uk 


A member of the Rydale Group 


Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, 
Halesowen, West Midlands 
B62 9LS. 
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Jobless to 
get £4.5m 
aid to help 
find work 

THOUSANDS of people in the West 
Midlands will be offered extra help to 
find work through a £4.5m initiative. 

The money from the Department 
for Work and Pensions is to help peo¬ 
ple find work and progress in their 
career. 

The scheme is being developed and 
delivered by the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority, in partnership with 
government, and is expected to help 
support 4,500 people - including disa¬ 
bled and older people. 

Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions, David Gauke said: “We 
have record numbers of people in 
work which is great news, but there 
are still people missing out on the 
available opportunities because of 
barriers to employment. 

Progress 

“The West Midlands will be leading 
the way in trialling a new approach to 
employment support, which will help 
more vulnerable groups find and pro¬ 
gress in work. 

“This pilot is yet another step for¬ 
ward in our efforts to help people of 
all backgrounds enjoy the benefits of 
work, and will boost the wide ranging 
support we currently offer.” 

Communities Secretary and Mid¬ 
lands Engine Ministerial Champion 
Sajid Javid added: “This employment 
pilot will trial new approaches to help 
the most disadvantaged people.” 

Cancelled ops 
on the increase 

THE number of cancelled operations 
at Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hos¬ 
pital has risen this year. 

A total of 37 operations were can¬ 
celled in June. This number surpassed 
the highest figure so far in 2017, 
which saw 33 operations cancelled in 
January. A total of 78 operations have 
been cancelled by the trust so far this 
year. 

The latest figures were released in 
the Integrated Performance and Mon¬ 
itoring report, discussed at a meeting 
of hospital bosses. The report said: 
“A root cause analysis continues to 
be undertaken for every cancelled op¬ 
eration for non-medical reasons and 
continues to be reviewed weekly at 
the divisional managers performance 
meeting.” 


Game fair on way 

THE Midland Game Fair comes to 
Weston Park on September 16 and 17. 

The show is one of the most cele¬ 
brated events on the country calendar 
and covers an eclectic range of tradi¬ 
tional rural sporting activities. 


warden fines man after he pays 



Picture shows car within the line 


A PARKING warden slapped a driver 
with a fine because his car wasn’t ‘in 
a proper bay’ - even though it can be 
seen parked within two white lines. 

The attendant was confronted by fu¬ 
rious motorist Tom Moore in a council 
car park in Wolverhampton. 

Despite footage showing his car be¬ 
tween the two lines, the warden told 
Mr Moore he was not parked in a bay. 
The incident occurred in the Snow Hill 
car park, close to the Wulfrun Centre. 

A council spokesman said Mr Moore 
had parked in a bay which was painted 
over in December and was no longer a 


valid space. The spokesman said the 
behaviour the warden was subjected 
to was ‘aggressive, abusive and unac¬ 
ceptable’. 

Mr Moore, who had bought a ticket 
for his vehicle, filmed the confronta¬ 
tion, and can be heard saying: “Appar¬ 
ently this isn’t a bay. These lines aren’t 
there. Yet this woman think it’s OK.” 
His camera is then pushed away by the 
warden, who tells him: “You’re still 
getting a ticket.” 

As the footage continues, Mr Moore 
insists he has every right to film the 
warden in public. 


Another driver seems gobsmacked he 
is being given a ticket - asking: “How’s 
that not a bay?” The warden walks off, 
saying: “I’m going to sue you.” 

Mr Moore posted the footage to Face- 
book with the caption: “I’ve just had 
a parking ticket even though I paid.” 
The video has been shared thousands 
of times online, with many posters on 
social media supporting Mr Moore’s 
plight. A Wolverhampton council 
spokesman said: “ 

“If someone wants to disagree with 
a decision regarding a penalty charge 
notice, there is an official process.” 


Charity boss leaves after 
racial abuse conviction 



Susan Dimmock 


A CHARITY boss who racially 
abused a taxi driver has now left her 
post, it has been revealed. 

Susan Dimmock, the former deputy 
chief executive of Steps To Work, was 
found guilty of racially aggravated har¬ 
assment earlier this year. 

The Walsall-based charity helps people in the 
Black Country and 
Staffordshire into 
employment. Bosses 
at the charity said 
that following an 
investigation, Dim¬ 
mock is ‘no longer 
employed by Steps 
to Work’. 

A spokesman said 
the organisation had 
‘a zero tolerance 
policy on hate crime 
and cannot compro¬ 
mise on this’. Her profile page on the charity’s 
website has been removed. 

Dimmock, 52, of Edmonton Close, Cannock, 
racially abused taxi driver Muddasar Ali as he 
drove her home on October 31 last year. She 
denied racially aggravated harassment, but 
magistrates found her guilty after a trial in 
June. Dimmock was fined £623, told to pay a 
victim surcharge of £30 and court costs of £362. 

This sparked an internal probe by the char¬ 
ity, which culminated in her exit. 

A Steps to Work spokesman said: “After a 
thorough investigation conducted by the CEO 
and the vice chair of the board this matter has 
been concluded. As a result the employee is no 
longer employed by Steps to Work. As an or¬ 
ganisation we have a zero tolerance policy on 
hate crime and cannot compromise on this. 

Andrew Dimmock, 50, also of Edmonton 
Close, Cannock was convicted of assault and 
criminal damage by magistrates in relation to 
the same incident. 

He was fined £173 and ordered to pay a vic¬ 
tim surcharge of £30, £25 compensation and 
£362 court costs. 


Roaring time as battle recreated 



It’s all action as the Battle of Wednesfield enactment gets under way 


THE clash of swords, the bat¬ 
tering of shields and the roar of 
men - this is how the Battle of 
Wednesfield would have looked 
1,107 years ago. 

It was recreated in spectacular 
fashion during a special show. 

Hundreds watched as actors 
from Jorvik Vikingr reproduced 
the iconic event at Wednesfield 
High School. 


Thousands of men are thought 
to have perished in the bloody 
encounter in 910AD which was 
ultimately won by the Anglo-Sax¬ 
ons. It is regarded as an important 
event in the nation’s timeline and 
community leaders from Wednes¬ 
field are keen to make sure the 
battle is not forgotten. 

Young and old got into the me¬ 
dieval spirit with people walking 


around wearing old-fashioned 
garments and horned helmets. A 
march was also held through the 
town on Saturday, where people 
attending the festival carried out 
battle roars in front of local land¬ 
marks. 

The events were part of a com¬ 
munity day organised by the 
Wednesfield History Society, 
which is in its third year. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

53 jobs go after 
Marston’s deal 

THERE have been 53 redundan¬ 
cies following Wolverhampton-based 
brewery and pubs group Marston’s 
recent purchase of a Bedford brewer. 

The group is however continuing to 
invest in the Charles Wells brewery 
following the £55 million deal in May. 
Managing director of the group’s beer 
company Richard Westwood said that 
20 new staff were being hired for the 
warehousing and logistics side. 

There have been no redundancies 
affecting brewing staff and 85 people 
have been retained at Charles Wells. 
A few of the Bedford team have moved 
to the group headquarters in Chapel 
Ash. 

Racing ahead with 
top venue award 

BOSSES at Wolverhampton Race¬ 
course have been presented with their 
award for being voted the best small 
racecourse in the Midlands. 

Members of the Racegoers Club, 
the official supporters club for British 
Racing fans, voted for the racecourse, 
known as Dunstall Park. 

Jan Denning, commercial sales 
director, tweeted: “Proud moment, 
accepting the award for Best Small 
Racecourse - Midlands.” 

Voters scored on viewing experi¬ 
ence, facilities, food and beverage, at¬ 
mosphere and value for money. 

It's back, BGT is 
heading for city 

IT’S back! Britain’s Got Talent re¬ 
turns to Wolverhampton this month 
on the lookout for the next big star. 

Auditions for the hit ITV show are 
due to take place at the city’s Wulfrun 
Centre on August 25 from noon-4pm. 
Under 16s must be accompanied by a 
parent or responsible adult. 

You can audition in person, or via 
video, by uploading a clip online. Visit 
https://gottalent.fremantlemedia.com/ 
to complete an application form. 

Or you can audition by post on a 
DVD or memory stick. Deadline for 
online applications is December 31. 

Concern over new 
charges at library 

NEW charges to use computers at Wol¬ 
verhampton libraries have brought in. 

The council has introduced a two- 
hour limit on the free use of PCs 
followed by a charge of £1 per hour 
thereafter which the council said is to 
reduce waiting times. 

But John Costello, who runs the We 
Are The Shadows activist group, said 
the move is a “step too far.” He said 
many people have got used to using 
the computers to look for jobs. 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 



Only £ 90.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. * 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to gpr) 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmeMcalL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiajjshi^Trusts 

Members of the 5 

Goodwills 






KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 



m 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
0 We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Urgent action 
call on dirty air 

AN environmental charity has hit out 
at the Government’s air quality plan 
which they say will leave thousands of 
residents in Wolverhampton, Walsall, 
Sandwell and Dudley breathing in 
poisonous air. 

An analysis by Friends of the Earth 
reveals that there are no plans for ac¬ 
tion on dirty air across large parts of 
the West Midlands, despite toxic lev¬ 
els of pollution. 

Wolverhampton and Walsall are 
predicted to have illegal levels of air 
pollution until at least 2020, but ac¬ 
cording to the latest air quality plan, 
no action is required, and no action 
is planned for Dudley or Sandwell ei- 

Singers sought 
to join city choir 

A LEADING choir that has been en¬ 
tertaining crowds since 1943 is ap¬ 
pealing for new members. 

The City of Wolverhampton Or¬ 
pheus Male Voice Choir has made a 
huge impact on charities, collecting 
money for the likes of the Midland Air 
Ambulance and the Royal British Le¬ 
gion through fundraising events. 

The choir, over the last few years, 
has diminished in membership, 
mainly due to ill health or age. 

New members do not have to be able 
to read music. For further information 
about joining the choir or for details 
about future concerts go to the web¬ 
site, womvc.org or call 01902 337990. 

Surge In demand 
for electric cars 

MOTORISTS in the West Midlands 
are buying more electric cars than an¬ 
ywhere else in the country. 

There were 2,704 alternative fuel 
vehicles registered in the first half of 
the year in the region. Greater Lon¬ 
don saw 2,477 bought and Cambridge¬ 
shire 1,928. 

Campaign group Go Ultra Low re¬ 
vealed that more than 22,400 plug-in 
models were registered between Jan¬ 
uary and June 2017 nationally, a rise 
of 14.3 per cent on 2016. 

Trade mission 
targets Canada 

THE West Midlands Mayor is leading 
a trade mission to Canada this week 
in a bid to boost the region’s economy 
post-Brexit. 

Andy Street has been joined by 
Greater Birmingham Chambers of 
Commerce head Paul Faulkner on the 
trip to Toronto, where they will meet 
with business leaders to examine 
trade possibilities between the West 
Midlands and Canada. 


School expansion welcomed by MP 


A Black Country MP has welcomed 
the expansion of a primary school - 
saying it will benefit children ‘for 
years to come’. 

West Bromwich East MP and dep¬ 
uty leader of the Labour party Tom 
Watson made the comments as he 
paid a visit to Priory Primary school 
in Wednesbury. 

The Dorset Road-based site is 
adding a new classroom block to cre¬ 


ate 210 extra spaces - doubling the 
school’s overall capacity. 

Mr Watson said: “Parents in 
Wednesbury are crying out for more 
good school places for their children, 
and this exciting development will 
create just that. 

“This is an important investment 
by Sandwell Council and local kids 
will feel the benefits of these new fa¬ 
cilities for years to come.” 


The new extension has been built 
by modular construction company 
Portakabin. It features six new class¬ 
rooms, a specialist classroom, a dance 
studio and a staff room. 

The school capacity will increase 
from 210 to 420, bosses said. 

School headteacher Phillip Butcher 
said: “The new building will be a 
great addition to the Priory Primary. 
I’m looking forward to seeing it fin¬ 


ished and ready for the new term in 
September.” 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services, has 
also visited the site of the new build¬ 
ing. 

He said: “We need more school 
places to meet high demand. 

“We want as many parents as pos¬ 
sible to be able to get their child into 
their first choice of school.” 


£20m flood work on 
way to protect homes 


By David Cosgrove 


A £20 MILLION flood defence 
scheme in Sandwell to pro¬ 
tect more than 1,400 homes 
and businesses is set to be 
given the green light by coun¬ 
cil chiefs. 

The Environment Agency project 
aims to reduce the risk of flooding in 
Sandwell Valley and protect Forge Mill 
Farm in West Bromwich from damage. 

It has been in the works for more 
than three years but council bosses are 
now due to give it the go-ahead at a 
meeting taking place today, Thursday. 

Chiefs admitted the work will ‘have 
a significant visual impact’ on the sur¬ 
rounding area, but said its safety ben¬ 
efits outweigh the drawbacks. 

The first stage of work to strengthen 
the flood defences and river embank¬ 
ments is focused on Perry Barr and 
Witton. The second phase will focus 
on Sandwell Valley. 

Generations 

It has been recommended for ap¬ 
proval by council planning officers. 

A report for the meeting states: “The 
proposals are vital to public safety in 
managing any flooding issues for fu¬ 
ture generations but they will have 
a significant visual impact on the ap¬ 
pearance of this important local area. 

“However, I am satisfied that they 
would not harm the integrity of the 
area as designated Green Belt, a na¬ 
ture reserve or harm the Forge Mill 
Farm and Sandwell Valley as a popular 
visitor attraction. 

“There will of course be a lengthy 
construction process that will cause 
general disruption.” 

Council leader Steve Eling said: 
“Last year and the year before we 
had some properties flooded and on a 
couple if occasions when there’s been 
heavy rain and water has risen very 
quickly it has done a lot of damage.” 



Battle of Britain Spitfire pilot hero Ken dies 
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Ken shares a joke with the Duke of Cambridge during an event in 2015 at RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire 


ONE of the last surviving Spitfire pilots from the Battle 
of Britain, who lived in the West Midlands, has died. 

Ken Wilkinson, who was among those famously 
dubbed ‘The Few’ by Winston Churchill, was 99. 

The chartered surveyor, from Solihull, Birmingham, 
who once shared a risque joke with the Duke of Cam¬ 
bridge - and told him off for “flying choppers” - died 
last Monday. 

The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust said in a state¬ 
ment that it had learned “with great sadness” of Mr 
Wilkinson’s death, describing him as a “true gentleman 
who we shall miss dearly”. 

Born in Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, the son of an 
aircraft manufacturer found his love for flying while 
watching aircraft tests at Farnborough. 

At the outbreak of war he was selected for the Royal 


Air Force and chosen to fly a Spitfire. Assigned to 616 
and 19 Squadrons in East Anglia, he was among the 
brave airmen whose role was to protect industrial tar¬ 
gets in the Midlands from the Luftwaffe. 

In a 2015 interview for the Royal Institution of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors, he said: “I didn’t carry any lucky 
charms, but I did wear a pair of my wife’s knickers 
around my neck. “And I was one of the lucky ones. I 
saw friends fall out of the sky, aircraft go up in flames 
... terrible things.” 

In the same year he met the Duke of Cambridge dur¬ 
ing celebrations for the centenary of 29 (Reserve) Squad¬ 
ron at RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire. 

Mr Wilkinson said he had also given the Duke a tick- 
ing-off for his choice of aircraft. “He doesn’t fly proper 
aeroplanes - he flies choppers,” he said. 


Eliza Tinsley 
partnership 
deal set to 
bring 10 jobs 

HISTORIC hardware manufacturer 
Eliza Tinsley is creating 10 new jobs 
after forging a link-up with a hi-tech 
company developing ‘smart’ locks. 

The Wednesbury company, which 
has its roots in the Victorian nail and 
chainmaker run by Eliza herself, is 
working with its sister company, Av- 
ocet Hardware, and smart lock com¬ 
pany Smarke. The partnership was 
developed by Eliza Tinsley’s owner, 
Lyric Jain, and will see a version of 
Avocet Hardware’s snap-secure ABS 
lock fitted in all of Smarke’s keyless 
hi-tech smart locks. 

Production of the enhanced locks 
will take place in the Black County, at 
Eliza Tinsley’s Potters Lane site. 

The partnership was unveiled dur¬ 
ing a visit by MP Adrian Bailey, who 
said: “Eliza Tinsley has brilliantly 
brought together traditional Black 
Country lock making craftsmanship 
with modern digital technology to de¬ 
velop a ground-breaking product with 
the potential to transform home and 
business security.” 

Lyric Jain said: “Having recog¬ 
nised the potential that Smarke had 
with its multi-platform access control 
technology, I worked hard to make 
the strategic, technical and commer¬ 
cial decisions that enabled us to bring 
together this exciting partnership.” 

Bassam Beidas, market develop¬ 
ment director of Smarke, said: “This 
is a major milestone for Smarke and 
given that it ensures our smart locks 
will feature the best cylinder locks 
money can buy, and aligns us with a 
hardware manufacturer of the stand¬ 
ing and stature of Eliza Tinsley, it is 
one that both backers and customers 
will greet with great delight.” 

Joy at workers 1 
rights court win 

TOM Watson has praised trade un¬ 
ionists for winning a landmark court 
battle over workers’ rights. 

Employers must now consult with 
unions around any workplace issues 
that affect their members following a 
Court of Appeal ruling. 

This includes issues such as work¬ 
ing hours and holiday pay. The case 
had been taken up by Unison follow¬ 
ing an issue involving parks police 
being made redundant without union 
consultation. 

Labour’s deputy leader Mr Watson 
hailed the union’s efforts and said 
it was ‘another fantastic result for 
workers’. Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis said: “This means that 
employees in any workplace where 
there’s a union will now benefit from 
greater protection at work.” 



ONE OF THE WSIABSEStSWCKISIS OF SCT JEWELLERY 


REPAIRS 



★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 

★ DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 
(1CT + PREMIUM) 

★ INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 

★ WATCHES 

★ ASIAN JEWELLERY 


* SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 
FROM £14 PER GRAM 

* LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

★ ANTIQUE VINTAGE 
JEWELLERY 


* REPAIRS FROM AS 
LITTLE AS £20 

★ WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 

7 SOLDERS 

* DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 

★ RHODIUM (DIP) 
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BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY 

rm Most currencies available Pay no commission 
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MEOMQMS 


Terms & Conditions Apply, 
Prices correct 31/7/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 




IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
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worst 'yet to come' on M5, says chief 


Bus firm 
Diamond is 
named top 
performer 

A BUS operator has been named as 
the fastest growing company in a 
Black Country borough. 

The best performing firms in 
Sandwell have been revealed, with Di¬ 
amond Buses coming out on top after 
experiencing 43.8 per cent growth 
during 2017. 

It is yet more good news for the 
firm, coming on the back of the an¬ 
nouncement that its owner, Rotala, 
is will launch a £1 million takeover 
of Stourbridge firm Hansons. The 
council has revealed the top 50 index, 
revealing which companies are per¬ 
forming the best in terms of growth. 

Manufacturing firm Corbetts Sup¬ 
port Solutions was second on the list, 
while Harper Group Construction 
came third. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said he believed UK’s turbulent 
economic and political circumstances 
are making trading tougher than 
usual, and that it was an important 
achievement for the companies which 
had made the top 50. 

He said “The success of Sandwell’s 
top 50 can only reflect hard work, 
great leadership, commitment and 
foresight. 

“Their growth also demonstrates 
Sandwell’s position as a profitable 
place in which to operate. Our bor¬ 
ough is ideally located at the heart of 
England and well connected by road, 
rail and air.” 

Watson praises 
trade unionists 

TOM Watson has praised trade un¬ 
ionists for winning a landmark court 
battle over workers’ rights. 

Employers must now consult with 
unions around any workplace issues 
that affect their members following a 
Court of Appeal ruling. 

This includes issues such as work¬ 
ing hours and holiday pay. The case 
had been taken up by Unison follow¬ 
ing an issue involving parks police 
being made redundant without union 
consultation. Labour’s deputy leader 
Mr Watson hailed the union’s efforts 
and said it was ‘another fantastic re¬ 
sult for workers’. 

Previously unions only had the 
right to be consulted over a small 
number of issues, including redun¬ 
dancy cases. 


Wolfsbane on way 

MIDLAND rockers Wolfsbane will 
perform for fans in Birmingham this 
December. 

The band will play The Asylum in 
Hockley on Sunday, December 17. 
Tickets are priced at £15. 


THE full impact of roadworks on the 
M5 will only be felt when children go 
back to school, according to a council 
chief. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said so far the knock-on effect of the 
major works ‘hasn’t been as bad’ as 
anticipated. 

But the true impact of the Oldbury 
Viaduct repairs will have its acid 
test when pupils are being ferried to 
schools in September, he added. 

Councillor Eling said: “We’ll see 
what it’s like when all the schools 
are back and traffic is back up to full 


flow, which it isn’t at the moment. 
So far the impact on the local net¬ 
work of roads hasn’t been as bad as 
we thought it might be - but it is the 
holiday season. 

“I’m still encouraging people to go 
another route - rather than using that 
stretch of the motorway - if they can. 

“There will be pinch points on local 
roads including Birchley Island, which 
historically has always been one. 

“This work on the motorway has 
got to be done, the repairs have got to 
happen. One of our big concerns has 
always been that it doesn’t bring West 


Bromwich town centre to a standstill, 
and certainly that hasn’t happened 
yet. We have talked to Highways Eng¬ 
land and they’re encouraging through 
traffic to go via the M42, M6 or M6 
Toll to avoid that part of the M5. 

“If the only traffic which uses that 
stretch is traffic that’s got to use Junc¬ 
tions 1, 2 and 3 - and all other traffic 
uses other routes - then we’ve got a 
good chance of getting through with¬ 
out everything grinding to a halt.” 

The project to repair Oldbury Via¬ 
duct has progressed this week, with a 
contraflow system put in place. 


All traffic has been moved onto the 
northbound carriageway between 
junctions one (West Bromwich) and 
two (Oldbury) - with two lanes run¬ 
ning in each direction. 

The motorway has also been cut to 
two lanes from Junction 3 at Hale¬ 
sowen to limit the amount of vehi¬ 
cles approaching the roadworks zone 
which is causing long delays during 
rush hour. 

The scheme is due to last until the 
end of next year and motorists have 
been warned to avoid the area if pos¬ 
sible. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bake sale to 
aid good causes 

A BAKE sale will raise cash for a 
Black Country mayor’s chosen char¬ 
ities. Mayor of Sandwell Ahmadul 
Haque has organised the bake sale at 
The Big House, Church Street, Old¬ 
bury, on Wednesday, August 23 from 
11.30am to 2.30pm. 

Legendary fundraiser Blind Dave 
Heeley will join the mayor at the 
event. 

All proceeds will go to the mayor’s 
charities, which are Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity and Your Trust 
Charity, which is run by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust and raises money for cancer ser¬ 
vices and research. 

Swan Lake on way 
to Symphony Hall 

BALLET fans will be treated to a ren¬ 
dition of Swan Lake in Birmingham. 

St Petersburg Classic Ballet will 
perform Andrey Batalov’s iconic piece 
in the Symphony Hall, on January 7. 

The ballet tells the tragic tale of love 
and betrayal with an instantly recog¬ 
nisable score. 

It follows Prince Siegfried and his 
true love, Odette, who, tricked by 
the evil sorcerer Von Rothbart and 
his daughter, Odile, would rather die 
together than live apart. Tickets are 
priced between £18 and £43. To book 
go to thsh.co.uk or call 0121 7803333. 

Pub opening 
after revamp 

A WEST Bromwich High Street pub 
will reopen on August 10 following a 
£100,000 refurbishment. 

The Wheatsheaf will be back in ac¬ 
tion at 12 noon on the day. 

Owners Holden’s have re-modelled 
the interior from two rooms to one 
and repositioned the bar in the re¬ 
vamp. 

The Woodsetton-based brewery is 
introducing West Bromwich Albion 
memorabilia in the new-look Wheat¬ 
sheaf, which itself dates from over 140 
years ago in 1876. 

Fixed Wheel hosts 
first beer festival 

A BLACKHEATH brewery is holding 
its first beer festival later this month. 

Fixed Wheel Brewery on Long Lane 
Trading Estate is hosting the event 
from August 24 to 27. 

There will be 10 cask beers, 15 keg 
beers and 10 different ciders featured 
at the festival. 

It is open from 4pm to 10pm on the 
Thursday and Friday, 11am to 10pm 
on the Saturday and 12 noon to 10pm 
on the Sunday. 


Albion heroes show their 
support for fan Tommy 


ALBION players past and present 
have helped encourage generous 
Baggies fan to raise thousands of 
pounds for a five-year-old boy’s 
prosthetic limbs. 

And now Tommy Brown, from Walsall, 
is set to be rewarded with a day to re¬ 
member at The Hawthorns. 

When he was just five months old, Tommy 
had to have his legs, arm and fingers ampu¬ 
tated after contracting meningitis. 

His family are now trying to raise money for 
a new set of prosthetic legs, and their plight 
encouraged season ticket holder Debbie Green 
to set up a fundraising night at the Pearl Ban¬ 
queting Suite in West Bromwich. 

FA Cup winning captain Graham Williams, 
1960s star Micky Fudge, former striker ‘Super 
Bob’ Taylor, and ex-midfield favourite Andy 
Johnson all attended. 

“The night was brilliant,” Debbie said. “We 
had raffles and auctions with match-worn 
signed shirts donated by Jake Livermore, Jay 
Rodriguez, and Jonathan Leko. 

Favourite 

“I had boots off Chris Brunt and Jonny 
Evans, as well as gloves off Ben Foster.” 

The evening raised just over £6,000, bringing 
the total closer towards the £20,000 needed for 
Tommy’s new prosthetics. 

And now the Baggies-mad boy is going to be 
treated to a special day at The Hawthorns in 
the coming weeks. Tommy received a special 
shirt with his name and Morrison’s number on 
it at his fundraising night. 

“He said ‘you’re silly Debbie, I’m 5 not 7’,” 
said the fundraiser. 

“When the family were going, he said ‘I want 
to talk’ and pointed at the microphone. He 
doesn’t normally talk much, but he said ‘thank 
you for my cake and thank you for my presents, 
thank you for all coming, Boing Boing.’ 

“Everybody in that room stood up and gave 
him a round of applause and grown men were 
crying. Half the room was in tears.” 

To donate to Tommy’s official page, visit 
https ://www.gofundme. com/qpj3as 


Diamond couple celebrate in style 



Diamond anniversary - Frank and Olive Hayward from Rowley Regis The couple on their big day 


A COUPLE have celebrated their 
diamond wedding anniversary in 
style with help from their daugh¬ 
ters. Frank and Olive Hayward 
from Rowley Regis celebrated 
with around 30 members of fam¬ 
ily and friends at the Dog Inn at 
Harvington, including daughters 
Joanne 51, and Caroline, 57. 

The couple first crossed paths 
at Laura Dixon dance club in 
Birmingham in 1955 and tied the 
knot two years later at St Hildas 
Church in Warley. 

Mrs Hayward, 81, said: “We 
went out for a meal, 30 of us, fam¬ 
ily and friends on Thursday. 


“We met in 1955 at Laura 
Dixon dance club in Birmingham, 
I asked him for the ladies invi¬ 
tation dance. We just carried on 
seeing each other and then we got 
married two years later. 

“We got married at St Hildas 
Church, it was a beautiful day.” 

Best friend of 62 years Barbara 
Chapman helped the couple cele¬ 
brate the special day and grand¬ 
son Chris, 33, who organised for 
the Queen to send the Hayward’s 
a card online. Mrs Hayward said: 
“It was lovely, a surprise. Our 
grandson arranged it.” The happy 
couple were also treated to a ride 


in a stretch limousine and got to 
enjoy a specially made diamond 
shaped cake. 

Together they have two 
daughters, two sons in law, six 
grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren. 

Daughter Caroline, 57, a chem¬ 
ist healthcare assistant, said: “It 
was great, it was out of this world 
it’s 60 years. They have just stood 
by one another and it was just 
lovely. Myself and my sister just 
went all out to help them cele¬ 
brate it, it was just nice. 

“They were fantastic parents 
we never went without.” 


YOU HAVE A BLOCK PAVING 
CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 


WEEDS GROWING THROUGH? 
CRACKSAPPEARING? 

UNUSUALLY SLIPPERY WHEN WET? 
COLOUR FADING? 

WHITE & GREEN ALGAE SPOTS? 
TARMAC DRIVEWAYS 
RE-COLOURED AND SEALED 


BEFORE 


AFTER 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 
We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, gutters, fascias & soffits. 


t^> ' | www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

rS X ST Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 
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No matter 
what our \\ \ • 
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all year round. 


AFFORDABLE WINDOWS 
DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


Call Steve Now on 
07710 434223 or 01902 827879 




www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Picture this, 
£1 Ok spent 
to promote 
MPs’ image 

I USED to think there were few sights 
funnier than those bizarre clips they show 
on televised football where each player 
walk towards the camera, puts on a stern 
expression, and then folds his arms. I 
mean, why do they need to do it? What’s 
wrong with a good old head-and-shoul- 
ders picture, if we really need to see what 
the player looks like at all. We tune in to 
watch the game, not admire their biceps. 

At least that was until I saw the new 
pictures of our MPs striking similar poses 
for the House of Commons website. The 
Commons’ authorities spent £10,000 hir¬ 
ing celebrity photographer Chris McAn- 
drew, better known for his pictures of 
Snoop Dogg and Charlotte Rampling, in 
an attempt to refresh its stuffy image. And 
instead came up with what looks like a 
mob of refugees from an old Kay’s cat¬ 
alogue. Now tell me that’s not a brilliant 
use of taxpayer’s money. 

□ □□ 

DO you ever read something in the 
news, and wonder if we are all the victim 
of a huge practical joke? 

Take Marie Buchan, the former strip¬ 
per from Birmingham who seems to have 
now carved out a rather lucrative career 
as a serial benefit claimant, raking in a 
tasty £26,000 a year. 

To be honest, I thought the Govern¬ 
ment had put a stop to all this - I seem to 
remember something about a “cruel ben¬ 
efit cap” and “plunging 40,000 children 
into poverty” - but it seems Marie still 
seems to be doing rather well out of it. 

And to put this into context, £26,000 
in take-home benefits is the equivalent 
to a gross salary of £33,000 a year. So 
I can’t help but think there must be a lot 
of hard-working folk in the Black Coun¬ 
try earning considerably less than Marie 
gets. 

Anyhow, Marie has decided that she 
deserves a little treat, so she did what any 
struggling single mother-of-eight living on 
benefits would do, and bought herself a 
horse. Her splendid 14-hand cob, which 
she bought in Bilston, will cost something 
like £3,600 a year to look after. 

“I want a horse and I’m going to get 
it,” she says. “I’ve wanted one for a long, 
long time - since before I had the kids.” 

Look, love, I’ve wanted a 100ft yacht 
in Antibes for a long time too, but I guess 
I’m going to have to be patient. 

It’s probably no great surprise that she 
is best friends with White Dee off Benefits 
Street, but it is her justification that it is 
“no different from buying a car” that really 
takes the biscuit. 

Marie, most people buy a car to go to 
work in. You should try it some time. 


Passchendaele tributes to mark centenary of battle 



Prince Charles, seen with his impressive 
collection of medals at Tyne Cot cemetery 



Bill Bray’s Legion d’Honneur medal - a timely 
reminder of a little-known battle on D-Day 



A Swiss break for Theresa May, as imagined by 
journalists working for Private Eye magazine 


War of words over 
Charles’s medals 


MORE on the battle of the sexes. A reader tells 
me he regularly greets his wife at the door with: 
“I’m afraid there’s been a terrible accident in¬ 
volving all the things you asked me to do today.” 

OH, the embarrassment. One national news¬ 
paper zoomed in on the impressive chestful 
of medals worn by the Prince of Wales at last 
week’s Passchendaele commemoration and 
found they were not all real gongs at all. Charles 
was wearing an assortment of commemorative 
medals - alongside service medals - most of 
which he received for being his mother’s son: 
the Coronation medal, Silver Jubilee medal, 
Golden Jubilee medal, etc. Notably absent was 
the Cycling Proficiency badge, so we can only 
assume he never passed the test. Seriously, if 
you haven’t got a proper medal to wear, don’t 
wear anything. 

A FASCINATING and well-reasoned letter in 
a national paper seems to prove that the aver¬ 
age new electric car produces twice as much 
climate-changing carbon dioxide as a petrol 
car. But such is the political rush for all-electric 
transport that warnings like this are drowned 
out. Twenty years ago, when diesel was being 
hailed as the saviour of the planet, how many 
dissenting voices were ignored? With a little 
more foresight, we wouldn’t need hindsight. 

AMPUTATIONS, public stonings, legally-en¬ 
forced rape, child abduction. Some pundits 
claim The Handmaid’s Tale (C4) was the most 
harrowing TV drama ever. Hardly. Over on More 
4, Outlander is about to plumb unspeakable 
depths of depravity. Flipping ahead with the 
DVD set, I’ve never seen anything like it. Out¬ 
lander is described as brand-new drama. The 
brand in question is red hot and steaming with 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


human flesh. You ain’t seen nothing yet. 

A THICK embossed envelope arrives inviting 
me to “an exclusive seminar in your local area” 
by a “wealth management” firm. Turns out to be 
in Leicestershire, 28 miles from my front door, 
which is not exactly what I understand by “lo¬ 
cal.”. If their geography is rubbish, why should I 
trust their maths? 

INCIDENTALLY, I see the attractions at the 
“wealth management” seminar include coffee 
and Danish pastries. I fear those may be the 
most expensive Danish pastries some poor 
suckers ever eat. 

IT has never been easier to get into university 
than it is now. It has never been easier to get 
a first; these once-hallowed degrees are now 
handed out like peppermints. But there is one 
area of varsity life which is as rigorous and un¬ 
forgiving as ever - University Challenge (BBC2). 
This week Southampton University routed Car¬ 
diff University by a withering 280-40. South¬ 
ampton won because its team was better se¬ 
lected, better rehearsed and far better informed 
than its rivals. Preparation - the ultimate lesson 
for life. 

I WAS pleased to read this week that 97-year- 
old Bill Bray, a wartime tank driver with the 
Staffordshire Yeomanry, has been awarded the 
Legion d’Honneur by the French government 
for his part in liberating France. He is one of 


the last survivors of a little battle which prob¬ 
ably saved the Allied landings on D-Day, June 
6, 1944, yet is barely known today. German 
tanks were heading for the crowded invasion 
beaches where they could have caused may¬ 
hem. But they were stopped and destroyed in 
a well-planned ambush by the Staffordshire 
Yeomanry. It was a decisive moment on that 
world-changing day, yet it is barely mentioned 
in history books and has never appeared in any 
D-Day movie. Why not? Probably because the 
Yeomanry was a regiment of part-time Territori¬ 
als, not a fashionable, famous or well-connect¬ 
ed regular unit. When the Regulars come home 
from war, an officer writes the regimental histo¬ 
ry. When the Territorials come home from war, 
they go back to their day jobs and their deeds 
fade from memory. Bill Bray’s medal is a timely 
reminder of a victory which deserves to be re¬ 
membered with pride. 

ACCORDING to legend, mediaeval priests 
would argue about how many angels could 
dance on the head of a pin. Thank goodness 
religion has moved on. Or has it? The latest 
controversy troubling the Vatican is whether, 
when preparing the bread and wine for Holy 
Communion, it is acceptable to use gluten-free 
bread. Latest thinking from Rome is that totally 
gluten-free is forbidden but low-gluten bread is 
fine. Rejoice. I dare say in heaven a lot of angels 
are dancing at this news, some of them on pins. 
A small, mischievous part of me would like to 
see Father Ted explaining it all to Dougal. 

“MR Davis asked if I was going to Switzerland 
and recommended a lovely village called Digni- 
tas.” from Theresa May’s diary, as imagined in 
the current Private Eye. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

We’re not 
part of the 
problems 
in society 

IT WAS with some amazement, and a lit¬ 
tle quiet satisfaction, that I found myself 
being refused an alcohol purchase some 
20 years+ since reaching the legal age. 

Sadly the reason for this was not be¬ 
cause I looked so young, or even that I 
had ‘had enough’. I was refused because 
I was shopping with one of my children! 

There was a very tempting offer at a 
local convenience store on one of my fa¬ 
vourite tipples so I wandered along. 

In the absence of trollies, my young 
daughter helped me carry the wares. At 
the till, I was asked for her ID. Given that 
she is a schoolgirl quite clearly below the 
legal age to drink I pointed out, needless¬ 
ly, that I was buying the alcohol. Only to 
be told that because she had ‘touched’ 
the bottles, she needed to show her ID. 

Frustratedly offering to pay just for the 
bottles I had touched made no difference. 
So I stropped out of the shop and spend 
my hard-earned elsewhere. 

But what was gained from denying 
this busy working mother a little treat at 
the weekend? I am clearly not going to 
cause a nuisance drinking at the park or 
mayhem in town centres after a drunken 
binge - and neither is my daughter! 

Ordinary folk like me are not part of so¬ 
ciety’s problems but we are soft targets. 
It is easier to tick a box by challenging 
a mundane mother like myself than ac¬ 
tual nuisance drinkers. Would that young 
girl assistant have been quick to refuse a 
gang of youths on their way to a party? 

It is a similar scenario with speeders. 
Travelling down the Orbital Route at Can¬ 
nock during the daytime you are sure 
to come across the ‘safety camera’ van 
looking to snare a stay-at-home moth¬ 
er or elderly driver daring to creep over 
the limit. They are sure to pay their fines 
or take a ‘humble pie’ speed awareness 
course - easy money. 

But anyone who has travelled that 
route in the evening will no doubt have 
been almost taken out by one of the boy 
racers who treat the road like Silverstone. 
Where is the ‘safety camera’ then? 

Or how about the fly-tippers who are 
the scourge of our countryside? How 
many of these end up in the dock? Not 
enough. But too often we find the poor 
old dear who paid someone to take 
away their rubbish paying a fine. That’s 
because it is easier to track them down 
from the rubbish than really invest time in 
snaring the thoughtless fly-tippers. 

So underage binge drinkers, boy rac¬ 
ers and fly-tippers go largely under the 
radar while working mums are denied 
a tipple and slightly speedy pensioners 
are hauled over the coals. Isn’t it time we 
stopped simply hitting the soft targets? 

DIANE DAVIES 
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• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY 
www.blakessheds.co.uk 

Blakes Sheds 
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BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 





Doors & Windows Ltd 

842706 / 07759 536818 
rww w.c andtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 

TEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 




Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 



Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 






• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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ON ORDERS PLACED REFORE WE END OF AUGUST 2017 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 


• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 


Building Work 
Misted-up Units 


■■ 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


Co 
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97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP .window-warehouse.com 
windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 


5 PIECE SET 
VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET 
& SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET 
UNIT 


INSTALLATION 


large 
SELECTION 
LESS ABLED OF COMFORT 
BATH TO HEIGHT WC’S 

shower 

CONVERSIONS 


FREE 

TILES 

ON ALL FULLY 
INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS* 


► * Google Play 


www.imeriadesigns.co.uk 


Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in 
partnership with Sandwell Council 

■ 

Sandwell 


#movemore 


"Getting my groove on." 


Join for £24.99 and pay nothing more until 1st Oct 

Offer is available on all memberships 


Brum cannot be called second city now 


SORRY John Bull did you say the sec¬ 
ond city? 

I think we have been kidding our¬ 
selves for years that Birmingham is 
the second city. 

We don’t have a racecourse, and now 
we are losing our second dog track, we 
don’t have a Premier League football 
team, most of our parks are dog walks, 
and even our premier parks look tired 
and jaded. 

Our once famous Bullring has gone, 
some of our revered architecture now 
rubble, the best brutalist architecture 
of the central library gone, our cathe¬ 


drals don’t look like cathedrals to me, 
we have a council that has lost hope, 
it’s a rag bag of self-servers and others 
with a religious agenda. 

Our streets have been turned into a 
horror story with wheelie bins every¬ 
where, and the planning department 
capitulated to retrospective builds all 
over the city. 

Ridiculous 20 mph restrictions, 
and even dual carriageways down to 
30mph. 

We have traffic bottlenecks delib¬ 
erately created by road narrowing 
and main arteries into the city under 


continuous road works, and the world 
famous balti belt, you must be kidding 
half the restaurants in the area failed 
hygiene inspections, and now are 
streets are full of rubbish, and a city 
that had so many trees is cutting them 
down as fast as they can, under bogus 
health inspections when in fact it’s 
more to do with tree theft and roots. 

The second city I suggest John Bull 
in future you go to Manchester when 
you arrive back in Britain and you will 
see how a city should be run. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


Students’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Financial 


loans are 
a mystery 

STUDENT fees have be¬ 
come a politically poisoned 
chalice when it comes to 
trying to use them as a vote 
raiser. Nick Clegg burnt 
his fingers on trying to en¬ 
tice the student vote with a 
contract of deceit, and now 
we see that Jeremy Corbyn 
has done a U-turn on his 
promises. I must admit I 
find it all rather bewildering 
considering students rarely 
ever pay back the loan and 
the debt, although forbid¬ 
ding, isn’t debt at all, it’s 
not on your credit rating. 

No bailiff will be calling, 
and many will fly the nest 
and emigrate abroad so I 
don’t really see why politi¬ 
cians try to hoodwink the 
students with false prom¬ 
ises, Mickey Mouse con¬ 
tracts and dodgy sums. 

The rich haven’t got a 
problem as most of them 
won’t have any debt and 
their education will be tax 
deductible. So give the kids 
a break, stop promising 
them what you can’t deliver. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


POST 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Obscene salaries 
for the mediocre 

IT COMES as little surprise to find the once great insti¬ 
tution of the BBC being dragged further into controversy 
with recent events. The obscene salaries paid to mediocre 
personalities is a sharp reflection of its judgement and its 
sense of balance. 

The disparity between gender pay is offensive to the 
many millions of women who buy their TV licences with 
their hard-earned cash. The BBC’s feeble excuse that it is 
a competitive industry and they have to compete with other 
companies is nonsense. More than 22,000 people pay their 
licence fee every year to cover Radio Two presenter Chris 
Evans’ annual salary. Perhaps Chris Evans should stop 
giving rides to under-privileged kids in his classic cars and 
give them some cash instead. 

ALAN DAVIS 

Darlaston 


planning 

decimated 

HOW can this or any oth¬ 
er government in power 
change such a life chang¬ 
ing entitlement as the state 
pension age, and more im¬ 
portantly the ending of the 
additional voluntary contri¬ 
butions element of it? 

I entered into what I be¬ 
lieved to be a contract with 
the state to pay national in¬ 
surance contributions from 
aged 16 years for 35 years or 
until I reached the amount 
that entitled me to draw the 
pension at 65years of age. 

As I will reach that level 
in eight years time (mygov. 
co.uk) the following 19 years 
worth of NI contributions 
will not be going into my 
additional contributions, as 
was the case in 1992 when 
I started paying into the NI 
contract. 

So my financial planning 
has gone down the pan, as 
my personal state pension 
will not be any more than 
the upper limit, currently 
£159.55pw. How can this be 
legal? 

GLEN MORRIS 

Oldbury 


West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

0121 580 6430 


Join online now using code AUG17 
Whatever place you're into 


T's and C's apply. 


Get the Places Locker fitness app 


HURRY! "PLACEMENT 

SEPTEMBER KITCHEN 

INSTALLATION DOORS 

DATES STILL FROM 

AVAILABLE* £10.00* I 


• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom • Free parking - Free no obligation survey 
• Long established business • Quality installers *Terms and conditions apply - see in store for details 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WSIO 7LH 
Call now for your FREE survey 

0121 505 1132 




places,^ 
£ people 
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Driver jailed for being five 
times over the drink limit 


A DRINK driver from West Bromwich who was almost five 
times over the limit has been jailed for two months after he 
was seen drifting across lanes on the M54. 

Patrick Guinane, who is a mentor for recovering alcoholics, was 
stopped by officers when a concerned member of the public dialled 999 
after seeing his Mercedes van swerving on the A5 in Shrewsbury at 


about 5.30pm. 

When the 53-year-old was pulled 
over a short time later, on the M54 
at Telford, he measured 168 micro¬ 
grammes of alcohol in 100 millilitres 
of breath. The legal limit is 35. 

Miss Abi Hall, prosecuting at Telford 
Magistrates Court on Monday, said: 
“Patrol officers waited near junction 
six and drove behind the van and were 
immediately aware of his bad driving. 

“The defendant was drifting across 
lanes and at one point almost collided 
with another vehicle. Despite flashing 
using blue lights did not notice them 
until the officers pulled alongside and 
motioned for him to pull over. 

Labourer 

“He eventually stopped just past 
junction five on the hard shoulder. The 
officers said he smelled of alcohol, his 
eyes were bloodshot and he was strug¬ 
gling to stand.” 

Miss Hall said Guinane, a factory 
labourer, was arrested and taken to 
the police station. He admitted driving 
with excess alcohol on July 29. 

The court heard that after being 
convicted for drink driving in 2012, 
Guinane, who suffered from anxiety 
issues, attended a peer group where he 
eventually became a mentor for people 
with drinking problems. 

Miss Emma Lineton, defending, 
said: “Unfortunately for him his 17- 


By Deborah Hardiman _ 

year relationship ended. On Saturday 
he was due to collect his belongings 
from north Wales and he became anx¬ 
ious. He recognises that what he did 
was wrong. 

“He took to the road and found him¬ 
self part way to north Wales, decided 
to turn around and make his way to 
Wolverhampton where he planned to 
park the van and take the tram home. 
He realised he was foolish.” 

Sentencing, District Judge Claire 
Evans said: “The police officer dealing 
with this case noted that in his whole 
career he had never come across such 
a high reading and that he was very 
alarmed as he feared that there was 
going to be a very serious accident. 

“You were travelling at 70 mph and 
were completely out of control of the 
van. It was only due to the good work 
of the officers who put themselves at 
risk, that you were pulled over. 

“There is no doubt that this matter 
has crossed the custody threshold. 

“The starting point under the sen¬ 
tencing guidelines is 12 weeks in cus¬ 
tody. “ 

She jailed him for eight weeks and 
Guinane, of Trotters Lane, Hill Top, 
West Bromwich, will serve half of the 
term before being released on licence 
for 12 months. He was also banned 
from driving for four years. 


Subbuteo very much alive and kicking 



Mick Hammonds, from Finchfield, takes on Simon Davies, from 
Harborne, in a match between Wolves and West Brom 


IT is a game associated with a by¬ 
gone era - but a group of players 
were determined to show Subbu¬ 
teo was still alive and kicking dur¬ 
ing a competition. 

Enthusiasts travelled from far 
and wide to take part in the Staf¬ 
fordshire Pro-Am tournament at 
the Electric Club in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. Players battled it out for the 
prize on half a dozen tables spread 
across the room, with the event 
featuring some of the top Subbu¬ 
teo players. Rick Bland, aged 47, 
has even taken the game Down 
Under. The ex-pat moved to Bris¬ 
bane 10 years ago and while back 
to see family was on the lookout for 
some competitive Subbuteo, which 
brought him to Wolverhampton. 

He said: “We have about 12 
members in Brisbane, it is difficult 
to reach out. There are so many ex¬ 
pats out there that if they knew it 
was there they might come along.” 
Richard Stock, 61, regularly played 
in the 1970s and has only recently 
got back into the game, which sees 
players flick figures to try to score 
and beat their opponent. 

He insists it is more difficult 
than people would think. He said: 
“It should be deemed a sport. It 
is a difficult skill, you have to be 
two or three moves ahead. It is a 
problem getting youngsters to play 
competitive games in this country. 
We have lost a generation.” 


Keeping up 
with sports 
for summer 

SPORTS sessions in a Black Country 
borough will keep youngsters busy 
during the summer holidays. 

Multi-sports and football sessions 
are being held at West Smethwick 
Park and Warley Woods thanks to 
Sandwell Council. 

The sessions, on seven days a week, 
are run by qualified and first aid- 
trained staff. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, cabi¬ 
net member for leisure, said: “There’s 
lots going on during the school sum¬ 
mer holidays and what’s great about 
these hour-long sessions is they are 
free as well as being fun.” 

At West Smethwick Park mul¬ 
ti-sports for under 11s is every 
Tuesday from noon to 1pm and on 
Wednesdays under 11s football runs 
from 11.30am to 12.30pm. 

On Thursdays multi-sport classes 
for any age run from noon to 1pm 
and on Fridays football sessions from 
4.30pm to 5.30pm. 

Warley Woods Park, in Abbey Road, 
is hosting any age multi-sports on 
Sundays from 2pm to 3pm and foot¬ 
ball Mondays from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

All the sessions are free. For more 
information call 07951 985061 . 

Bowie's pianist 
touring album 

AMERICAN avant garde jazz pianist 
Mike Garson, who played with David 
Bowie, as well as many others pop 
artists, will be playing in Birmingham 
on November 25. 

He will be joined by a five-strong 
group including former Bowie guitar¬ 
ist Kevin Armstrong to play Bowie’s 
album Aladdin Sane, on which Garson 
was key with the development of the 
album’s sound, and a set of Bowie fa¬ 
vourites. 

The tour begins at the 02 Institute 
in Digbeth. 
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MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


WAILABLE ON AUGUST 
_ ^^miNSTAlWTl ONS 

WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

"" Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 
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Plans for Heathens' 
new home unveiled 



Andrew Hale, Mark Robinson, Paul Tromans and Rob Knowles from the Heathens Speedway Supporters Trust 


“IF you don’t dream, then 
nothing will come true.” 

The group behind plans to build 
a new track for Cradley Heathens 
unveiled their vision at the site 
they hope will become the club’s 
new home. 

The Heathens Speedway Support¬ 
ers’ Trust has drawn up proposals 
for the track at the Lion Farm Estate 
in Oldbury. Showing off the plans at 
the site brought the reality of their 
situation home - and reaffirmed their 


desire to bring Heathens’ two-decade 
nomadic journey to an end. 

Mark Robinson, from the support¬ 
ers’ trust, said: “We’ve worked really 
hard to get to this point and we’re 
hopeful we’ve covered all the bases. 

“The only opposition we can think of 
will come from the community - espe¬ 
cially the people who are closest to it. 

“We have to try to get across to 
them that although speedway is noisy 
it’s only one day a week - and not 
every week- and only during the sum¬ 
mer months. We’re also going to hold 


a public meeting later this month and 
leaflet the area.” 

Mr Robinson said he was confident 
the plans will get the green light, de¬ 
spite Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling suggesting the track could cause 
concerns among residents. 

The supporters’ trust will move 
to allay those fears, according to Mr 
Robinson. He said: “It’s ours to lose - 
we’ve done all the research on it. 

“I’m a firm believer in the theory 
that if you don’t dream then nothing 
can come true.” 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



SPRINGINTOACTION! This summer! 


»o»m Root 


Too hot in summer 
& too cold in winter? 

Replace your existing conservatory roof with 
a Guardian roof and create a comfortable 
environment all year round. 


Composite Doors 

Fully Fitted 
from £700 


West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


[ lQz£&3 
(kEBSsai^^hm 


• uPVC Back & Front Doors 
Fully Fitted from £460 

Windows from £180 
• Conservatories 

from £4495 

French Doors from £700 

, Patio Doors from £750 

• Extensions & Garage 
Coversions 

.Friendly, personal 
touch and lobs completed 
to high standards 


7076 01215320784 
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ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?^ Trusted 
Trader 



77 OVEREND STREET 
WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 
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“Knife crime 
rate shows 
a steady 
increase 

THE West Midlands has seen the 
number of recorded knife crimes in¬ 
crease every quarter bar one since 
December 2014. 

Between October and December 
last year there were 654 knife crimes 
recorded - an average of around seven 
per day - while the figure for the last 
five years is 8,519. In that same pe¬ 
riod there were 64 homicides, which 
include murder or manslaughter, and 
125 attempted murders. 

In a bid to combat the knife crime 
epidemic police have brought in regu¬ 
lar knife amnesties. Earlier this year 
a haul of 20 knives - some with blades 
of up to 12 inches in length - were 
handed in to a knife surrender bin in 
West Bromwich. 

It came after Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson set up 
knife surrender bins across the region 
in 2015, a move which took hundreds 
of weapons off the streets. 

Hammers 

One one occasion last year more 
than 130 knives, a stun-gun, six blank 
firing pistols and hammers were found 
in bins stationed in Wolverhampton, 
West Bromwich and Birmingham. 

There are currently no surrender 
bins in Dudley and Walsall. 

Mr Jamieson also backed an Ex¬ 
press & Star campaign to change the 
law around so-called ‘zombie knives’. 

Wollaston and Stourbridge Town 
ward councillor Nicholas Barlow said 
the continued rise in knife crime was 
‘frightening’ and ‘beyond compre¬ 
hension’.“It’s terribly sad that people 
cannot go out for the night or live 
their life without being caught up in 
something like this,” he added. 

“It seems that knife crime is still a 
big issue and although police are try¬ 
ing to deal with it, it’s an issue that is 
not going to go away quick enough.” 


Man held over alleged kidnap 
and auction of young model 



The three storey block where Herba was living, which was raided by police 


A MAN based in the Black 
Country is at the centre of an 
international investigation 
for allegedly kidnapping a 
model and trying to sell her 
on the ‘dark web’. 

The British woman was kid¬ 
napped in Milan and detained 
for six days as her captor tried to 
auction her off online, Italian po¬ 
lice have said. 

The 20-year-old victim, named in 
reports as Chloe Ayling, was attacked 
on July 11 by two men as she attended 
an arranged photo shoot. 

She is believed to have been drugged 
and transported in a bag to Borgial, 
an isolated village near Turin, before 
being released on July 17. 

A day later police raided a home in 
Tividale, near Oldbury, where they 
arrested Lukasz Pawal Herba. 

Concerned 

Officials have released a mugshot of 
the Polish man, aged 30, who is being 
detained on suspicion of kidnap and 
extortion. Residents who live in the 
three-storey apartment block, just off 
Tower Road, confirmed to the Express 
& Star he is the man at the subject of 
the probe. 

One resident said: “I have heard the 
news. Yes it was him that lived here. I 
am really concerned. 

“You don’t think anything like this 
will come back to your doorstep. 

“It has been non-stop people knock¬ 
ing my door asking questions about 
him over the last couple of days.” 

One man, who knows Herba but 
did not wish to be named, said: “It is 
very difficult for me. This is very sad. I 



Photo shoot - Chloe Ayling 

must speak to the police first. I cannot 
say anymore at moment.” 

Neighbours have said Herba has not 
been seen for three weeks. 

Prior to that they said he would 
come and go wearing a suit driving to 
and from the property in a red Toyota. 

It is alleged two men tried to sell the 
woman online for more than 300,000 
dollars (£230,000) and demanded the 
model’s agent pay to secure her safe 
release. 

The woman was kept handcuffed to 


furniture but was freed after six days 
and taken to the British consulate in 
Milan, despite the ransom not being 
paid. It has been reported that the cap- 
tor demanded £50,000 upon the wom¬ 
an’s release and threatened to kill her 
if she told police about the incident. 

Milan police officer Lorenzo Bucossi 
stated that the suspect was allegedly 
working for offered “mercenary ser¬ 
vices” on the dark web. 

According to national reports he 
said: “Certainly the author of this very 


serious crime is a dangerous person - 
don’t forget he was also ready to carry 
out a ‘final solution’, as he called it. 

Mercenary 

“He was a killer and was working for 
an organisation on the deep web that 
is offering mercenary services such as 
bombing attacks, kidnapping and the 
selling of girls on the dark web.” 

Italian police said they are working 
with officials in Britain and Poland as 
they continue to investigate. 
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The house possibly used as a jail 



Arrested - Lukasz Herba 

A spokeswoman for the Foreign 
Office said: “We have been providing 
consular support to a British woman 
in Italy and are in touch with local 
authorities.” 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
woman confirmed Derbyshire Con¬ 
stabulary are leading on the domestic 
investigation and it was their officers 
who executed the warrant at the Old¬ 
bury property on July 18, however the 
east-Midlands based force were una¬ 
vailable for further comment. 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the NEW LOOK 
Express & Star website 
www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 




































Training exercise sees rescue 
of 'stranded' M-way worker 


A RESCUE team were quick 
to climb scaffolding under¬ 
neath the M5 as part of a 
training exercise to ‘rescue a 
stranded workman’. 

Pictures posted on social me¬ 
dia showed firemen mounting the 
steel structure in a bid to release 
the scaffolder in a set time limit. 

He was then lowered down in a 
stretcher from beneath the structure. 

West Midlands Fire Service said that 
crews took the opportunity to carry 
out the exercise while the scaffolding 
was in place as part of the M5 works. 

Shammi Rana, technical rescue 
adviser, tweeted about the incident 
which took place on Monday after¬ 
noon. He said: “Great multi-agency 
collaboration with @WMASHART @ 
TechRescueWMFS rescue of stranded 
scaffolder beneath the M5 motorway 
@WestMidsFire.” 

Northbound 

It comes as extensive works con¬ 
tinue on the M5 - with commuters left 
facing daily tailbacks of more than an 
hour. The project to repair Oldbury vi¬ 
aduct was stepped up a gear last week, 
with a contraflow system now in place. 

All traffic has been moved onto the 
northbound carriageway between 
junctions one and two, with two lanes 
running in each direction. 

The motorway has also been cut to 
two lanes from junction three at Hale¬ 
sowen to limit the amount of vehicles 
approaching the roadworks zone. 

The scheme is due to last until the 
end of next year and motorists have 
been warned to avoid the area if pos¬ 
sible. Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said it was a concern if the work 
was going to affect people ‘going about 
their daily business’. 



A rescuer with the ‘stranded workman’, during an exercise which took place under the M5 


NEC Metropole sold in £500m deal 


THE Hilton Birmingham Metropole at the NEC has 
been sold as part of a property deal said to be worth 
around £500 million. 

The hotel - the biggest outside London - has been 
bought by European real estate investment group 
Henderson Park along with the Hilton London 
Metropole near Paddington Station in London. 

The pair are being sold by Tonstate Group, which 
bought them in 2006 for £417m. The price tag on the 
latest deal has not been disclosed, but is reported to 
be around £500m. 

The deal marks the first move into the UK hotels 
market by Henderson Park, founded by leading in¬ 


vestment tycoon Nick Weber and follows investments 
into the sector in Paris, where it bought Le Meridien 
Etoile, the city’s largest hotel, and the purchase of 
The Ledra, a five-star hotel in Athens in June. 

The Hilton Birmingham Metropole is the UK’s 
largest hotel outside of London with 790 rooms and 
the UK’s largest conference hotel by delegate capac¬ 
ity with 33 banquet and meeting rooms for up to 
2,000 delegates. 

It is located at Birmingham’s National Exhibition 
Centre, beside Birmingham International Airport 
and the future HS2 Birmingham Interchange train 
station. 
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SlHli n CSIIM M ERl OMRS 


• Old Buildings Removed 

• Asbestos Disposal 

• Base Laying Service 

• Free Quotations 

• Huge Range 

• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options 

• Quality at Competitive Prices 


Wooden 

Sheds 


FULL TONGUE & G 


HUGE 

RANGE 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 


r*ir.i 


Prices from 8 fitted' d 

eft x 4ft £274 
"7ft x 5f t £309 
8f t x eft £344 


mi 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage nooon 
16ft x 16ft 


Prices from 


£1699 7ft x 5ft £599 


8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


NEW RANGE OF 
ROOMS AND OFFICES 
ON SHOW 


Betta Buildings is a 
family orientated business with a 
passion for quality and over 50 years 
experience in the garden buildings industry. 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 
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Bikers menace as stunts 
are pulled on busy road 



Footage showing bikers pulling off the wheelies and stunts on the road 


[Night raises £142k for Air Ambulance) 


A REMARKABLE £142,000 has 
been raised for charity at an 
awards ceremony and charity ball, 
hosted by Jason Donovan. 

Guests of Midlands Air Am¬ 
bulance Charity’s Recognition 
Awards and Charity Ball raised 
the money at the event which took 
place at the Vox Conference Cen¬ 
tre in Resorts World Birmingham. 

The ball saw nearly 500 guests 
dig deep to help fund the equiva¬ 
lent of 57 future lifesaving air am¬ 
bulance missions. 

Nine awards were presented to 
loyal fundraisers, inspirational 
former patients and lifesaving 
aircrew. Staffordshire-born char¬ 
ity ambassador and Paralympic 
gold medallist Sir Lee Pearson, 
was acknowledged with a Special 
Recognition Award for his ongoing 
support of the charity’s work. To 
find out more about supporting 
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, 
visit midlandsairambulance.com. 



Sir Lee Pearson with other stars, accepting his award at the gala night 


Remembrance day helps 
put focus on mentors 


SHOCKING footage has 
emerged of bikers pulling 
wheelies, weaving along bus 
lanes and riding through red 
lights on one of the Midlands’ 
busiest routes. 

Riders pulled off the dangerous 
moves while using the A34 Bir¬ 
mingham Road, in Great Barr, 
near the M6 junction in footage 
posted online. 

The road has been the scene for a 
series of fatal crashes over recent 
months including the deaths of school¬ 
girl Zoe Shapiro and young football fan 
Charlie Heywood. 

And school pupils have joined calls 
from councillors for a boost in road 
safety on the stretch of the A34 be¬ 
tween Walsall and Birmingham. 

A bikers’ group posted the footage 
on social media site Instagram and it 
has already been viewed more than 
31,000 times. 

Balances 

The footage shows shows a biker 
pulling a wheelie on the road outside 
a convenience store. 

It then shows him jumping onto the 
bike to ride it on one wheel past a bus 
stop before he is joined by a second 
rider to race through a red light at the 
junction with Chapel Lane. 

The rider balances on one foot as he 
pulls a wheelie and weaves along the 
road, carrying on past the entrance to 
the roundabout at junction eight of the 
M6. 

He continues up onto the flyover 
and onto the bus lane, all while traf¬ 
fic passes on the opposite side of the 
carriageway near the Scott Arms junc¬ 
tion. 

More footage shows move stunts 


being pulled along Queslett Road 
near shops as the route leads towards 
Aldridge. 

Inspector Richard Phillips from 
Sandwell Police said: “We can con¬ 
firm that we received complaints from 
local residents around nuisance caused 
by people riding off road bikes in the 
Great Barr area this Sunday. 

“There is a huge amount of work 
going into tackling this menace on our 
communities. 

“Although this isn’t always visible 
to the public - be reassured we are 
taking action, and working with our 
partners to tackle this issue. 

“I would ask members of the public 
to help us in our battle to target this 
kind of anti-social behaviour on our 
roads.” 


The police chief added: “If you have 
images or footage of anti-social riding, 
have seen the bikes or know where 
they are kept, I’d ask you to contact us 
so we can take action.” 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call West Midlands Police on 101 
or contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 . 

Pupils have produced signs and ban¬ 
ners to urge people to stay safe outside 
St Margaret’s CofE Primary in Bir¬ 
mingham Road. 

The youngsters also designed ban¬ 
ners encouraging more safety on the 
bus dual carriageway. 

They launched their campaign with 
the help of Sandwell Council, the local 
police and fire service. 


A HEALTH and social care 
charity hosted its first Re¬ 
membrance Day event for 
service users. 

The event, held by ‘change, 
grow, live’ (CGL), was held as part 
of a series of ongoing events led by 
peer mentors and volunteer co-or¬ 
dinators at The Beacon in Walsall. 

The moving event, was held to coin¬ 
cide with International Remembrance 
Day for substance users. 

It was held in the dedicated memo¬ 
rial garden at CGL’s Walsall service. 

Karl Newton, one of CGL’s recovery 
champions at its Walsall service, The 


Beacon, said: “This was a wonderful 
event. It was a great opportunity to 
bring together under one roof like- 
minded people who really care about 
recovery, to share their personal sto¬ 
ries and take a moment to remember 
those who have tragically lost their 
lives to addiction. 

“We will definitely be looking to put 
on similar events in the future - they 
can have a real motivational impact on 
staff and service users.” 

Peer mentor and volunteer co-ordi- 
nators welcomed those present before 
two service user reps shared the story 
of their recovery with attendees in¬ 
cluding local service users, volunteers 
and service user reps and staff, and 


visiting volunteers and service users 
from CGL Dudley and service com¬ 
missioners. Service user representa¬ 
tives described the day as “a beautiful, 
emotional event for all who attended” 
and concluded that it was “a pleasure 
to attend, help organise and give a 
reading for people who lost their lives 
to addiction and reflect on people who 
are in recovery”. 

Prior to the event, volunteers at 
The Beacon undertook an extensive 
regeneration of the overgrown garden 
area to transform it into a space fit¬ 
ting for a memorial garden to former 
substance users. Volunteers stripped 
back the flowerbed before re-laying it 
from scratch. 




42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, 

An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


2 days, 
by coach 
from 


£159 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 

www.omega-holidays.com HGQ373 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


NOW 

INCLUDING 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 




O | £169 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com LEY572 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols dOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


The Chronicle 

We are presently recruiting in your area. 
We need reliable people to deliver 
the Chronicle newspaper, magazines 

and advertising leaflets 


Ring 
01902 319990 

Or email 

marie.darling@expressandstanco.uk 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn some 
extra money contact us with: 

Your Name 
Your Date of Birth 
Your Address & Telephone Number 













































Simon's 1,600 steps a 
day to help patients 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the 
quiet heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS 
organisations. 

It employs 7,500 peo¬ 
ple, many of whom live 
locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 150 
locations. 

This week we highlight: 

SIMON MORLEY 

Porter 



HE’S the porter who not only 
transports patients around 
Sandwell Hospital - but also 
saves lives. 

For just four months ago, Si¬ 
mon Morley found himself carry¬ 
ing out CPR on a patient who had 
gone into cardiac arrest. 

The woman had been undergoing 
an MRI scan when she became unwell 
and unresponsive. Quick-thinking 
Simon leapt into action and started 
the procedure on the patient along 
with two radiographers as they waited 
for the Trust’s crash team to get to the 
scene. 

“I never expected to be using my 
First Aid training - especially when 
you work in a hospital,” said Simon, 
aged 27, who has been a porter at the 
Trust for seven years. 

“You always think that you won’t 
need to because you have all these 
doctors and nurses around you. 

Stopwatch 

“But we were in the scan room 
when it all happened and there was 
only me and two radiographers. 

Adrenaline kicked in and we just 
cracked on with it. 

He added: “I wasn’t scared as I 
wasn’t thinking about it. I got my 
stopwatch out and made sure I re¬ 
corded the time so that I could pass on 
the details to the crash team.” 

Simon has since found out that the 
woman has made a full recovery. 

“I went to see her a few days later 
but she had family visiting her, so I 
didn’t want to disturb her. I found out 
from the nurse that she was doing well 
and was due to be discharged.” 

When he’s not saving lives, Simon is 
busy taking inpatients from wards to 
the X-Ray department. 


He can ferry up to 20 patients a day 
- and he takes around 16,000 steps 
during each shift - which is the equiv¬ 
alent of around seven miles. 

“It’s a really busy job and you are on 
your feet all day, but you do get to have 
breaks in between,” explained Simon, 
a dad-of-two from West Bromwich. 

“I start at 9am and then will be 
given my list of patients for the day. 

“I’ll usually pick up my first person 
at 9.20am, and then after that it’s 
every 20 minutes that I will pick up 
my next one. 

Simon initially joined the Trust as 
an apprentice porter. After his train¬ 


ing finished a position became avail¬ 
able and he jumped at the chance of 
joining the department full-time. 

He explained: “I like helping people 
and this is a big part of my job when I 
am taking them from A to B. I’m part 
of the team that is helping to get this 
patient home, as ultimately that is 
what they want. 

“I’m so thankful to Lisa Slater who 
gave me the chance to work as a por¬ 
ter. 

“If she hadn’t hired me I wouldn’t 
be here now. I’ve experienced so much 
since I started and it’s all good. She’s 
certainly a hero of mine.” 
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HIRE A MINIBUS FOR YOUR GROUP 
TRAVEL ADVENTURES. 

With CT Passenger services 
you can hire: 

• Accessibie and non-accesslble 
minibuses 

• Available Monday to Sunday 
day A night 

• At competitive prices 

Our minibuses can be hired on a seif drive basis or with a friendly 
and professional driver, who can get you from A to B with ease. 

For more information on group 
travel services call our 
Sandwell office on 
0845-209-0191 

Or visit our website: 
www.ctpassenger.org 


Our minibus hire services are available across Sandwell. 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton 

CT Pmangir «trvtc*« Is a dtemt o m of the cfeaftty Community Tr— upon Charity number 247131 




School Holidays! 


Don’t leave it until the last minute... 



Did you know there are lots of fun activities and events available for you and your family to enjoy 
during the school holidays in Sandwell, including activities and events for children with disabilities? 

At work? You can also find out what playschemes and childcare is available in your area. 


To plan your school holiday fun or for further information visit 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays 
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The service at Coseley War Memorial 


Relatives Mandy Caddick and David Cooper 


Veterans pay tribute to the memory of Private Thomas Barratt 



Serving officers line up to pay tribute 


war hero is honoured 
100 years after death 


HE miraculously escaped 
death after volunteering to 
cover his patrol’s withdraw¬ 
al during a relentless attack 
from enemy snipers near 
Ypres in Belgium. 

Alone, Thomas Barratt stayed 
and fired back, killing at least six 
Germans and injuring many be¬ 
fore making it safely back to his 
own lines, despite coming under 
heavy machine-gun and rifle fire. 

Then cruelly, he was killed by a 
stray shell, described as ‘a million to 
one chance’. His cousin Mandy Cad¬ 
dick spoke of it in a eulogy to her 
valiant relative, who was just 22, in a 
dedication ceremony on the 100th an¬ 
niversary of his death. 

More than 200 people observed a 
two-minute silence in remembrance 
of Coseley-born Private Barratt at the 
unveiling of a commemorative stone 
beside the town war memorial at the 
junction of Birmingham New Road 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


and Vicarage Road. His courage in 
battle earned him the Victoria Cross, 
normally on display at the Stafford¬ 
shire Regiment Museum, near Lich¬ 
field, but exhibited at the service on 
a ceremonial cushion along with his 
other medals. 

Praise 

Words of high praise from his divi¬ 
sional commander were read out at the 
gathering: “I know of no award of the 
Victoria Cross more richly merited. 
Amongst the records of stirring deeds, 
this stands out second to none.” 

Dudley mayor Councillor Dave Tyler 
laid a wreath on behalf of ‘a grateful 
community’. Mrs Caddick, aged 45, of 
Coseley, and Private Barratt’s great 
nephew David Cooper, 60, of Penn, 
also placed a poppy tribute. 

he Royal British Legion and the 
Wolverhampton branch of the West¬ 


ern Front Association were among 
others who laid wreaths. 

Mrs Caddick said: “This was an 
emotional service for both of us. It’s 
sad to think our relative Thomas did 
not live to receive his VC personally 
but we think of him often and we are 
very proud of him.” 

Mr Cooper remembers taking the 
Victoria Cross to school as a youngster 
to show his teacher and classmates. 

Thomas Barratt was born on May 5, 
1895, in Foundry Street, Darkhouse, 
Coseley, one of five children born to 
James and Sarah Ann Barratt. He was 
six years old when his mother died 
aged 33. 

He volunteered to fight in 1914, 
shortly after the start of the Great 
War, and sailed with the 7th South 
Staffordshires to Gallipoli. 

His battalion saw action in France, 
including the Somme in 1916, before 
moving further along the Western 
Front to Belgium, where he was killed. 
He is buried less than a mile away at 
Essex Farm Cemetery at Boesinghe, 
near Ypres. 



Private Thomas Barratt 



Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, #ABTA (j 

Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 


NEW YEAR IN LONDON 

INCLUDING GALA DINNER AT 
THE MARRIOTT WINDSOR 



Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Quote Code: YHE141 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Marriott Windsor hotel with 
full English breakfast 

✓ Gala dinner and disco on New Year’s Eve, with 
glass of fizz at midnight 

✓ Visit to the New Year’s Day Parade 

✓ Free time in central London 


3 days, by coach 

only £ 229 ”" 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 


NEW YEAR DINE 
AND CRUISE 

ON A RIVER THAMES CLIPPER 



Departing Saturday 30 December 2017 


Quote Code: NLL637 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at the 4 star Holiday Inn M4 Jet 4, West 
Drayton with full English breakfast 

✓ Dinner at the Brasserie Blanc, Tower Bridge, with 
Vi bottle wine per person 

✓ 3-hour cruise on the Thames Monsoon Clipper 

✓ Excursion to Windsor 

✓ Free time in London, including a visit to the New 
Year’s Day Parade 


3 days, by coach 

only £369 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £80pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



‘Prices are based on a minimum of four people (fewer than four can stay from a minimum price of £40, depending on date of break). 

Online booking fee of £3 applies as well as service and optional entertainment charges. Not all parks are available on all dates. Token/password collect promotion. 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


-r--"T// •: 


Rear of 64 High Street | West Bromwich 
West Midlands, B70 6JT | Phone : 0121-553-0666 
www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


RSJ & Steelworks 
Gates & Grills 


Rebar & Mesh 


Couple in shock find 
of false widow spider 


The spider which was found in Smethwick 

A RARE spider, with a bite capable of hospitalising victims, 
has been found at a family home in the Black Country. 

Katherine Frost came across the false widow spider 
- whose name comes from its resemblance to the deadly 
black widow spider - at her home in Woodbourne Road, 
Smethwick. 

The spider binomial name is Steatoda nobilis, which orig¬ 
inates from the Mediterranean, is now the UK’s most ven¬ 
omous arachnid. Katherine immediately phoned partner 
Paul Fellows, who said: “Katherine was quite concerned 
when she called me. She wasn’t sure what kind of spider 
it was so she put a picture on Facebook asking someone to 
identify it. 

“I have a couple of young children so it was important to 
have it removed from the home. I used a Tupperware box 
to scoop it up and then released it outside, away from the 
home.” There have been an increasing number of sightings 
of the spider in the Black Country and surrounding areas 
in recent years. 

Richard Lloyd and Marcus Cork, who work at a car deal¬ 
ership in Willenhall, found a false widow spider during the 
course of their duties in 2013. 

It had been hiding behind a mirror in a new Renault 
Traffic van that had been shipped directly from France. 

The female’s bite is more severe than the male’s and typ¬ 
ically results in intense pain from the bite similar to that of 
a bee or wasp sting, along with a fever. 

There have been no reported deaths in the UK from false 
widow spiders, but a number of people have needed hospi¬ 
tal treatment after suffering severe reactions. 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 E Sok. 


Airport 
passengers 
hit with 
travel chaos 

MASSIVE delays, missing luggage, low staff 
numbers and grounded planes - Birmingham 
Airport has been hit by travel chaos for the 
second time in three months. 

Passengers bound for Crete on a Thomson Airways 
flight were forced to wait on the airport Tarmac for 
two hours, while others claimed that luggage had 
been lost. 


There were also queues 
of more than an hour which 
had formed at baggage col¬ 
lection points. 

The problems were caused 
by ground handler Swiss- 
port experiencing a chronic 
lack of staff over the past 
week, with around a quarter 
of their team - between 20 
and 30 staff - calling in sick. 

The firm had hoped that 
the issue would be resolved 
by the end of last week, but 
holidaymakers continue to 
face lengthy delays. 

It comes as the airport 
struggles to deal with the 
extra influx of passengers 
at the start of the school 
holidays - one of the busiest 
periods of the year. 

A statement on the Bir¬ 
mingham Airport website 
said Swissport’s staffing 


By Pete Madeley 

issues were ‘intermittently’ 
impacting on operations and 
passengers. 

“Birmingham Airport 
can confirm that ground 
handler, Swissport, is ex¬ 
periencing staffing issues, 
which are intermittently 
impacting on the operations 
and passengers,” it read. 

“Birmingham Airport 
is doing everything in its 
power to support Swissport 
and sincerely apologises for 
the impact this is having on 
passengers. 

“Swissport is contracted 
by airlines to manage 
ground operations at Bir¬ 
mingham; however, rec¬ 
ognising the impact to 
customers, the airport is 
providing significant opera¬ 
tion support.” 


* West Timber & * 

Steels Ltd 


Save 

£150 


on average 

With E.ON Saver Fixed 1 Year 
*/ Protect your energy prices 
V Award winning service 


Switch 
to us 
today 


0333 202 4422 

eonenergy.com/saver 

&ort 


*Saving quoted is calculated for dual fuel customers on unrestricted meters, using the national 
average prices across all regions of standard variable tariffs not in receipt of payment or other 
discounts, of large suppliers at Ofgem typical domestic consumption and switching to E.ON Saver 
Fixed 1 Year v12, paying by fixed monthly Direct Debit, managing account online with paperless billing 
and receiving a Dual Fuel discount. Not available to prepayment, restricted hours tariff meter, gas only 
or non-residential customers. 


1 A[ignmentjf rorri 


CAMBELTS, CLUTCHES, TYRES, 
EXHAUSTS, BRAKES, MOT REPAIRS 

^rbnfBfake Pads fitted^<^3£95xP 
Exhausts fitted ^£35.95^ 
Clutches fitted £129, 

Timing Belts fitted fauwX 10 f 

x Diagnostics£20 


- • / LMUIJIIUUIIUU ffcwns 

■ 10% 0 I Tracking^ EMX 

L WITH THIS « \ Prices all subject to VAT 

b VOUCHER 

WiVl Bridge Street Industrial Estate, 
Bridge Stre #ednesbury WS10 OAW 

Call Steve 

Member Of Good Gang* Scheme 0 
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Holidaymaker 
spooked by snap 
of ghostly girl 



The picture from the Sistine Chapel 

A HOLIDAYMAKER got a fright when 
he checked his snaps from a trip to Ita¬ 
ly and saw what looks like the ghost of a 
girl at the Sistine Chapel. 

Michael Jones, aged 53, was on holiday 
with his wife in Rome earlier this month, 
when the couple visited the Vatican City 
and he took a picture that appears to 
show a girl on the floor - who Mr Jones 
says was not there. 

For 100 euros the couple took up the 
once in a lifetime opportunity to visit the 
15th century built chapel, the official res¬ 
idence of the Pope. Mr Jones, who works 
for forklift manufacturer Narrow Aisle 
Ltd, in Tipton, decided to use his new¬ 
ly-bought tablet to take photos inside the 
historic building. 

Mr Jones, who now lives in Sedgley, 
said he could not believe his eyes when 
he saw the photo of what appeared to be 
of a young, lifeless girl on the floor. 

He said: “I was taking photos on my 
tablet and I haven’t a clue how you work 
these things. It was really something 
inside so I was just taking photos of 
everything in there. The floor had a beau¬ 
tiful marble design so I decided to take a 
picture of that. 

“It wasn’t until I got back to the hotel I 
saw the image of the girl there - she was 
100 per cent not there at the time of the 
photo. You can see a man’s legs on the 
picture, he was there. When I first saw it 
I was choked up, a tear came to my eye.” 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Daniel digs in to build a 
career in construction 


A HOUSING development being built in Tip- 
ton is giving an Oldbury teenager the oppor¬ 
tunity to establish his construction career. 

Construction bosses at regional house builder Kier 
Living were so impressed with the willingness and 
determination of Daniel Williams, aged 17, while he 
was on a two-week work experience placement that 
they offered him a bricklaying apprenticeship. 

Sandwell Council’s Think n», noiiirl Rannor 

Sandwell Area Employment P Y UdVia Pdlmer _ 

team lined up the placement 
for Daniel - who was look¬ 
ing for some practical work 
experience after finishing a 
Craft Diploma in Brickwork 
at Sandwell College. 

Kier is building 29 new 
homes on the former 
Princes End Primary school 
in Tibbington Terrace in¬ 
cluding seven new council 
homes for Sandwell Council. 

Both Abdul Mozzamdar, 

Kier Living’s Early Careers 
Manage and Site Manager 
David Norris thought that 
Daniel had something worth 
investing in and offered him 
the apprenticeship which 
also means he can study for 
an NVQ Level 2 qualifica¬ 
tion at the same time. 

Abdul said: “Daniel joined 
us on a week’s work experi¬ 
ence placement organised 
by Sandwell Council, he did 
so well that we offered him 


an additional week which he 
accepted without hesitation. 
The sub-contractor partner 
that he worked with was re¬ 
ally impressed with his work 
ethic and dedication. 

Daniel said: “This is a 
brilliant opportunity for me 
to learn and earn with on- 
the-job training. I am look¬ 
ing forward to developing 
my skills and achieving my 
Level 2 and then hopefully 
my Level 3. Looking to the 
future, I’d like to work in 
construction management.” 

Regeneration chief Coun¬ 
cillor Paul Moore, said: “I’d 
like to congratulate Daniel 
on his achievement.” 

Anyone wanting more in¬ 
formation about apprentice¬ 
ship opportunities can email 
enquiries_recruitment@ 
sandwell.gov.uk or call 0121 
569 2099. 



Abdul Mozzamdar, Early Careers Manager Kier Living; Daniel Williams, Kier Living bricklaying 


Grassroots 
volunteers 
are awarded 

VOLUNTEERS in grass¬ 
roots football in Tipton are 
celebrating after being re¬ 
warded for their work. 

Birmingham County 
Football Association’s 
annual awards ceremony 
took place at St Andrews 
Stadium on July 17. 

Hosted by BBC pre¬ 
senter Jenny Wilkes, more 
than 100 volunteers were 
in attendance, represent¬ 
ing a total of 18 clubs, 
leagues or football organi¬ 
sations. 

Winners included Tip- 
ton Youth for FA Charter 
Standard Development 
Club of the Year, Stour¬ 
bridge and District Youth 
League for FA Charter 
Standard League of the 
Year. 

Fantastic 

Walsall College won Bir¬ 
mingham County Football 
Association education pro¬ 
ject of the year. 

Kevin Shoemake, chief 
executive officer of Bir¬ 
mingham FA, said: “It was 
a fantastic evening which 
really highlighted the 
amazing people we have 
involved in the grassroots 
game around the region. 

“We would like to thank 
Birmingham City for their 
support and fantastic hos¬ 
pitality, and local sponsors 
Irwin Mitchell and their 
guests for attending. Con¬ 
gratulations again to all 
the nominees and winners, 
they should be extremely 
proud of their achieve¬ 
ments and the exceptional 
standards they set both lo¬ 
cally and nationally.” 


7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street 
Tipton 

West Midlands 


Funerals 
Memorials 
Floral Tributes 
Bespoke Funeral Plans 


DY4 8QL 


Flome Arrangements On request 


v 

G&lmason ltd 


Funeral Directors 

Established 2016 


0121 557 7550 / 0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 


GQG 

Commercial Fitting Service Ltd 

Getting You Back On The Road 

Heavy and Light Commercial Vehicle Specialists 
ALL work undertaken on ALL makes and models 


Over 30 years experience in commercial fitting 
Break Test Machines • High Somers Lift 



Maintenance Contracts Welcome 



Telephone Today 

0121 556 9808 


Commercial Fitting Services Ltd 
23 Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill, Tipton, 
West Midlands DY4 0EF 



Beautiful 

bathrooms at 
affordable prices 


r 


M 







Providing - 

Building Landscaping 
& Plumbing Materials 


Visit our bathrooml 
showroom. Now I 
open to the public! 




STAFFORDSHIRE 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

0121 556 0496 


■an Street, Ocker Hill 
Tipton DY4 OEQ 
www.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk 



Ladies Mobile Hairdressing 


Mobile: 07980 052 027 


CUT & BLOW £14 
COLOUR from £28 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
CUT & SET OR 
BLOW WAVE £12 

PERM £25 

i 





<TYRES 


NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY 

UNBEATABLE 01214391980 
PRICES ON TYRES 07845 880 520 


NEW & PART WORN TYRES all sizes in stock 



232 WHITEHALL ROAD 


GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 


II I I I I I' I 


UN CORN 

www.unicornnursery.co.uk 

Nurse^ 

131 High Street Princes End 

•/ Full-time places 7.30 am — 6 pm 
S 30 Hours FREE for 3 and 4 year olds 
S 15 Hours FREE for 2 year olds 

Why choose Unicorn? 

V High staff/child ratios. In the 3-4 year old class we offer 1 
adult to 8 children (unlike schools, which is 1:13). We give your 
child that much more personal attention. 

V Flexibility. Unlike school, we are as flexible as you want. 
YOU choose how you want to spend your hours. Mornings/ 
afternoons, term-time/spread through the year so it fits in 
with YOUR needs. 

S Unicorn offers a more nurturing environment. The whole 
setting is devoted to Early Years education with all of our prac¬ 
titioners and carers passionate about young children. 

Drop in, anytime, e-mail info@unicornnursery.co.uk, ring 
(0121 557 0011) for more details or to reserve a place. 



Tipton/ 


Come to our Oldbury Branch Open Day 9.30-2 Wed July 26 




































































Travelling: 
Making the 
going easy 

STAY safe - that is the message as 
Staffordshire prepares to welcome 
thousands of people for the V Festival 
later this month. 

The county council is working with 
festival organisers, the police and 
Highways England to ensure people 
travel to the Weston Park festival site 
safely and with minimum disruption. 

V is taking place on the weekend of 
August 19 and 20. It is the county’s 
largest visitor event - known to at¬ 
tract up to 85,000 festival-goers every 
year, and brings in around £9 million 
to the local economy. 

The council’s cabinet member for 
economic growth Mark Winnington 
said: “We’re pleased to see so many 
people come to the county. “We’re 
reminding people to follow official 
travel advice and directions only, not 
sat navs, and when they arrive at the 
site to keep themselves safe. 

Smoothly 

“We want people to have a safe 
and enjoyable time at the festival and 
we work with the organisers, police, 
Highways England and district coun¬ 
cil each year to ensure everything 
runs smoothly. 

“The event provides a significant 
boost to local business and to our 
economy as thousands of people come 
into the county. “Residents are used 
to the festival and will be prepared for 
it; however we would like to remind 
anyone travelling in the area, particu¬ 
larly on the Friday (18) or Monday 
(21) that they should allow additional 
time for their journeys. 

“Buses will be running to and from 
the site from Stafford station - offer¬ 
ing a convenient service to festivalgo- 
ers and helping to cut congestion on 
the roads.” 

People should only follow official V 
Festival traffic signs. 

For traffic information, people 
should go to www.trafficengland.com 
or www.roadworks.org 


V Festival - sounds like 
laugh a minute for fans 



Headlining - double Grammy winner Pink 
brims with energy and attitude as a live act 



Headlining - Jay-Z is a colossus of hip hop, hav¬ 
ing sold more than 50 million records globally 


TUNE into the sounds of laughter as lead¬ 
ing comic stars line up with the music stars 
at this month’s V Festival 

Raising the smiles will be Lee Nelson, Seann 
Walsh, Joel Dommett, Dave Hill and Jen Brister. 

These, and others, will line up at nearby Weston Park 
the weekend of August 19 and 20 alongside the sounds 
of Pink, Jay Z, Craig David, Elbe Goulding, Stormzy and 
Jess Glynne. After winning the Best Newcomer award 
in 2008, Joel Dommett’s career has gone from strength- 
to-strength. His recent stint on I’m A Celeb ensured a 
laugh a minute for his fellow campmates. 

He says: “I’m super excited to be doing comedy at V 
festival. My favourite word starts with V. Vestibule. I’m 
beyond excited to see Stormzy. My mum recently called 
him ‘Grimezy’ and I laughed for 20 minutes.” 

Controversial 

Simon Brodkin, or better known as his controversial 
alter-ego, Lee Nelson is no stranger to the comedy cir¬ 
cuit. He is perhaps most known for his outlandish stunts 
and raucous behaviour, such as his famous cameo on 
stage with Kanye West. Also joining the comedy line 
up is multi award-winning comedian Seann Walsh. Re¬ 
viewed by The Guardian as ‘unquestionably the best ob¬ 
servational comic of his generation’. He says: “Having 
reached my 30s, I thought it best to avoid festivals where 
I could. But my agent assures me V Fest is a chilled fes¬ 
tival with a range of falafel stands, yurts and even has 
a yoga tent - the sort of festival, he said, where people 
even bring their kids.” 

Next up will be South-Londoner Jen Brister, famous 
for her politically-angled humour. Appearing regularly 
on Live At The Apollo, Nevermind The Buzzcocks and 8 
Out Of 10 Cats, funny guy Joe Lycett is sure to delight 
with his quick wit. 

Irish comedy and hip-hop duo, The Rubberbandits, 
will shock the audience with their unusual attire and 
unique stagecraft. And making his way across the pond 
is stateside star, Dave Hill. Named as one of 10 comics 
to watch by Variety!, 

V Festival will also feature BBC New Comedy Award 
nominee, Laura Lexx. 




Time for a laugh - top comics Lee Nelson, left, and Joel Dommett who are bound to 
put a smile on the faces of the thousands of fans at both venues 



Stormzy - grime and hip hop artist. He is bound to get the crowds going 
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From 


including VAT 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 




Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 



© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction rate 

© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


01384 442 490 l—\ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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SPONSORS 
OF AWARDS 



TOP: Winners from the 
first awards 

MIDDLE: Ambassador of 
the Year Greg Hedges and 
Watchman V 

RIGHT: Louis Johnson, 
took the title of Young Star 




Chance to reward 
that special person 



The voice of Strictly, Alan Dedicoat, hosted the last event 


DO you know someone who de¬ 
serves a Great Big Thank You? Is 
it about time they received rec¬ 
ognition for all their hard work in 
a glittering ceremony attended by 
celebrities from across the region? 

Perhaps it’s the person you always turn 
to for advice in your community, someone 
who supports you and always goes the ex¬ 
tra mile to help? Maybe they have helped 
your area to improve and flourish against 
the odds? Are they your community cham¬ 
pion? 

Maybe they are just someone who is 
known by everyone as being someone you 
can trust to do the best for you and where 
you live? Are they always giving up their 
time to help? Could they be crowned ‘Vol¬ 
unteer of the Year’? 

Or maybe you know someone who has 
done their utmost to promote their local 
roots, someone who encourages people to 
think more positively about the West Mid¬ 
lands and deserves to be crowned ‘Ambas¬ 
sador of the Year’? 

Strived 

You may know someone special who, 
even though they’re so young, has strived 
to achieve their goals in the last 12 months, 
working hard in their chosen hobby or 
sport to triumph against the adversity of an 
illness or long-term condition? Do you think 
they deserve the ‘Young Star Award?’ 

There might be someone you know who 
happily gives up their time to raise funds for 
a cause close to their heart. Whether adult 
or child, this individual leads by example 
making an extra effort to support others 
who are less fortunate than themselves. Are 
they your Fundraiser of the Year? 

Do you know a teacher who goes beyond 
the call of duty to do the very best for their 


students, or a learner who puts in the extra 
hours to achieve? 

Is there someone who has worked tire¬ 
lessly to change their life, despite obstacles 
stacked against them? Have they made their 
way through a difficult time in the last 12 
months and made a fresh start? Could they 
win the ‘Fresh Start Award’? 

Whatever they do, we want to hear about 
them from you. Tell us why this person is so 


special and nominate them for one of the Ex¬ 
press & Star’s prestigious Great Big Thank 
You Awards - which will bring them the rec¬ 
ognition they deserve. 

They will also have the opportunity to meet 
some of the most well-known faces of the re¬ 
gion in a ceremony aimed exclusively at their 
achievements. 

The sparkling ceremony will take place ear¬ 
ly next year. 


The Grand Theatre: 

Ambassador of the Year 

A person who has done the most 
to promote their Black Country and 
Staffordshire roots within their chosen 
charity, team or hobby. 

NatWest: 

Community Champion(s) 

Someone who has served or in¬ 
spired others or performed in an ex¬ 
ceptional way, giving something back 
to their community. 

whg: Fresh Start Award 

Whatever life has thrown at this indi¬ 
vidual, they will not only have survived 
but now be making a contribution to 
their community. 

HomeServe: 

Fundraiser of the Year 

There are often personal reasons 
why individuals of all ages put effort 
into raising money for a good cause. 
This award is not about the amount 
raised but the commitment involved. 

The University of 

Wolverhampton: Learner Award 

Someone who has overcome obsta¬ 
cles and moved their life forward, an 
achiever who has learned new skills 
and developed their knowledge in their 
chosen field. 

City of Wolverhampton 

Council: Teacher of the Year 

A teacher who inspires their pupils, 
encourages them to enjoy learning and 
does whatever they can to help them 
achieve their potential. 

Express & Star: Volunteer 

of the Year 

This award will go to an individual 
who regularly puts others before them¬ 
selves and is generous with their time 
to support an individual or group. 

Signal 107: 

Young Star Award 

Person, aged 16 or under, who has 
gone above and beyond in achieving 
their goals in the past 12 months. 


WHO DO YOU THINK 
DESERVES A GREAT 
BIG THANK YOU? 




How to nominate 




HANKi 

YO. 

Awards 2017 f 


If you know someone or a group of people who 
you think deserve to be considered for an award, 
simply complete the form opposite. For more 
information on each award category visit the 
website starthankyou.expressandstar.co.uk. 

If you’re not sure which category is the most 
suitable, don’t worry, the judges will decide 
where they best belong. 

Nominees should live or work in the Black 
Country or south Staffordshire, i.e. within the 
circulation area of the Express & Star. 

What happens next? 

A panel of judges will decide who goes through 
to the next round. The finalists, with a write¬ 
up about each of them, will be featured in 
the Express & Star and online. Readers can 
then vote for who they think deserves to win 
by cutting out special tokens printed in the 
paper which will appear from October 19 until 
November 18. The winner in each category will 
be the person with the most votes. 

The chosen finalists, along with selected guests, 
will be invited to an awards evening in the 
New Year, when the winners will be announced. 


Campaign sponsors 


Expect* a Star 


Send your submission to: 

The Editor 

The Great Big Thank You Awards 
Express & Star 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES 

For details and to nominate online go to 

starthankyou.expressandstar.co.uk 

If you have any questions please call the 
promotions team on 01902 319360 

Closing date for entries is 12 noon, Monday, August 21, 2017. 
Proposers must be aged 18 or over. All nominees’ contact 
information must be on an official nomination form, either in 
print (and signed by the proposer) or online. You should tell your 
nominee that you are putting their name forward. If the nominee is 
under the age of 16, then you must inform their parent/guardian, 
whose signature will be required for the print form or if nominating 
online, selecting the tick box on the electronic form to indicate 
you have done so. Employees and their immediate relatives of 
the MNA group of companies and campaign sponsors are not 
permitted to nominate in their own category. Nominees should 
be living or working in the Black Country/south Staffordshire, 
reflecting the Express & Star circulation area. If making more than 
one nomination, please use separate forms. All proposers and 
nominees must be prepared to take part in any relevant publicity 
including photographic and video coverage in print and online. 
Information (excluding contact details) on the person you are 
nominating will be used in-paper and online. The winner of each 
category will receive a prize tailored to them. There is no cash or 
prize alternative. If there is a voting tie in any category, a judging 
panel will choose the outright winner. The Editor’s decision is final. 


NOMINATION FORM 


Your details 


Your name:. 


Address: . 


Postcode _ 
Email:_ 


Daytime phone no.:. 


Details of who you are nominating 


Nominee/group name: _ 
Their address: _ 


Postcode:. 
Email: _ 


Tell us a bit more about them, such as their 
hobbies, interests etc_ 


Your signature_ 

If the person(s) you are nominating is under the age 
of 16 then signature of their parent/guardian 


Their name_ 

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Please select one of the following categories: 


□ Ambassador of the Year 
HP Fresh Start Award 

□ Learner Award 

□ Volunteer of the Year 


□ Community Champion(s) 

□ Fundraiser of the Year 

□ Teacher of the Year 

□ Young Star Award 


Tell us in no more than 100 words why you think the 
person or group you are nominating deserves to win 
(alternatively, write your comments on a blank piece 

of A4 paper)_ 


Their daytime phone no.:_ 

What is your connection with this person/group? 
(e.g family, neighbour, helper etc) 




OTYnr 


A NatWest HomeServe Kwhg slgnan07© 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


TRADITIONAL REAL All PUR 


Manager Mandy 
always ensure a 
warm welcome 
to customers old 
and new at the 
Waggon & Horses 
in Oldbury. 

Waggon & Horses also 
showcase all the major 
sporting events from 
Football to Boxing all 
featured on Sky Sports, 
BT Sports and Box 
Nation. For those who 
like ‘doing’ rather than 
‘watching’ there is the 
availability of the Pool 
Table. 

The pub itself boasts 


a wide range of 
ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including 
‘Real Ales’ which they 
rotate weekly. Regulars 
very often enjoy ales 
such as Bathams, AJ 
Ales, Oakham, JHB, 
Stairway To Heaven 
and MA Pardoes Entire, 
Plus many more!. 

The pub also run a 
loyalty scheme which 
means customers get 
lOp back on their card 
for every pound spend. 
The pub also has regular 
live entertainment over 
weekends and also 
offers a FREE Juke box 
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www.sherbornewharf.co.uk 

email@sherbornewharf.co.uk 


N/ ROWBOAT CRUISE & BUFFET LUNCH 


Come aboard one of our premier 
Narrowboats for a leisurely 
two hour cruise including a 
buffet style lunch 

• Sunday 20th August • Sunday 3rd September 

• Sunday 17th September & Sunday 1 st October (other dates available on request) 

£18 per person 

Includes a Free bottle of wine per two persons 



NEW FOR 2017 AFTERNOON TEA & CRUISE 


Dine at your leisure with a 2 hour cruise 
and Afternoon Tea served aboard one of 
our premier Narrowboats 

Friday 25th August • Friday 29th September • Friday 27th October 


(other dates available please contact to 
enquire) at 3.00pm-5.00pm 

Only £20 per person 


& 


FISH & CHIP SUPPER CRUISE 


mM 



Wine and dine at your 
leisure with a 2 hour cruise 
aboard one of our premier 
Narrowboats - 
Every 2 weeks from Thursday 17th August 
• Thursday 31st August • 14th September 
(other dates available on request) at 7.00pm-9.00pm 
Only £16 per person 
and includes a free bottle of wine per table 


DEPARTING FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION CENTRE 

Advanced booking is required 
Call 0121 455 6163 now to book your place 



* 

7 DAY 


CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 
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Wedding 
Receptions, 
Birthday 
Parties, 
Anniversaries 
and 

Funerals 
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It's Strictly business 
tor dancer Natalie 



A fter working so hard to 

establish herself on Strictly 
Come Dancing, leaving 
was the hardest thing. 
Natalie Lowe said a fond 
farewell earlier this year, 
following her partnership with Olympic 
long jump champion Greg Rutherford, 
after seven happy series. 

She’d also featured on Dancing With The Stars, in her 
native Australia, and knew it was time to go. 

The muscular blonde dancer says: “I spoke to a very 
good friend of mine about wanting to leave the show. 

I really felt like this was the year that I had to make the 
difficult decision of leaving. 

“My friend asked me what I wanted to do and I told 
him there were lots of exciting things in the future that I 
wanted to tackle.” 

Decision made, she set about working out her future. 
She planned to put her feet up for a few months then 
focus on a show she was producing at the end of the 
year. Her friend wasn’t so sure. 

“He had an idea. He was producing a show that he 
wanted me to be involved in. I said absolutely not. I told 
him that I was 99.9 per cent sure it would be a no. But he 
was persuasive and said the show, Rip It Up, was based 
in the 1950s. He’d seen a version and wanted to include 
dance in it. 

“At first, I was sure I wouldn’t do it but by the end of the 
conversation I was sure I would. I love that era and that 
music. I am a massive Elvis Presley fan. My mum and 
dad used to talk about going to dance nights on a Friday 
nights and leaving their house open and their car door 
open. It was a different world. I thought this would be the 
only chance that I could relive the era that I’m so fond of.” 

Before she knew it, Natalie had signed on the dotted 
line and agreed to star alongside Strictly Come Dancing 
champions Louis Smith MBE and Jay McGuiness in Rip 
It Up. 

Rip It Up promises to bring the fabulous soundtrack of 
the 1950’s to life in an explosion of song and dance that 
will see Natalie, Jay and Louis swing, bop, jitterbug, lindy 
hop, jive and ballroom their way through the greatest 
songs from the greatest decade of music; from romantic 
ballads and crooner classics to many of the era’s defining 
pop and rock’n’roll hits. 

AMAZING 

She was drawn to the production by the chance to work 
with Louis and Jay. 

“Louis is already a good friend, after winning the 
show with Flavia. And Jay did that amazing dance with 
Aliona. So I thought the three of us would be an amazing 
combination. 

“I love being on tour and the fact that we go to London 
Palladium is great. The whole show will be epic and 
amazing and full-on. There’s lots of jives and full-on 
dances.” 

Natalie has spent much of her life on the road. She was 
with a touring show for five years, dancing around the 
world. “It never really ended. That was our job, day in and 
day out. We would do it for eight months of the year and I 
loved it. So if I can survive that, I can do anything. 

“Taking two months out of my life to do something that 
I love with a passion is a privilege. I’m so excited to be 
dancing - I’m definitely not hanging the towel up.” 

Moving on so quickly and starring in theatres 
throughout autumn means she won’t have time to miss 
Strictly. “It’ll soften the blow. If I wasn’t working, I’d be 
there in front of the TV with the Kleenex, weeping. 

“But I think you can get too safe, too samey in your 
world. Something inside me wants to do more, and 
not just dance. I’ve been wanting to start up my own 
company for about 10 years. I’ve got other interests 
outside of dance. I’m not going to go and start playing 
baseball. But I want to develop new projects and be 
creative. 

“I loved Strictly. It’s the most amazing show in the 


whole wide world. But now I need to start challenging 
myself as a choreographer, director, producer - I need to 
start bringing shows to life without necessarily being in 
them.” 

Natalie says the reaction from the public is one of the 
most exciting experiences of Strictly - though she seldom 
realised how popular the show was until the end of each 
series. While filming was taking place, she was too busy 
working to notice. 

“You live, breathe, sleep and dance Strictly. You are 
up from August until the end of the year. In August, it’s 
a whole month of professional routines to get the show 
looking as amazing as possible. Then we have three 
weeks with our celebrity after the launch. So we’ve done 
two-and-a-half months before it comes to life. 

“Then we’re dancing with our partners six to 10 hours 
a day. We’ll come home, research music or have to do a 
solo performance. On average, I’d work a 14-16-hour day. 

I lived on four to six hours sleep per night during Strictly. 


You have to and you need to if you want to do well. That’s 
the sacrifice you have to make. You have to come up with 
ideas and storyboards. You have to think about lighting, 
costume, music and what feels right. Then you have to 
teach a celebrity. Then there’s interviews. But the public 
- you don’t realise how much they are loving you. It’s just 
home, studio, BBC, studio, home.” 

“It’s been the most amazing, educational journey of 
my whole, entire career. We start really good friends and 
always bump into each other. 

She remains in touch with the guys she danced with 
and believes they’re all incredible in different ways. 

“But it’s time to move on.” It’s time to Rip It Up. 

• Natalie brings her new show to Birmingham 
Symphony Hall on September 19; Aston Hall in Wrexham 
on September 21; and Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury on 
September 22. Tickets still on sale 
• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

























Picket line with Shane, played 
by Ash Matthews 



Brassed Off - but the 
Grand is anything but 


FOR the first time in almost 40 years, the 
Grand Theatre will produce a full-scale 
production in house. And it is proving an 
exciting time for the Wolverhampton theatre. 

Jeffrey Holland will play ex-miner and veteran 
conductor of Grimley Band, Danny in Brassed Off, 
from Wednesday August 23-Saturday, September 2. 

Other casting includes Christopher Connel who 
will play Phil, Miriam Grace Edwards as Sandra, Ash 
Matthews as Shane, Clara Darcy as Gloria and Eddy 
Massarella will play Andy. 

They will be joined by local actors Tim Jones as 
Harry, Greg Yates as Jim, Susie Wilcox as Vera and 
Donna Heaslip as Rita. Sharing the role of Craig will 
be Henry Hart, Samuel Allen Cooper and Alexander 
Hogg. Sharing the role of Melody will be Lydia Hart, 
Mollie Cotterill and Catherine Richmond-Maud. 


With the band - Jeffrey Ml 
Holland as Danny 







Miriam Grace Edwards 
who plays Sandra 



Grand Theatre Press & PR Manager Scott Bird said, 
“Meeting our cast for the first time was a very special 
moment. We’re all working towards a new chapter in 
Grand Theatre history. 

“The opportunity to produce our own drama 
production and have incredibly talented local actors 
and band members working with well-respected 
professional actors will no doubt create something 
very unique.” 

Jeffrey Holland (Danny) is probably best known 
for his portrayal of Spike in BBC TV’s Hi-De-Hi, the 
stuffy footman ‘James Twelvetrees’ in all four series 
of the hugely successful You Rang M’Lord? and 
more recently as Mr Cecil Parkin the stationmaster in 
Oh, Dr. Beeching! Born in Walsall Jeffrey trained in 
Birmingham and began his career with four and a half 
years in repertory at the Belgrade Theatre, Coventry 
where he eventually finished up as leading character 

man. His theatre work is extensive 
and includes seasons at the 
J Chichester Festival Theatre and 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Brassed Off is written by 
■ Paul Allen, adapted from the 
screenplay by Mark Herman. 

It’s 1994; and Danny’s lifelong 
ambition to lead Grimley Colliery 
Band to the National Brass Band 
Competition at the Royal Albert 
Hall looks like it might finally 
happen. But as Grimley pit faces 
closure, the future looks bleak as 
the town is thrown into conflict. 

HOPE 


Flugelhorn player Gloria 
arrives in town bringing with her 
a renewed sense of hope and a 
touch of romance, but no-one 
knows who she’s really playing 
for... 

Brassed Off is produced by 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre in 
association with talking Scarlet. It 
will be directed by Gareth Tudor 
Price, formerly Artistic Director 
of Hull Truck Theatre. Set and 
costume design is by John 
Brooking. Lighting design for the 
production is by Anthony Aston. 

The first drama to be produced 
by the theatre will feature a 
community cast who will appear 
in a variety of speaking and non¬ 
speaking roles alongside high- 
profile professional actors. 

There will also be a full brass 
band who will form an integral 
part of the production. 



nouse 


S Str^M r 

☆☆☆☆☆ 


liliS 


IndimilResfauranf 




e 


Chicken Specials 

Full spit roast chicken - 

BBQ/Grilled/Charcoal 

Only £4.50 

Sunday-Friday from 4pm-10pm 

Excellent menu available - 

just ask if your favourite isn’t on 
there and we will do our best 
to accommodate 

Function Room available - 
holds up to 150 guests 


All football 
matches shown 
live on Sky Sports 


FREE BOTTLE OF 
BLOSSOM HILL 
OR SIMILAR 
for groups of 4 

when dining in 


_ Catering Packages 

Available 


From £8.99 per head 

Vegetable Pakora 
Chick Peas, Masala 
Vegetable Samosa 
Darka Dahl 
Chicken Tikka 
Fish Pakora 
Chicken Tikka Masala 
Mixed Vegetable 

_ Rice/Naan _ 

FREE delivery up to 10 miles 
(must be 15 people or more) 
Traditional Home 
Made Punjabi Cuisine 


89 High Street, West Bromwich 0121 525 2769 - 07815 571402 


within a 3 mile Radius 


Indian Restaurant and 
Indian Takeaway 
Delicious freshly cooked 
Indian food using 
traditional herbs and spices 


178 Walsall Road, 
West Bromwich 
B71 3LH 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM 
Approx 120 Capacity 
T&C's apply 


0121 588 5755 

info@curryngrillhouse.co.uk 

www.curryngrillhouse.co.uk 


Vujon 

Classical Indian Cuisine 


SUMMER 

PROMOTION 

For a limited time only! 


4 COURSE MEAL SPECIAL OFFER 1 

• Popadoms • Any Traditional Starter • Any Traditional Main Course • Any Rice / Naan 
.DINE IN ONLY. 

Sunday to Thursday £8.95 pp Friday and Saturday £10.95 pp , 


' Y °u are 

we/come 

to bring 

your own 
\o/cohot J 


Telephone 0121 553 5353 

High Street, West Bromwich, B70, 8EN (Near Natwest Bank) 

‘Seafood dishes and non-traditional dishes / starters cost a additional £2.00 charge. This offer is for a limited period. 
Terms and conditions apply. Please ask a member of staff for more details. Free parking after 6pm at Astle Car Park 


FUNCTION ROOM 

Seats up to 60 people 


» 


Various food packages available 


Jy. Larry? Jfcstauraqt Bar 
Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 

EnmCHP-a on 

(®*2/ hip Advisor in 

tripadvisor* Wednesbury 

<3L) | 

a 

18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 71 

Open 7 days a week: 6pm - 

Tel: 0121 505 3080 / 
HQ 505 4250 

12pm www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 
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Performance Live - Flood: To 
The Sea 
(BBC2,10pm) 

A chance to see a performance 
of the ground-breaking drama 
To the Sea, the third instalment 
of James Phillips' epic four-part 
multimedia narrative Flood, 
which explores what might 
happen if England was 
destroyed by a global flood. 
Serving as a post-apocalyptic 
re-imagining of the flood myth 
found in Judeo-Christian 
scripture. Tonight's third 
installment asks a simple 
question: what if the masses of 
refugees, frequently seen on 
news broadcasts fleeing scenes 
of devastation, had English 
accents? 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.30 World Athletics 
Championships 2017. Gabby Logan 
presents coverage of the morning 
session on day nine at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park, including the men’s and women’s 
4x100m heats. Coverage continues on 
BBC2. 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

2.15 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 
Final Score. 5.20 BBC News. 5.30 
Regional Programme. 5.40 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the ninth and 
penultimate evening at The 
London Stadium in Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, where Mo 
Farah and Usain Bolt are set to 
make their final track appearances 
in the 5,000m and 4x100m finals 
respectively, hoping to add 
another gold each to their 
incredible medal tallies. The 
decathlon also concludes with the 
javelin and 1500m, and finals take 
place in the women’s high jump, 
100m hurdles and 4x100m, and 
men’s javelin. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents action from the opening 
round of Premier League fixtures, 
including Watford v Liverpool, 
Chelsea v Burnley and Brighton & 
Hove Albion v Manchester City. 
Liverpool defeated the Hornets 1-0 
in last season’s corresponding 
fixture thanks to Em re Can’s Match 
of the Day Goal of the Season- 
winner and will have expected 
another tough encounter. 
Meanwhile, Chelsea will have 
expected to get their title-defence 
off to a winning start and newly 
promoted Brighton faced a difficult 
task against Pep Guardiola’s 
expensively assembled side. 

12.00 Film: Buried. (2010) An American 
truck driver working in Iraq is kidnapped 
by guerrillas, who seal him in a wooden 
box and bury it in the desert. Discovering 
his cell phone has been left in the box 
with him, he uses this fragile link to the 
outside world to try to get help - but his 
supply of air is running low and even he 
does not know where he is. Thriller, 
starring Ryan Reynolds. 1.35 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 1.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.30 Film: Escapade in Japan. (1957) 
8.00 Film: Little Women. (1949) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen. 11.30 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.00 World Athletics 
Championships 2017. Further coverage 
of the opening session on day nine. 

12.30 Nigel and Adam’s Farm Kitchen. 

(R) 1.30 James Stewart: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 2.20 Film: The Philadelphia 
Story. (1940) Romantic comedy, starring 
Katharine Hepburn and Cary Grant. 4.10 
Only Connect. (R) 4.40 Gardeners’ 

World. (R) 5.40 The Sweet Makers: A 
Georgian Treat. (R) 

6.40 lolo’s Great Welsh Parks. New 
series, lolo Williams explores 
Great Orme Country Park in 
Llandudno. 

7.10 Proms Extra. As the Proms 
season crosses its halfway point, 
Katie Derham turns her attention 
to the National Youth Orchestra of 
Great Britain, which performed 
Thomas Ades’ Polaris as part of 
Prom 28 last weekend. She also 
revisits yesterday’s Prom 35, in 
which conductor John Wilson led 
his own ensemble in a rendition of 
Oklahoma!, by Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Richard 
Rodgers. Plus, David Owen Norris 
returns with Chord of the Week. 
7.50 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
is determined that all his men 
should be well-shod and have 
battle-worthy feet, so he starts a 
regimen involving lengthy route 
marches. (R) 

8.20 Film: Alice in Wonderland. 

(2010) A 19-year-old Alice returns 
to the magical land, having 
forgotten her previous adventures. 
She finds the tyrannical Red 
Queen has begun a reign of terror 
that can only be ended by slaying 
the monstrous Jabberwocky - a 
task she is seemingly destined to 
attempt. Tim Burton’s fantasy 
adventure based on Lewis Carroll’s 
novels, starring Mia Wasikowska, 
Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham 
Carter and Anne Hathaway. 

10.00 Performance Live - Flood: To the 
Sea. 

10.30Golf: USPGA Championship. 

Eilidh Barbour presents live 
coverage of the closing stages of 
day three at the fourth and final 
Major of the year, held at Quail 
Hollow Club in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

12.15 Film: The Way. (2010) 2.15This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R)7.25 Mr Bean:The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.40 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R)8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. (R) 
10.20 Gok’s Lunchbox. (R) 11.20 1000 
Heartbeats. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 

Weather. 12.25 Catchphrase. (R) 1.10 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 3.10 Film: 

Uncle Buck. (1989) Family comedy, 
starring John Candy. 5.00 Little Big 
Shots USA. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! Finest. 

Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including a mustard¬ 
swallowing challenge that 
backfires and a teenager who finds 
a cockroach in his dinner. (R) 

7.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

8.00 Joanna Lumley-Elvis and Me. 
The actress goes on a personal 
journey to discover more about 
Elvis, travelling to his birthplace 
and meeting Priscilla Presley to 
gain an insight into the man 
behind the myth. (R) 

9.00 The Nation’s Favourite Elvis 
Song. A countdown of the King’s 
20 greatest hits, from Heartbreak 
Hotel to Hound Dog, It’s Now or 
Never to Jailhouse Rock, as voted 
for by the British public. The 
programme, narrated by Zoe Ball, 
features archive footage and home 
movies, and contributions by 
different generations of stars who 
have been influenced by him, 
including Michael Buble, Cliff 
Richard, Cerys Matthews and 
Engelbert Humperdinck. (R) 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Tomorrow Never Dies. 

(1997) James Bond battles to stop 
a media mogul’s plan to start a war 
between Britain and China. Spy 
adventure, starring Pierce 
Brosnan. 

1.00 Jackpot247. 


SATURDA 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Adventure and Trail Running: UK 
Challenge. 6.40 Mobil 1 The Grid. 7.05 
British GT Championship. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 12.50 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 1.20 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 
3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, 
Little House. 5.35 Kirstie and Phil’s Love 
It or List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
and Alex Langlands investigate 
Merseyside’s coastal archaeology. 
They explore a beach full of rubble 
from the Second World War and 
discover evidence of people and 
animals dating back for 7000 
years. (R) 

8.00 Paul O’Grady’s Hollywood. The 

TV presenter continues his 
comprehensive exploration of the 
bombastic side of Hollywood, this 
time turning his attention to 
musical numbers that have 
elevated the popularity of their 
respective films. Over the years, 
Tinseltown musicals have touched 
on a wide variety of cinematic 
genres, from the family-friendly 
fantasies to urban dance and even 
more macabre territory via The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. Here, 
Paul revisits Mary Poppins’ 
tongue-twisting 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, 
Pinball Wizard from Tommy, and a 
variety of numbers from Fame and 
Flashdance. He also sheds light on 
how Disney animation studios are 
keeping the musical genre alive, 
with blockbuster hits such as 
Frozen, which came complete with 
its own Oscar-winning girl-power 
anthem Let It Go. Includes 
contributions by Jonathan Ross, 
Celine Dion, Maureen Lipman and 
more. The concluding part can be 
seen on More4 tomorrow at 9pm. 
9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Action thriller 
sequel, starring Bruce Willis, 

Helen Mirren and John Malkovich. 

11.15 Film: Let’s Be Cops. (2014) 
Premiere. Comedy, starring Jake 
Johnson and Damon Wayans Jr. 

1.10 Eden: Paradise Lost. (R) 2.05 The 
Last Leg. (R) 3.00 Hollyoaks. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.30 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Budgies Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.50 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 2.45 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 3.45 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 4.40 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

5.40 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 

6.35 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. A Devon woman spends a 
night in the cells after a dispute 
with a neighbour who happens to 
be a policeman, while a York man 
gets an unexpected soaking after 
an argument. (R) 

7.30 The Adele Story. Documentary 
charting the remarkable career 
trajectory of Adele Adkins, the pop 
and soul singer who rose from 
humble beginnings in Tottenham 
to become one of the biggest stars 
of the modern music industry. 

Now popular enough to warrant 
going by her forename only, 

Adele’s interest in music was 
encouraged by her mother from an 
early age. Winning a place at the 
Brit School in Croydon, Adele first 
shot into the public eye when her 
friend uploaded a demo to 
MySpace in 2006, and by the time 
she graduated, the singer had 
already secured a record deal. 
What followed were three hugely 
successful albums, 19,21 and 25, 
each of which surpassed the last in 
terms of critical acclaim and sales 
figures. Adele also scored an 
Oscar in 2013 for her song Skyfall, 
which featured as the theme of the 
James Bond film of the same 
name. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the latest games in 
the Championship, which included 
Sheffield Wednesday v Queens 
Park Rangers, Leeds United v 
Preston North End and Hull City v 
Burton Albion. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, which 
included Blackburn Rovers v 
Doncaster Rovers and Plymouth 
Argyle v Charlton Athletic. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother, orders. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Manford v 
Keegan. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cat 8. (R) 4.40 
Lip Sync Battle UK: Manford v Keegan. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Brain with David Eagleman 8.00 
Britain’s Treasure Islands 9.00 1 Know 
Who You Are 11.40 Top of the Pops: 

1984 12.40 How Quizzing Got Cool: TV’s 
Brains of Britain 1.40 Howto Make a 
Number One Record 2.40 Britain’s 
Treasure Islands 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.55 Harry Hill’s 
Alien Fun Capsule 1.20 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold Yearbook 2.25 Film: Planet 
51 (2009)3.25 FYI Daily 3.30 Film: 

Planet 51 (2009) 4.15 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 5.20 FYI Daily 5.25 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 5.55 Film: A Bug’s Life (1998) 

6.55 FYI Daily 7.00 Film: A Bug’s Life 
(1998) 8.00 Film: The Amazing Spider- 
Man 2 (2014) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 
The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014) 10.45 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 12.45 
Film: Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008) 

I. 45 FYI Daily 1.50 Film: Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall (2008) 2.45 Emma Willis: 
The Hot Desk 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.55 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 

12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Carry On 
Cruising (1962) 1.50 Wycliffe 3.00 Lewis 

4.55 Housewife, 49 7.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 
Law & Order: UK 1.55 Rising Damp 2.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

II. 00 BRDC Formula 3 Championship 
Highlights 12.00 Storage Wars 12.30 ITV 
Racing Live. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Ascot, Haydock Park and 
Newmarket. 4.30 Film: The Man from the 
Alamo (1953) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: 
The Man from the Alamo (1953) 6.10 
World Cup Rivalries: England v Argentina 

6.30 Storage Wars 7.00 World Series of 
Darts: Auckland 11.00 Film: Lock Up 
(1989) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Lock 
Up (1989) 1.15 Ironside 

E4 

11.35 Made in Chelsea: Ibiza 12.35 How 
I Met Your Mother 1.35 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.15 The Big 
Bang Theory 7.50 Film: Night atthe 
Museum (2006) 10.00 Film: The Host 
(2013) 12.25 Gogglebox 2.20 Rude Tube 

3.15 Tattoo Fixers 4.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.55 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Courage Mountain (1990) 1.00 Dr 
Dolittle (1998) 2.40 Dr Dolittle 2 (2001) 
4.20 Dr Dolittle 3 (2006) 6.10 Robin 
Hood (2010) 9.00 Riddick (2013) 11.20 
Zombieland (2009) 1.00 Wake in Fright 
(1971) 3.15 Close 





Lunch Special Available 3.00 - 6.00 
3 Course Meal £9.90 

(Choice of Cold Starter or Hot Starter) 


• • • Main Courses and Desserts • • • 


COLD STARTER 

HUMMUS 

Blend of chickpeas, tahini, hint of garlic, olive oil and lemon juice 

TARAMA SALAD 

Freshly prepared whipped cod roe, garlic, olive oil and lemon juice 

CACIK (TZATZIKI) 

A mixture of homemade yoghurt, cucumber, dry mint dill, garlic and 
olive oil 

PANCAR SALATA PEYNIRLI 
(BEETROOT SALAD WITH CHEESE) 

Pickled beetroot, coriander, garlic, olive oil, feta cheese and mint 
YOGURTLU PATLICAN 
(AUBERGINE WITH YOGHURT) 

Aubergine baked in our clay oven, prepared with fresh garlic, herbs, 
olive oil and yoghurt 

SAKSUKA 

Smoked aubergine with parsley, mixed pepper, onions and tomatoes 
SARMA (STUFFED LEAVES) 

Onions, rice, pine nuts, mixed spices, olive oil and vine leaves 

HOT STARTER 

SUCUK (GARLIC SAUSAGE) 

Grilled Turkish Sausages 

FALAFEL 

Crushed broad beans, chickpeas, mixed peppers, onions, celery, 
coriander, garlic and herbs (deep fried) 

GARLIC MUSHROOMS 

Mushrooms cooked in tomato and garlic sauce with fresh cream 
BOREK (FILO PASTRY) 

Filo pastry filled feta cheese, parsley and baby spinach 


MAIN COURSES / GRILL 

MEAT MOUSSAKA 

Sliced aubergine, minced meat, potatoes courgettes topped with 
cheese sauce, served with rice and salad 

LAMB SAUTE 

Cubes of lamb cooked with mixed peppers, mushrooms, onions, 


CHICKEN SAUTE 

Cubes of chicken breast cooked with red peppers, green peppers, 
mushrooms, onions, tomatoes and herbs served with rice 

KEBABS 

Choice of following kebabs 

CHICKEN SHISH 

Adana Kofte, Chicken Kofte 

CHICKEN WINGS 
SALMON 

Marinated salmon steak grilled on charcoal, served with salad and 
chips 

CHICKEN PASTA 

Mushrooms, mixed peppers, courgette with creamy sauce 


DESSERTS 


SUTLAC (RICE PUDDING) 

Istanbul Restaurant has a charcoal grill that provides freshly grilled 
meat and fish dishes. It has a team of chefs with a combined cooking 
experience of over 15 years. The takeaway service is unique, provid¬ 
ing exquisite cuisines like the ‘dining experience’. 


Wraps 

Meal 


Chicken Wrap 
Adana Wrap 
Chicken Shish Wrap 

Served with chips and drink 


£ 6.00 

Eat In or Collection 

(3.00pm ‘til 6.00pm) 


185 High Street, Rowley Regis, B65 0DU 

Tel: 0121 6799 721 























































Valkyrien 
(BBC2,10pm) 

New series. Norwegian drama 
about a surgeon who refuses to 
accept that his terminally ill wife 
cannot be saved, and takes 
matters into his own hands. 
With the aid of an unhinged 
former patient, he turns a 
disused bunker underneath an 
underground station into his 
own illegal clinic where he can 
treat his comatose wife himself. 
However, his search for an 
elusive cure requires money, so 
he resorts to treating people 
who cannot seek medical help 
through official channels, from 
refugees to criminal gangs. In 
Norwegian. Full series available 
online. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 Sunday 
Morning Live. 11.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Wanted 
Down Under. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 4.00 
Super Small Animals. (R) 5.00 Songs of 
Praise. 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani and Sean 
Fletcher present an episode 
exploring Dartmoor. Anita takes a 
trip along a trail that connects local 
artists and crafts people, meeting 
a blacksmith and learning to spin 
wool using traditional methods, 
while Sean investigates how 
unwanted Dartmoor pony foals 
that would normally be culled at 
birth can instead be used in 
therapy for people with learning 
difficulties. 

7.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art expert Philip Mould investigate 
the complex and controversial 
stories surrounding the origins of 
supposedly valuable works of art. 
(R) 

8.00 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
further coverage of the 10th and 
concluding evening at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, featuring the finals 
of four more events. Asbel Kibrop 
and Caster Semenya will be 
among the favourites in the 
respective men’s 1500m and 
women’s 800m finals, before 
attention switches to the men’s 
and women’s 4x400m relays, both 
of which Great Britain will be 
hopeful of winning medals in 
should they be involved. With 
commentary by Steve Cram, 
Brendan Foster, Andrew Cotter 
and Steve Backley, and analysis 
from Michael Johnson, Denise 
Lewis and Colin Jackson. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

II. 30 Brendan Foster: A Life in 

Athletics. An insight into the 
career of the broadcaster and 
former athlete, who won gold as a 
long distance runner at the 
European Championships and 
Commonwealth Games in the 
1970s. (R) 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 



BBC2 
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6.20 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.05 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.50 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.50 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Nadiya’s British Food Adventure. 
(R) 11.45 Lorraine’s Fast, Fresh and Easy 
Food. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 
World Athletics Championships 2017. 
Coverage of day 10. 4.30 Britain’s 
Ancient Capital: Secrets of Orkney. (R) 

5.30 Steve Backshall’s Extreme 
Mountain Challenge. (R) 

6.30 World Athletics Championships 
2017. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the 10th and 
concluding evening at The London 
Stadium in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. Great Britain’s 
Robbie Grabarz and Laura Muir 
will hope to be involved in the 
respective high jump and 5,000m 
finals, and medals are also decided 
in the women’s discus. With 
commentary by Steve Cram, 
Brendan Foster, Andrew Cotter and 
Steve Backley, and analysis from 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis 
and Colin Jackson. Coverage 
continues on BBCl. 

8.00 Secrets of Silicon Valley. Parttwo 
of two. Jamie Bartlett investigates 
the impact of technology on 
democracy, revealing how aspects 
of social media designed to benefit 
the advertising industry by 
gathering personal data about 
users can be used to influence 
voters and spread misinformation. 
Featuring contributions from a key 
insider on Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign. 

9.00 North Korea: Murder in the 

Family. Documentary examining 
the murder of the North Korean 
dictator’s half-brother Kim Jong- 
nam at Kuala Lumpur airport. The 
programme examines the 
activities of North Korean secret 
agents at the airport on the day of 
the killing, and reports on a 
powerful international business 
network that has allowed the Kim 
dynasty to remain in power for 
nearly 70 years. 

10.00 Golf: USPGA Championship. 

Eilidh Barbour presents live 
coverage of the closing stages of 
day four at the fourth and final 
Major of the year, held at Quail 
Hollow Club in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Live coverage begins on 
the interactive service at 7.00pm. 

12.15 Film: The Body. (2012) 2.00 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.25 Long Lost Family. (R) 
11.25 Love Your Garden. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 1.00 Rebound. 

(R) 2.00 Women’s Rugby World Cup 
2017. England v Italy (Kick-off 2.30pm). 

4.45 Bear Grylls Survival School. (R) 

5.10 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 

6.10 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Melanie 
Sykes, Heather Small, Andrew 
Castle and Graeme Le Saux pit 
their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 1 . (2010) 
The dark lord Voldemort rises to 
ultimate power over the magical 
world, so the teenage wizard and 
his friends set out on a mission to 
find the magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing parts of the 
evil wizard’s soul that hold the key 
to destroying him. The first half of 
the two-part conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Ralph Fiennes, Emma 
Watson and Rupert Grint. 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
the UK’s biggest ever drugs bust 
and a robbery in a small Kent town 
in which £53million was stolen. 
Last in the series. (R) 

11.35 Take Me Out. An account manager 
from Leeds, a housing executive 
from Belfast, a professional BMX 
rider from Portsmouth and an IT 
manager from Exeter try to impress 
30 women and win a date. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.00 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 6.15 
Last Man Standing. 6.40 Last Man 
Standing. 7.05 Last Man Standing. 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 Film: Volcano. (1997) Disaster 
thriller, starring Tommy Lee Jones. 4.35 
A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 
5.35 Homes by the Med. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Night at the Museum: 

Secret of the Tomb. (2014) 
Premiere. Nightwatchman Larry 
notices that the living exhibits of 
his museum are behaving 
strangely. He discovers that the 
magical artefact that brings them 
to life is damaged, so he and his 
friends travel to London’s Natural 
History Museum to find a way to 
restore it. Fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller, Rebel Wilson 
and Robin Williams in his final film 
role. 

9.00 Valkyrien. New series. Norwegian 
drama about a surgeon who 
refuses to accept that his 
terminally ill wife cannot be saved, 
and takes matters into his own 
hands. With the aid of an unhinged 
former patient, he turns a disused 
bunker underneath an 
underground station into his own 
illegal clinic where he can treat his 
comatose wife himself. However, 
his search for an elusive cure 
requires money, so he resorts to 
treating people who cannot seek 
medical help through official 
channels, from refugees to 
criminal gangs. In Norwegian. Full 
series available online. 

10.00 Gogglebox: The Best Bits. The 
best and funniest moments from 
the recent series, including 
armchair TV reviews of Culinary 
Genius, Britain’s Got Talent, Line of 
Duty and Cruising with Jane 
McDonald. (R) 

11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Regular team captain Sean Lock 
and guest captain Sarah Millican 
are joined by Roisin Conaty and 
Rhod Gilbert, while David 
O’Doherty presides in Dictionary 
Corner. (R) 

12.05 Film: Ouija. (2014) 1.35 60 Days 
in Jail. (R) 2.30 Gillette World Sport. 

2.55 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.20 Mobil 1 
The Grid. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 

6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 
7.05 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.15 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.25 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.50 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.20 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.35 Floogals. (R) 

8.50 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.05 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.25 Football on 5: The Championship. 
(R) 11.25 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.55 Film: Haunted Honeymoon. 

(1986) 1.30 Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
2.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 3.00 
Disobedient Dogs Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 4.00 Dads Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. (R) 5.00 Brides Make You 
Laugh Out Loud.(R) 

6.00 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
Compilation of internet videos, 
including cats playing musical 
instruments, dressed in costumes 
and riding on vacuum cleaners. 
Narrated by lain Lee, with 
commentary by Susan Caiman. 

(R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Paul and Steve face a 
moral dilemma in south London, 
when they find out the tenant they 
have been instructed to evict is on 
his way to a funeral. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
east London, High Court 
Enforcement Agents Paul and Phil 
are involved in a brothel eviction, 
while in south Wales, Stewart and 
Elmore chase a debt owed by a 
working mum. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.05 Autopsy: Cory Monteith. The 

death of the Glee star. 

11.05 Film: The Boy Next Door. (2008) 

A novelist becomes the prime 
suspect when her next door 
neighbour is murdered, so decides 
to investigate the case herself. 
Thriller, with Dina Meyer and 
Woody Jeffreys. 

12.40 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cat 8. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2017 9.20 John Denver 
at Wembley Arena 10.00 The Sky at Night 

10.30 Black Roses: The Killing of Sophie 
Lancaster 11.15 Return to Betjemanland 

12.15 The Man Who Fought the Planners: 
The Story of Ian Nairn 1.15 Storyville: 
Russia’s Toughest Prison - The 
Condemned 2.35 How Quizzing Got Cool: 
TV’s Brains of Britain 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Ninja Warrior UK 12.50 Mr Bean 

I. 55 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.25 
Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium 
(2007) 3.25 FYI Daily 3.30 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

4.20 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 5.25 FYI 
Daily 5.30 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 6.15 
Film: Hotel Transylvania (2012) 7.15 FYI 
Daily 7.20 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 8.00 Film: Crazy, Stupid, Love 
(2011) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Crazy, 
Stupid, Love (201 1)10.20 Family Guy 

II. 50 American Dad! 1.15 The Cleveland 
Show 2.10 The Vamps: The Hot Desk 

2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.35 The Darling Buds of May 12.40 
Heidi 2.55 Wycliffe 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Law & Order: UK 12.00 Wire in the Blood 
2.00 Lewis 3.40 Sherlock Holmes: The 
Sign of Four 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. Round seven from 
Knockhill. 6.15 Hat-Trick Heroes 6.30 
Storage Wars 7.00 World Series of Darts: 
Auckland 11.00 Film: American History 
X (1998) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: 
American History X (1998) 1.25 BRDC 
Formula 3 Championship Highlights 2.30 
Tommy Cooper 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea: Ibiza 12.05 Film: 
Escape from Planet Earth (2013) 1.50 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.00 Kevin Can 
Wait 2.30 The Goldbergs 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Beautiful 
Creatures (2013) 10.25 Don’t Tell the 
Bride 11.30 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 

12.35 Body Fixers 1.40 Gogglebox 2.25 
Rude Tube 3.45 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 1.00 
Picture Perfect (1997) 3.00 Dragonball 
Evolution (2009) 4.40 Shrek (2001) 6.25 
The Way Back (2010) 9.00 The Heat 
(2013) 11.20 Vertigo (1958) 1.55 
Hitchcock/Truffaut (2015) 3.40 Close 


Aston 7 ! 


Auctioneers & Valuers 


* Officially appointed Auctioneers & Valuers to West Midlands Police * 
* The only NAVA accredited chattels auctioneers in the Midlands * 

* As seen on various TV channels including BBC, ITV and Channel 5 * 



IMAVA 



FREE VALUATION DAYS in Dudley 

Every Wednesday 10am to 4pm - Free Parking & Free Tea/Coffee 
Aston's Auctioneers, Baylies Hall, Tower Street, Dudley DY11NB 

Our experts are here to value your items. 

* Jewellery, Coins, Wrist and Pocket Watches, Silver, Medals. 

* Antiques, Collectables, Ceramics, Sports Memorabilia etc. 

* Vintage toys including Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Star Wars, Sindy. 

* Hornby & other Model Railways and Model Kits inc. Airfix. 

* Designer Clothes & Handbags - Vintage & Modern Fashion. 

* Film & Music Memorabilia inc. Cinema Posters & Vinyl Records. 

* Comic Books including Marvel, DC, Batman, Spider-Man etc. 

* Cameras, Lenses & Photographic Equipment inc. Leica & Nikon. 



Auctions in August 

Tuesday 15th August at 11am 

General & Commercial Auction 
inc. West Midlands Police Lots! 

Public Viewing Times: 
Monday 14th August 12pm to 4pm 
Tuesday 15th August 9am to 11am 
ENTRY TO SALE & VIEWING IS 
£2 PER PERSON FOR THIS SALE 


Thursday 17th August at 10am 

Toy & Model Railway Auction 

Public Viewing Times: 
Wednesday 16th August 12pm to 4pm 
Thursday 17th August 8am to 10am 


www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 01384 931001 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Heart of the Country, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The wife of a Wall Street stockbroker finds her 
glamorous existence brought crashing to a halt when 
her husband is imprisoned for fraud. Forced to return 
to rural North Carolina where she grew up, she 
attempts to make peace with her estranged father and 
deal with unresolved issues surrounding the death of 
her mother. Drama, starring Jana Kramer and Gerald 
McRaney. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

I Didn’t Kill My Sister, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Heather works as an assistant to her news presenter 
sister Carmen but never seems to get a break of her 
own. Nevertheless she is there to pick up the pieces 
when the more successful sibling’s marriage breaks 
down - only to be accused of murder when Carmen is 
found dead. Thriller, starring Nicholle Tom, Gina 
Holden and Chris William Martin. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Baby Sellers, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The owner of an adoption agency maintains a 
respectable reputation, while secretly the children she 
provides to desperate clients are obtained by illegal 
means. A customs agent develops suspicions about 
the criminal network behind the trade in kidnapped 
infants and tries to expose the scandal. Crime drama, 
starring Jennifer Finnigan and Kirstie Alley. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

After All These Years, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman learns her husband intends to leave her for 
another woman shortly before their wedding 
anniversary. She goes on the run after becoming a 
suspect when he is found murdered, intending to 
identify the real killer with the aid of her friends and an 
old flame. Mystery, starring Wendie Malick and 
Gregory Harrison. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

The Client, BBC1,11.05pm 

A boy with information about a politician’s 
disappearance hires a lawyer to protect him from the 
Mafia. Courtroom thriller, starring Susan Sarandon, 
Tommy Lee Jones and Brad Renfro. (1994) 


Celebrities hope to serve up 
a tasty treat in new series 


T he BBC may have lost The 
Great British Bake Off to 
Channel 4, but it clearly hasn’t 
lost its appetite for cooking 
competitions. 

This week alone sees the launch 
of The Big Family Cooking 
Showdown on BBC2 and a new 
series of Celebrity MasterChef. And 
it’s clear that the nation’s famous 
faces also still love a culinary 
contest, as an impressive number of 
them have signed up to have their 
dishes judged by John Torode and 
Gregg Wallace. 

Among the stars lined up to 
compete are Olympic swimmer 
Rebecca Adlington, Citizen Khan 
actor and comedian Abdullah Afzal 
and Gogglebox’s woman of the 
cloth, the Rev Kate Bottley. 

There’s also singer and actress 
Patti Boulaye, Coronation Street and 
Gimme, Gimme, Gimme actor Brian 
Bovell, and Outnumbered’s Tyger 
Drew-Honey, who is now all grown 
up and able to make his own tea. 

Future weeks will see 
appearances from opera singer 


Lesley Garrett, Radio 1 presenter 
Dev Griffin, Blue Peter co-host 
Barney Harwood and Union J pop 
star Jaymi Hensley, as well as TV 
personality Ulrika Jonsson, radio 
and TV journalist Aasmah Mir, Harry 
Potter actor Nick Moran and S Club 
7 veteran Rachel Stevens. There’s 
also radio presenter Debbie McGee, 
a name many viewers of a certain 
age still can’t hear without mentally 
adding ‘the lovely’ to it. 

It’s a decent line up, as BBC 
commissioning editor Carla-Maria 
Lawson confirms: “Celebrity 
MasterChef is an astonishing test of 
culinary ability from people who are 
not recognised for their talents in 
the kitchen. Every year we are 
blown away by celebrity’s 
gastronomic prowess and this year 
doesn’t disappoint. 

“The line-up is one of the 
strongest we have ever seen and 
we hope it will entertain and 
tantalise viewers in equal measure.” 

However, there’s a name in the 
first episode that some viewers may 
struggle to recognise - Jim Moir. 
You’ll definitely know the face 


though, as he’s the comedian and 
actor better known as Vic Reeves. 

He’s joined in the first episode by 
TV presenter Angellica Bell, seven¬ 
time snooker world champion 
Stephen Hendry, presenter Julia 
Somerville and French tennis 
legend Henri Leconte. 

Their first challenge is the Mystery 
Box, as they are given a variety of 
ingredients, including lamb loin, 
goats cheese, butternut squash and 
rhubarb, and challenged to create 
one dish from scratch in just an hour. 

Once that’s over with, the 
celebrities are split into two groups 
for their first experience of cooking 
in a professional kitchen for paying 
customers. The men head to Aster, 
which is heavily influenced by 
Nordic and French cuisine, while 
Angellica and Julia are sent to 
Temper. But can they keep up a 
united front as they try to keep on 
top of the orders? 

Finally for this episode, the celebs 
return to MasterChef HQ to prepare 
a two-course menu of their own 
design in just one hour. 



Celebrity MasterChef, Wednesday, BBC1,8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Child Genius 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Richard Osman returns with the competition to find 
the nation’s brightest child, with 20 of the country’s 
cleverest eight to 12-year-olds - and their parents - 
battling it out for the title. Broadcast over six 
consecutive evenings, the contest opens with the 
demanding Spelling and complex Linguistic Memory 
rounds - testing the participants on their recall of the 
Latin and Greek-derived scientific names of 60 fruit 
and vegetables, with three kids having to leave the 
tournament after these two challenges. 

TUESDAY 
Quacks 
BBC2,10pm 

It’s over a year since the BBC announced that 
filming would be starting on Quacks, a sitcom set in 
the medical world of the 1840s. Will it prove to be 
worth the wait? Well, let’s hope so. The six-part 
series focuses on a group of doctors whose 
profession is in its infancy - they are as likely to kill 
their patients as they are to cure them, and they 
experimented on each other as well as themselves. 
What’s more, operating theatres were just that - 
open to all who wanted to watch the often 
flamboyant surgeons at work as they tried out 



potentially revolutionary, not to mention gory, 
procedures. Mathew Baynton heads the cast as a 
fledgling psychiatrist. Others involved include Rory 
Kinnear (as an arrogant surgeon), and Lydia 
Leonard as a headstrong social campaigner. 
Rupert Everett has been lined up to guest star. 

WEDNESDAY 
Saving Lives at Sea 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. The story of the volunteer lifeboat 
crews and lifeguards of the RNLI who rescue 
thousands of people and save hundreds of lives 
around our coastline and on the River Thames 
every year. In the first episode, a father and 
daughter find themselves treading water 
for almost an hour hundreds of metres 
out at sea, and three fishermen swim 
for their lives as their trawler is 
smashed onto rocks in Ireland. 

Elsewhere in London, an unlucky 
tourist is minutes from hypothermia 
after falling into the Thames. 

THURSDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1,8pm 

Lulu has always wanted to get to 


the bottom of a family mystery. She knows that her 
mother, the middle child of seven, was the only one 
to be given up by her birth parents and raised by 
another family. But she has no idea why. Travelling 
home to Glasgow, she uncovers the real-life Romeo 
and Juliet story of her Catholic grandfather and 
Protestant grandmother’s love affair across the 

city’s strict sectarian divide. But as she digs 
deeper, she discovers dark secrets that 
force her to reassess her mum’s story. 

FRIDAY 
Mastermind 
BBC2, 8pm 

One of the highlights of 
last Christmas was 
watching Hacker T Dog 
steal the show in 
Celebrity 

Mastermind’s black 
chair as he 
answered a series 
of head-scratching 
questions. As 
series 15 of the 
regular run 
continues, it’s 
only humans 


Child Genius, Monday, Channel 4, 8pm 


allowed as question master John Humphrys 
continues his quest to find the 2017 champion. 
Previous specialist subjects have included flags of 
the world and the colour films of Danny Kaye, but 
as regular viewers know only too well, an 
impressive round in the first half can be undone if 
the player’s general knowledge is weak. Let’s hope 
the latest brave contestants are good all-rounders 
as Humphrys starts and finishes another gripping 
show. 

8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Channel 4, 9pm 

In the history of British TV, it’s almost unheard of 
that two mashed up panel games work so well that 
the hybrid becomes more popular than the original. 
Of course that’s just what happened with Jimmy 
Carr’s 8 Out of 10 Cats, which as we all know took 
cosy afternoon show Countdown and injected its 
own brand of post-watershed mayhem into the 
proceedings. Now it’s back for a new run, and while 
Sean Lock is off doing other things, Alan Carr steps 
in as guest captain, alongside Kevin Bridges. They’ll 
be taking on series regular Jon Richardson and his 
team mate Cariad Lloyd. Joining lexicographer 
Susie Dent in Dictionary Corner is Elis James and 
John Robins, while maths wiz Rachel Riley looks 
after the numbers and letters as usual. 
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*; REPAIR CENTRE , * 

Wfl lM li'iHl’HD 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 

Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [77 

VOLK'S AUTO'S 63A Great Bridge Street X 

2 minutes from our old address 

0121 5721253 


RINAULr 

Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 

©« vsm Di T£ 

©^©©5? ©©© ^*0 © All makes and models 

l/l/hy Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer the Same Service For Alot Less 



Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


ubhi’s 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 


TTt 





m 


MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 
CERTAIN 
RANGES 


DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 



Find us on ™ 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PPICESIII 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


fflMOTsffl 

from £30 

0121557 4085, 

:» J 

* Volk’s autos, 

aa| 63a Great Bridge Street, Iaa 
B70 0DA IA. 


Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 
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BRAIN GYM No . 442 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 



1 

K 

2 

H 

3 

X 

4 e 

5 

G 

6 

R 

7 

Q 

8 

J 

9 

Y 

10 

C 
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A 

12 

T 

13 

L 

14 

P 
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o 

16 

F 

17 

D 
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s 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. It’s dated even 
before use in the 
office (4,8) 

7. Prepared to 
explode - or not to 
explode (5) 

8. Got us to play zest 

(5) 

9. Manage a chicken 
enclosure (3) 

10. Well, no one wants 
it! (9) 

11. Stops, we hear, for 
spells of recreation 

( 6 ) 

12. Temporarily stop 
work (3,3) 

15. A roundabout way 
to come in (9) 

17. Runner in a 
vigorous kind of 
winter sport (3) 

18. Famous lover who 
had capital and 
nothing more (5) 

19. The listener gets 
two points and 
wins (5) 

21. Greek caterin’ is a 
form of extortion! 
( 12 ) 


Down 

1. Marketing agents 
for car engine 
components (12) 

2. A company’s plant 
(3) 

3. Firemen will use it, 
though it may ruin 
the hose (6) 

4. Right name for a 
bad dream (9) 

5. Possibly lies under 
a part of the church 
(5) 

6. Existing expenditure 
(4,2,6) 

7. Pale chap a thief 
may turn to (5) 

10. Shopkeepers must 
- shoplifters do (4,5) 

13. Well-equipped 
place for caravans 
en route (5) 

14. Straightforward 
form of credit (6) 

16. Dance from Burma 
(5) 

20. The French way to 
feel regret (3) 



Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Remembrance (12) 

1. Convalescence (12) 

7. Defraud (5) 

2. Fib (3) 

8. Backbone (5) 

3. Whole (6) 

9. Vegetable (3) 

4. Irritability (9) 

10. Short pistol (9) 

5. Due (5) 

11. Zest (6) 

6. Light meal (12) 

12. Lax (6) 

7. Creep (5) 

15. Slowcoaches (9) 

10. Conversation (9) 

17. Purpose (3) 

13. Unfit (5) 

18. Senior (5) 

14. Stableman (6) 

19. Boundary (5) 

16. Crest (5) 

21. Festivities (12) 

20. Rug (3) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Escorts; 8 Loaded; 

9 Oratory; 10 Ticked; 11 Ice-cap; 12 Opposing; 

18 Set about; 20 Cannot; 21 Ailing; 22 Recount; 

23 Charge; 24 Stamped. Down: 1 Elation; 

2 Madcaps; 3 Levels; 5 Straight; 6 Outset; 

7 Tartan; 13 Instance; 14 Topiary; 15 Stagger; 

16 Latent; 17 Inform; 19 Alight. 

QUICK - Across: 4 Acolyte; 8 Inured; 9 Uncanny; 

10 Raisin; 11 Relief; 12 Fracture; 18 Heedless; 

20 Apiece; 21 Inside; 22 Believe; 23 Desist; 

24 Fragile. Down: 1 Midriff; 2 Musical; 3 Depict; 
5 Concrete; 6 Liable; 7 Tender; 13 Upheaval; 

14 Deficit; 15 Aspects; 16 Appear; 17 Seeing; 

19 Dinner. 


Quiz 


1. The Ural Mountains form part of the 
boundary between which two continents? 

2. What type of creature is a sand hopper? 

3. In which soap did Herman’s Hermits’ Peter 
Noone briefly appear? 

4. Which US author’s debut novel was The 
Naked and the Dead? 

5. Which actor was the father of Sarah 
Siddons? 


6. What do we call the extinct African volcano 
Kirinyaga? 

7. To whom was Alastair Campbell Press 
Secretary until 2000? 

8. What nationality was dancer Dame Ninette 
de Valois? 

9. Which city was at the centre of the 1995 
Japanese earthquake? 

10. Who designed Marble Arch? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Pacific; 2 Monkey; 3 Jainism; 

4 Switzerland; 5 Australia; 6 Cavy; 7 Truro; 
8 Parsnip; 9 Richard Gordon; 10 Precious 
metals and gems. 

Niner: SOLEMNITY 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7394 
85821 
176294 


gives a Biblical character, 
gives a Biblical character, 
gives a Jewish prophet. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Express & Star 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


* 








* 


f -!• 
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Take my 


advice - its' time to unwind 



HAVE a facial once a month and get help in 
the house. Those were the words of wisdom 
given to TV presenter Anne Robinson by her 
mother when she got married. 

Now maybe the Weakest Link ice queen has taken 
her facial work to another level, but as pieces of advice 
go her mother had it pretty much bang on. 

With our busy lives, at work and at play, we all need 
to take a little time out every now and again for a bit 
of pampering and tranquility. And what better therapy 
is there for a weary body and soul than a day of 
relaxation, calm and rejuvenating beauty treatments 
at a spa. Especially if you go with a friend or family 
member for some real quality time. 

Virtually on our doorstep here is the Telford Hotel 
& Golf Resort nestling in 170 acres of Shropshire 
countryside with panoramic views of the Ironbridge 
Gorge. 

RENOVATED 

The recently renovated health club has an incredible 
indoor swimming pool with an abundance of beds, 
including the heavenly- heated loungers, a sauna and 
a steam room, six spa treatment rooms and a serene 
relaxation room. 

Guests can stay in the hotel for a nice spa break or 
there are very reasonable spa day packages offered. 

I opted for a sneaky away day and this included use 
of all the facilities - even the gym if you are so inclined - 
use of robes, slippers and towels, and what was said to 
be a ‘light lunch’ but in fact included soup, a choice of 
wraps, salad and a dessert options. I highly recommend 
the lemon cheesecake. 

You can enjoy all of this for just £39 a person - a 
small price to pay for the health benefits it brings and 
a day well spent. Though while enjoying the facilities 


most guests want to experience a treatment or two to 
really ease those muscles, refresh the skin and maybe 
glam up a little. We tried out the new ESPA Personalised 
Express Facial. Any facial is a bit of self indulgence but 
this really does feel like some luxury pampering - and it 
is tailored just for you. 

The beauty therapist first uses a SkinVision lamp 
which, though I had to have my eyes closed, seems to 
pass a blue light over your face to detect your real skin 
type and any problem areas. Then the therapist can use 
the various creams and ointments that best suit you. 


My skin was confirmed as combination skin and she 
showed me where there were areas of dryness and 
‘congestion’ - I think this meant blackheads! 

Armed with this information I underwent a thorough 
cleanse, tone, moisturising and a soothing face 
mask. This was made all the more relaxing as it was 
accompanied by a head and shoulders massage. 

Lying in a semi-comatose state in the darkened room, 
tranquil music playing in the background, and with my 
constricted muscles turning to jelly, the thought passed 
through my mind that life really does not get any better 


than this. And 55 minutes later it seemed to have done 
the trick - when I left the treatment room my skin felt 
softer and a little more ‘elasticky’, not the usual dry and 
taut complexion of a tired, working mother. 

One of the spa packages is the Little Slice of Heaven 
which includes all of the facilities and lunch but also 
four 25-minute treatments such as a nail file and polish, 
facial, pedicure and back, neck and shoulder massage. 

With all this on offer at such good value surely we can 
all think about a once-a-month lift. Good advice indeed. 

DIANE DAVIES 


Star^Travel « 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and West Bromwich* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


CHRISTMAS AT 


& BATH'S FESTIVE MARKET 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

Blenheim at Christmas is a marvel not to miss, and the 
after-dark landscape lights are an other-worldly delight. 
Join us for all this, plus a day at Bath’s Christmas Market 
along with return travel, hotel and English breakfast. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/ 
Wiltshire area hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace 
(value £24.90) 

2 days, by coach 

£ 119 — 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 
2 & 16 December 2017 




See Kew’s winter landscape at night as an enchanting 
Illuminated Trail of music and lights leads you round the 
Gardens as you have never seen them before... 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew Gardens 
Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on 
Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£ 129 — 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CAROLS BY 
CANDLELIGHT 

at the Royal Albert Hall 



Departing Saturday 16 December 2017 


Take time out in the final countdown to Christmas to 
enjoy this candle-lit concert of popular carols, classical 
pieces and readings, all exquisitely staged in 18th-century 
costume. This great-value break also includes free time 
for last-minute gift shopping.. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Circle ticket (face value £26.47) for the Saturday 
evening performance of Carols by Candlelight 
(upgrades available) 

✓ Return coach transfer to the Royal Albert Hall 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

£ 149 — 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aH °is @om eg aHois omegaHois 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Quote Code: AKL794 



LONDON’S 

WINTER 

WONDERLAND 



Saturday departures, 

18 November & 16 December 2017 

London’s Hyde Park transforms this November and 
December into a dazzling spectacle of sparkle, with 
200+ Christmas Market stalls, ice rink, ice kingdom, 
circuses, Big Wheel, and even a cocktail bar made of ice. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 
only £99— 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Appealing home 
in a spacious, 
modern design 

An appealing property in a spacious, modern 
design, 33 Eagle Lane, Great Bridge, Tipton, also 
benefits from a single storey extension to the rear. 

An ideal four-bedroomed family property, it is for 
sale through Tom Giles & Co at £279,950. 

It is situated in a convenient location within walking 
distance of Great Bridge Town Centre which has 
comprehensive shopping facilities and public 
transport services with links into West Bromwich, 
Wednesdbury, Dudley, Birmingham and other 
surrounding areas. 

Built in approximately 2000, the property has been 
enlarged by the current owner with a single storey 
extension at the rear of the original kitchen, which has 
created a large L-shaped kitchen/diner. The garage 
has also been converted into a sitting room and open 
plan living has been created to what was the entrance 
hall, lounge and dining room. 

With gas central heating, double glazing and a 
private rear garden, this property stands setback 
from the roadside behind a driveway and lawned 
garden. It has a lounge with laminate flooring and a 
wooden fireplace surround housing a Living flame 
gas fire and double patio doors to the dining area. 

The sitting room also has laminate flooring covering, 
halogen down lighters and double doors opening into 
the lounge. 

There is also a lobby with laminate flooring and a 
cloakroom/WC with ceramic tiled flooring. 

A staircase leads from the lobby to the first floor. 
Bedroom one is positioned to the rear and has an 
en-suite shower room with ceramic tiled flooring. 
Bedroom two overlooks the front while bedroom 
three has views over the rear garden. Bedroom four is 
positioned to the front. 

The family bathroom has a white suite, vinyl flooring 
and half height tiling. 

At the rear of the property is a private established 
garden having a paved area, central paved footpath 
with lawn either side, borders containing an 
abundance of flowering plants, privet hedgerow and 
fencing. 

There is also a summer house. 


TIPTON £279,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Extended detached 
Superb size 
4 bedrooms 
Converted garage 
Redesigned inside 




loveyourpostcode.com® are fully committed to getting you 
the best price for your home 

INC VAT 

Fair fixed fee of £849 on completion 
21 day offer guarantee 


0800 862 0870 


LOVEYOUR 

POSTCODE 
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“PROPERTY 



Two-bed has spacious 
accommodation 


ROWLEY REGIS 
£ 119,950 


A brilliant size two-bedroom home, this end terrace 
home in Habberley Road, Rowley Regis, offers 
spacious living accommodation. 

It is for sale through Love Your Postcode for offers in 
excess of £119,950. 

The front driveway of this home offers space for two 
vehicles as well as benefiting from off-road parking. 

The accommodation briefly comprises a reception 
room with bay windows overlooking the driveway. 
From the reception room is the kitchen zone featuring 
storage and utilities. 

The first floor has two good-sized bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. 

Contact the agent on 0121 396 0704. 



Well-presented 
mid terraced 
house close to 
amenities 


WEST BROMWICH 
£ 124,950 «< 


A very well presented two- 
bedroomed mid-terraced 
house in Church Vale, 

West Bromwich lies a short 
distance away from local 
schools, amenities, travel 
links and is also within 
walking distance of Sandwell 
Hospital. 

It is for sale through Skitts at 
£124,950. 

Also within walking distance 
to Dartmouth Park the 
property benefits from gas 
central heating and double 
glazing. Its accommodation 
briefly comprises of a lounge, 
a dining room, kitchen, 
downstairs bathroom, two 
bedrooms, a shower room and 
a rear garden. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing to see if this is the 
ideal next home for you, 
contact Skitts on 0121 520 
2255 or visit www.skitts.net 


LIMITED OFFER - DON’T MISS OUT 


uMvuAMJutes 


CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our thoughtfully 
designed 2 and 3 bedroom homes at Cedar Walk. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

2 and 3 bedroom homes from £134,995 or 
with Help to Buy £107,996** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

OPEN: Thurs and Fri 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Holmewood homes at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots reserved before 31st August 2017, subject to terms and conditions. “Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 
























PROPERTY 



Well-presented town house is in popular area 


In a popular residential area, this 
modern three-storey town house in 
Railway Street, Tipton, is superbly 
presented, having immaculate 
accommodation which is ideal for 
a family. 


TIPTON 

£177,995 


area and fitted wardrobes and an 
en-suite shower room. Outside is a 
well-kept rear garden which has lawn 
and a decking area. There is also a 
garage. 


Beautifully presented and very 
spacious, this home comes with 
double glazing and gas central 
heating, and is for sale through Paul 
Dubberley at £177,995. 


guest cloakroom/WC, a lounge and 
a fitted kitchen to to the ground floor. 


On the first floor you will find 
bedrooms two and three - which 
both have fitted wardrobes - and the 
family bathroom. 


The selling agents are expecting a 
great deal of interest to be shown in 
the sale of this charming property. 


Its accommodation briefly 
comprises of a reception hall, a 


On the second floor is bedroom 
one, which comes with a dressing 


For further information, or to book 
that all important viewing to see if 
this is the ideal next home for you, 
contact the selling agents on 0121 
5223733. 


Forthcoming Cottons 

Auction 


CHARTIRtO lURVIYOIIS 


Thursday. 7th September 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 







by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 
Appraisal 



Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 
of Residential and to 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 




Development t • 

Opportunities m ' •< . 




Connells 


CROCKETTS LANE 



SATURDAY 12™ AUGUST 10AM-5PM 
AT THE KINGS HEAD, BEARWOOD B17 8BJ. 

JOIN US FOR THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW THE HOUSES IN PHASE 2 AND 
REMAINING APARTMENTS AT CROCKETTS LANE USING VIRTUAL REALITY TECHNIQUES 


29 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 



Crocketts Lane is set in the grounds of a superb Listed building overlooking Victoria Park and is ideally located for the new 
Midland Metropolitan ‘Super’ Hospital, all just four miles from Birmingham city centre. There are four house types available offering 
large contemporary open plan dining kitchens with luxurious fittings throughout. Apartments are now over 70% SOLD STC! 


CONTACT US TODAY! 0121 212 0800 or email us at 
birminghamcity@connells.co.uk for further information. 

145 Great Charles Street, Queensway, Birmingham B3 3LP 
CONNELLS.CO.UK 
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AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


AUCT 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


Entries now invited for 
our next auction 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


‘based on 2016 figures from Essential Information 
Group for number of lots sold for auctioneers based ii 
the West Midlands 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 



B 

POUND ROAD, OLDBURY E175 , 000 

a 

IXTclosb 

a 

OLDBURY £89 950 

FARM ROAD ’ 

a 

Good sized end of terrace property located on a corner 
plot with potential for extension subject to planning. 

Popular location with added benefit of box room/study. 

EARLY VIEWING RECOMMENDED 

a 

We are pleased to offer this semi-detached house 
warranting full internal inspection situated in a popular 
and convenient residential location. Double glazing and 
gas central heating. Off road parking for two vehicles and 
low maintenance private garden at rear. EPC Rating C 

a 

a 

End of terrace property in need of improvement 
and modernisation offering an IDEAL INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY. Double glazing and gas central heating 
(where specified). Low maintenance garden at rear. EPC 
Rating E 




OLDBURY 
HARBORNE ROAD 


£365,000 


Extended traditional semi-detached house warranting 
full internal inspection with double glazing, gas central 
heating, built-in appliances in kitchen, built-in bedroom 
furniture in two bedrooms and private established rear 
garden. EPC Rating E 




TIPTON 
EAGLE LANE 


£279,950 


Extended modern detached house in popular and 
convenient location with a delightful Summer House 
in the rear garden. Ensuite shower to main bedroom, 
private rear garden, off-road parking, EARLY INSPECTION 
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. EPC Rating C 




TIVIDALE £229,950 

LOWER CITY ROAD 

A detached property situated in one of the areas most 
sought after locations with potential to extend to side and 
rear subject to Planning and Building Consent. In need of 
some improvement. EPC Rating E 



TIVIDALE 

NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD 


£220,000 


A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 
decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 
Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 
to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 
EPC Rating F 




WEST BROMWICH £174,950 

BEXLEY GROVE 

Traditional semi-detached house in need of general 
updating and with NO UPWARD CHAIN. Potential for 
extension subject to planning. Double glazing, central 
heating (where specified) conservatory, off-road parking 
and rear garden. EPC Rating E 



|° LDBURY £119 950 

1 EAST AVENUE a,90U 


OLDBURY WEST BROMWICH 

ASHWOOD CLOSE ’ HOLLYHEDGE ROAD ’ 


OLDBURY eR „, nrm 

BRISTNALL HALL ROAD P 1 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 

EPC Rating D 

a 

Modern first floor flat situated in popular and convenient A lucrative Hair Dressing Salon Business including good will 

location providing an IDEAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY fixtures and fittings plus stock at valuation in a prominent location 

as the flat is currently let at rent of £495 pcm. Allocated comprising of salon area, stores, W.C. and kitchen are with access 

parking and communal gardens. EPC Rating B to rear of premises and garage. EPC Rating F. SALE OF BUSINESS 

ONLY. 

a 

Spacious semi-detached house within catchment area 
for sought after infant, junior and senior schools, central 
heating, double glazing, off-road parking, large garden to 
rear. Deposit: £900 EPC Rating E. 

a 


WEST BROMWICH 
SIDDONS WAY 


£625 pcm 


Modern end of terrace house in convenient location, 
central heating, double glazing, driveway and rear garden 
with storage shed. DEPOSIT £850. EPC Rating C 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 























SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Sell Online from f 99 Inc VAT 



■uCcteCfliDg) <30 ©SSjQg)? 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

greatbridge@skiCCs.neC 0121 520 2255 


010 


“I just wish I had gone with you from the start” 

“Skitts moved quicker than the competition got me on the market and sold before 
their competitors” 

“I can truly say that selling with Skitts was the most hassle free experience I have had” 



dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 

willenhall@skitts. net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 


Crownmeadow 
Drive, Tipton 


□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1902 353578 

□ 1922 478104 

□ 1902 631151 
01902 686868 
0121 505 1818 
01902 732324 
0121 530 4240 
01902 788188 
0121 520 2255 

hesghtiiei 


1 2 

2 

1 

EPC TBC 



r 

Gospel Oak 
Road, Tipton 

1" 1 

3 

1 

EPC B 



Hartland Road, 
Tipton 

| L 2 

1 3 

1 

EPC E 



Meyrick Road, 
West Bromwich 


2 


EPC B 


Newcomen 
Drive, Tipton i | id 


£140,000 OFFERS 



Powis Avenue, 

Tipton 

i 

■ “ 2 

3 1 


EPC D 
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Aerials 


Decorating 


Carpets 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Co our tone 

Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



flpil 



HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Sols* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 0121 5567203 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. |~f I Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift Free Quotations and Measuring. 

plus take away old carpets V > v We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 

-—I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 

Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan on 07445807 or Meeta on 07460 690367 
For a FREE quote 


Carpentry 




JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Electric 

Beds 


from 

£549 


Rise 

Heavy Domestic 

. y , and Tilt 

Saxony’s 

Chairs 

from 

A ^ . from 

411 £350 

£ 6.99 sq yd 

was £14.99 


Double Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 


£245 






Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.anlecarpets.co.uk \ 

^ " - Terms & conditions apply 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 588 7110 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 030 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880041 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fuiiy guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



Fencing 






Gardening 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 

I HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
fo AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 


g 0121-565 4533 


r-SWip & ‘ 


nil 


fenbing and 
lates (supplied 
and fitted 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
'Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


FEISICIISIGX^r 
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Gardening 


Plumbing 


Roofing 


Q 11 TREE & GARDEN I STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

IIJ L SERVICE! ■ ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 


• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 


competitive prices 

All work undertaken 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small: FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


DASHLIGHTS CQA 
DIAGNOSTICS ZiV 


D.P.F. REGENERATED 
SERVICE LIGHTS RESET 

07930 146822 


Mobile Hairdresser 


■ MOBI LEH 
H AI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et£ 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Plumbing & Heating 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

1 Central heating installation and repairs 

* Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 

* Kitchen installation 

* Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 
1 Electrical work 

DOMESTIC dr COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 502 6217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.co.uk 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


^S07538 718264 



4 ^ 


WEMMl 



Tom Corbett Roofin g Seniices 


Telephone: 01215800915 Met, e: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 




KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


• Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ALL 


71 W±5 d: I 4 




ROOFING 




A1 Little Job Man Q ■ 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) ES0I 
^ Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering |®j) I 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys w - 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes ^ I 

• All Building Work Undertaken Jft 3 ■ 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


elite | rl*ast]cs 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Rubbish Removal 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH p 

A CHEAP RUBBISH ft» 

REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


J 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & fjm fi 
Driver available |«4| 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


V. 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.holtomamentalironwork.co.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



For items up to £250 


VISIT: 


Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


^ Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 


LOST—Cat, orange black and 
white cat, missing from Elliotts 
Lane, Codsall, last seen July 23. 
Please check sheds / garages. 
07932 000832. 


A 


Family 


KYMO MINI Mobility scooter, very 
good condition, new batteries c/w 
front basket charger and keys, fits 
car boot. £245 ono. 07541 015230. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Cordoba Shopper, as new, can 
go on the road, immaculate 
condition. 

£900 ono. 

07966 029852. 


WANTED Stairlift for straight stair¬ 
case. Will remove if necessary. 
0121 588 6064. 


Leisure 

Time 


FOLDING COMMUTER BICYCLE, 

with dynamo lights, as new, £45. 
07724 156331 (Rugeley). 

TANDEM 21 SPEED Aluminium 
wheels, good condition, £160. 
01922 492321. 

THULE CAR top cycle rack for 2 
cycles. Will suit car with built in roof 
rails, with keys. £100. 07836 
385035. 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721 or 01970 871933. 


STATIC ATLAS 
EVERGLADE CARAVAN 

38x12ft, six berth, large 
decking, site fees paid until 
2017, beach location, Borth, 
Mid Wales, 

£11,000 ono. 

07986 690052. 



This Thursday 
and every 
Thursday 
6am - 2pm at 


Saredon WV10 TLJ 
Tel: 07831 192 116 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday 

and Bank Holiday Monday 


Booters £4 


6.00am-2pm 


07538 842842 


JUMBLE SALE AND 
BRIC A BRAC 
Saturday, August 12 at 
12 noon. 

St Mark’s Church Hall 
Ocker Hill Road 
DY4OUT 


holidays 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


what’s on 


antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

18TH AUGUST 

8.00AM - 4PM 
07783 680 627 


markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 


table top sale 


HILL TOP METHODIST 
CHURCH 

New Street, Hill Top 
West Bromwich 
B70 0HW 

TABLE TOP SALE 

Saturday, August 19. 

9am to 1pm 
£5 per table 
To book ring Ann 
0121 556 4726 or 
07896163130. 



massage 


MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 




Home & 
Services 


LIQUIDATION SALE 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 

All Fashion Beds - Sleigh Beds, 
Metal, Iron and Ottoman Beds 

f _. UPT012 MONTHS 

[PLUS] INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

(Subject to status) 


Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its 
Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory Foam or Pocket 
Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We 
manufacture every conceivable mattress at 
the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior 
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from 
£39.00 - Ortho and Memory Foam from £59.00 
- Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & 
Bunk Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman 
Storage and Drawer Divans - You name it we 
have got it at the right price made to measure 
sizes and special requests a speciality. Factory 
Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome 



FAi 

Si 

SUITES - MANY HALF 


,7/1 


Open Everyday WamSpm 

OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY 
OUTLET 

C0NEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM 
NEW TESC0 & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

EZ2S(T/C’S APPLY) *Mj|J 



DROP END Two seater settee plus 
two winged armchairs. £380. 

0121 556 1311. 

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 

WOODEN EXTENDING table with 6 
chairs and 2 carvers, £300 o.n.o. 
07711 311436. 



A MUST CLEAR OUT 


Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 



Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 


Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ALUMINIUM LADDERS extension, 
closed height 12ft. £85. Telescopic 
12 rung with case £75. Multi 4-way, 
lockable positions. £75. 07836 
385035. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

SOCKET SET 49 pee. Whit/ AF/ 
Metric c/w a number of attach¬ 
ments. £65. Stanley tool chest c/w 
various tools. £60. 07836 385035. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 
*01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


WANTED MOBILITY 
SCOOTERS 


Cash paid for your unwanted or 
non working mobility scooters. 

Will collect at your convenience. 

Call Lichfield 

01543 252538/ 07769 263312 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 



r 

service 

□ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

nn eowlML 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

alarms/security | 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 

12 Months Warranty 

All areas covered 

All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

\ 

appliance repairs 

V 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

\ 

bathrooms 

V 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

1 \ 

1 building services 

A DAMP 

M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, TV 
building & plastering work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


building supplies 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

carpentry & ^ 
^_ joinery _ 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 
SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


fencing 


• port way 

Ifemciinig 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon M 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

gardening ^ 
i services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
' pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 
J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 

; 'n 

^ gas fitting 

GAS ] 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 






































































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Classified Ads 35 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

handyman ^ 

, services 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


j -\ 

plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Flome/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

plumbing & ' 

\_ heating _ 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

N 

removals 

V___ 


4 

Pets & 


l Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Florses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


WINCHESTER MODEL 101 
XTR LIGHTWEIGHT 12GA 
OU SHOTGUN 

28in barrels, 
no shakes or rattles. 

£500 or very near offer 
SG Licence holders only. 
Box Number P20884, 
Express and Star, 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Brought to you by Express & Star 


YOUR LllL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 



ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

\ 

kitchen fitters 

v_._ 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


j '\ 

lock services 

v___ 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


painters / ^ 

i decorators 


LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

roofing 


We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, 
Leak Repairs, Emergency 
Repairs, Lead Work, 
Tiling and Slating. 


07935 595180 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 



LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 




skip hire 


] 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIRSO 


Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


6PLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


business 

directory 


commercial " 
i premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


6 

Property 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 



Your House 


| You agree the price, we buy the house... 


• NO AGENTS FEES 
I • FREE SOLICITORS 


* COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


H 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


■myj.i.i.ui.m 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


rC s^ |or[ 


mmaagmi 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

WALSALL HOUSE and rooms in 
shared house, £70pw all bills 
included. 07825 581676. 


“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified tds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Jobs 


AMP SCAFOLDING 7.5 Tonne 
Scaffold/Labourer Drivers required. 
Also carded scaffolding Gangs 
Call 0121 580 0389 




MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 


Real opportunities 
for you 


jobs.. 


expressandstar.com 


ACME 


TOOLSETTER 

MULTI SLIDE MACHINES AND FLYPRESSES 

A West Bromwich based spring making company has an 
immediate vacancy for an experienced tool setter and 
spring maker for a small but busy press shop. 

Duties will include setting and operating four slide 
machines and CNC Multislide Strip and Wire-formers 
and the setting of both hand, bench presses and power 
presses. The ideal candidate should be experienced 
in multislide and four slide operation, however 
consideration will be given to candidates with some 
experience. The ability to work on one's own initiative 
will be beneficial as will the ability to work to the controls 
of ISO EN BS 9001:2008. 

Good clean bright working conditions, 37 hours per 
week (8.00am-4.00) Monday to Friday. 

Apply in writing in the first instance with CV to- 
The Managing Director, 

The Acme Spring Co. Ltd 
Brandon Way, West Bromwich B70 9PQ 
e-mail acmespring@aol.com 
pjwhandley@btinternet.com 



BIRMINGHAM: 25-26 SEPT & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 

STOKE: 2-3 SEPT. TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


. geopace. 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries ■ Clinics - Private Sector ■ Community ■ MOD 


GENTLEMANS 
HAIRDRESSER (Barber) 

required. 

Also 

SCHOOL LEAVER 

for Apprenticeship, 
Quinton area 

0121 422 4104 


LOW MILEAGE 


RENAULT CLIO 

06 reg, 1.4, petrol, 
44,000 miles, reliable runner, 

Bargain £1,150. 

07866 523369. 


1-x 
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Motoring 




BARGAIN 


CHEVROLET AVEO 

2009. 

38k. 

Petrol. 

PS. Air con. 

E/W. E/M. 
£1,400. 

07484 329299. 


DIESEL 


CITROEN C5 DIESEL 
ESTATE 

2002, 

MoT till October. 
Handbrake requires attention. 

£250. 

01785 598616 Penkridge. 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


CITROEN ESTATE C5 

2003, new MoT, 67,000 miles, 
green. 

Very good condition. 

£785. 

01922 479743. 07866 823209. 



VAUXHALL CORSA C 1.2SXi 

2003, 

SXi alloy wheels, 
silver, 

immaculate condition, 

9 months MoT, 

79,000 miles. 

£800 ono 
07835 034158. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SUPFRB 

CONDITION 


MIN11600 COOPER DIESEL 

2010, 

full service history, 
red, 

12 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 

£4,500 ono 
07970197173. 



PEUGEOT 308 SPORTIUM 
1.6 

5 door. 2011 (11). 

Two owners from new. 
FSH (74,000 miles). 

Full MoT. Alloys. 

A/C. Immaculate throughout. 
£2,995. 

Telephone 07970 705466. 


CITROEN PICASSO 

52, 145,000 miles, silver, elec¬ 
tric windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, MoT, cruise 
control, sunroof, stereo. 

£550 ono. 

07583 980409. 



Red, 

02 Reg., 
MoT’d. 

£500 o.n.o. 
07840 671910. 



PEUGEOT206 XL 

03 Reg., 4Dr, 
65,000 miles, 


excellent condition, 
garaged, service history, 
new MoT. 

£725. 

01922 492321. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT MEGANE 

2009. 

Low mileage. 

11 months MoT. 

Good condition. 
Genuine callers only. 

£2,500 ono. 

01785 612095. 07825 578770. 


BARGAIN 


FORD TRANSIT 
CONNECT SWB 

2006. 

11 months MoT. 
£550. 

07975 860902. 
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Classified Ads 


MUST BE SEEN 


HONDA C70 

1980, 3,000 miles, 
7 months MoT 
Very good condition 

£1,200 ono 
07836 568903. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 

I-N 


9 * 

Local 

Information 



JOHN SAMUEL LEWIS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 34 
Jowetts Lane West Bromwich, who died on 
30/01/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 20/10/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
BACHES LLP 

Cronehills Linkway West Bromwich B70 7PL 

T508308 


COLIN TREVOR NEWMAN 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the above named, late of 96 Hugh 
Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B67 7JT, who 
died on 04/06/2017, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on or 
before 18/10/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

Nicholls Brimble Solicitors, 409 Bearwood 
Road, B66 4DJ. Ref: YF/Newman/0164 


highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M5 MOTORWAY, (FRANKLEY SERVICES, 
WORCESTERSHIRE) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 
OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company 
Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make an Order on 
the M5 Motorway, in the County of Worcestershire, to allow the 
installation of a new length of safety barrier inspections and 
routine maintenance works to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close the slip road leading 
from the southbound carriageway of the M5, to Frankley 
Motorway Service Area. 

The work will be carried out over night between 21:00 hours and 
06:00 hours and is expected to start on Monday 4 September 
2017 and continue for five nights. The Order will come into force 
on Monday 28 August 2017. 

Vehicles being used by the emergency services and vehicles 
being used in connection with the works or by a traffic officer 
will be exempt from the closure. 

For more information please contact Esosa Ikolo, 
on 0300 470 3105. 

Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, 
GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60876 Mr S Bastable 78A Oldbury Demolition of existing retail 

Midland Road Rowley unit and proposed 3 & 4 storey 

Motorhomes Ltd Regis B65 OJS 30 No. apartment building with 

associated car parking and 
site works. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 

DC/17/60757 Mr Chris Ashmore Anglo Caribbean Proposed erection of new 

Ashmore Exports commercial unit (revised 

Properties Limited Chaters Close application - DC/16/60152). 

Tipton DY4 8JQ 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via 
the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Footpath Link between Pound Road and Red 
House Avenue, Wednesbury) (Temporary Footpath Closure) Order 2017, intends to 
temporarily prohibit pedestrians from proceeding via the length of footway located 
between No’s 20 Pound Road and 29 Red House Avenue, Wednesbury. Work is expected 
to be completed by 25/08/17, effective from 21/08/17. Pedestrians will be diverted via 
Oldbury Street, Brunswick Park Road and vice-versa. Purpose - bridge works by Tony 
Gee and Partners LLP for Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Churchbridge, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Churchbridge, Oldbury between A4123 Wolverhampton Road and the junction with 
Portway Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 03/09/17 effective from 02/09/17. Traffic will be diverted via 
Wolverhampton Road, Portway Road and vice-versa. Purpose - movement of abnormal 
load by ALE Heavylift for National Grid. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK!!! 


“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 
caravan owners!” 




average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 
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Personals 




BLONDE PROFESSIONAL 
LADY 65 


Would like to meet professional 
business gent for happy times 
together. 

Box Number P20894, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN 

Home owner, 34 years old, 
looking for lady, 21 -40 years for 
friendship and maybe more. 
Employed or not, doesn’t 
matter, won’t be judged either 
way, must be unattached. 

Looking forward to your reply. 

Box Number P20892, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


I AM LOOKING FOR MY SON 

Mr A. Lewis. 

Last seen Wolverhampton. 
Please get in touch. 

Box Number P20904, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


WLTM SINCERE, 
GENUINE LADY 

with a happy outlook to life, for 
friendship and companionship, 
with a lonely early 70’s Widow 
gentleman, young at heart with 
a GSOH. Sharing company for 
walks, chats, interest days and 
evening occasions. 

Cannock Chase area. 

Box Number P20907, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



WRESTLING AT CANNOCK 
PRINCE OF WALES 
THEATRE 

Gentleman with Granddaughter 
who sat by lady with her Son 
and would like to see her again 
and would appreciate if you 
would get in touch with Ron with 
a view to meeting up again. 

Box Number P20896, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


Call 01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Express ft Star 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 


your advert call: your ad by text 

0844 381 5936 Simply text followed by your first name, date Q906 500 3955 

follow the simple instructions. You will also of birth . area and your advert (max 155 characters) 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT and sencg^g||g§E Standard Network rates apply. ca || s CQSt £1 55 per min p | us your 

phone company's access charge. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit. 


written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 


To Reply 

by text: 

Dates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


I am a 57-year-old lady, 5ft 8ins tall, 
short brownish hair. I am of medium 
build, outgoing, caring and WLTM 
similar male. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6024848 i) 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
MAY, 64, widow, GSOH, lonely and 
WLTM a nice, kind gentleman of 
similar age, hopefully someone who 
likes walking and animals. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428217 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SHEILA, 64, widow, GSOH, likes to 
get out and about, walking, animals, 
reading, classical music, WLTM a 
male of similar age. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428181 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
CHRISSIE 42, pretty, leggy and 
feminine searching for romance 
seeks tall, dark, hunky guy to set her 
heart on fire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428237ft 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

DEBBIE 44, lonely and fed up 
brunette, slightly bonkers and in 
need of love and attention, seeks Mr 
Special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428199 (t 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
PEGGY young 58, married but lone¬ 
ly, WLTM a nice man similar age for 
days, evenings out and friendship. 
Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6025217 ft 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

FEMALE 66, smoker, enjoys music, 
TV, meals out/in, looking for male, 
68-75, for friendship maybe more. 

Text only replies. Mailbox: 
4416972 ft 

JAN 40s, small outgoing affection¬ 
ate blonde, likes cuddles, seeks 
romantic male to share special 
times and bring sunshine into her 
life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428089 ft 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 

MARY 46, shy curvy brunette look¬ 
ing for someone to be a good fun 
friend, to laugh with and love. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428073 ft 


CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 

ATTRACTIVE lady 61yrs young. 
Looking for friendship, maybe more 
with genuine gent. I’m feminine and 
curvy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428157 ft 

TINA, 47yrs, GSOH and good figure 
with average looks. I want a similar 
man, GSOH looks unimportant. Age 
is but a number. I have no car but 
can accommodate. Text Only. Box: 
4145368 I 

CHRISTINE, 60 something lady, 
blue eyed blonde. Sincere, solvent 
and kind. Call me if you are interest¬ 
ed in meeting up. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Must be N/S. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428155ft 
JANE, new to area, hoping to meet 
an older gent. I am 38yrs, brunette 
with boyish leggy figure. N/S with 
GSOH. I’ve a good job and small 
flat which I own. Text Only. Box: 
4099268 ft 

CAROL, attractive lady 55yrs 
young, slim, tanned, brunette. If you 
are genuine and looking to date then 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428153ft 
MANDY, 64yrs but still fit and sexy. 
Hoping to meet younger local lad for 
good daytime fun. Chats and texts 
any time. Text Only. Box: 4050784 

ft 

GENUINE caring lady 65yrs, varied 
interests, solvent, loves life, femi¬ 
nine, WLTM gent of any age for life’s 
pleasures. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428151 i) 

PAULINE, 59yrs, nurse who loves 
her uniform! I’m married but work 
odd hours so can meet easily. ACA. 
Text Only. Box: 41102831 
RACHAEL, 50yrs, blue-eyed attrac¬ 
tive lady, loves films, music and 
home life. WLTM gent 50-70yrs. 
ACA or text. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428149 I 
TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box: 4006039 ft 

TAMARA, 44yrs, beautiful Indian 
lady seeks a Muslim gent 40+ Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428147ft 

HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 ft 
IF you are interested in meeting an 
attractive black lady then please call 
me. I’m Nikki, 57yrs, attractive, 
interested and kind. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428145 ft 
SLIM attractive lady, 59yrs, femi¬ 
nine, kind, loves life. Call me or text 
me your number and let’s meet up. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428143ft 

CAROL, 60 something lady with a 
wicked sense of humour, please call 
or text for more info. I promise to 
reply to all callers. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428141 ft 
ATTRACTIVE widow, attractive, 
blonde, GSOH, solvent with good 
figure. All that’s missing is a nice 
man 60+. Call me if you are inter¬ 
ested. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428139ft 

GEORGINA, 50s, attractive, happy 
blonde, loves sport, theatre, seeks 
intelligent, lively male to share the 
fun side of life with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428053 ft 
LADY,”63, WLTM a gentleman of 

similar age, for friendship and out¬ 
ings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428029 


SUE 53, voluptuous, outgoing, cud¬ 
dly and bubbly, loves a joke and just 
wants fun, flirting and laughter in her 
life again, seeks her Mr Charming. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427913ft 

MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, well 
travelled seeks active, broadminded 
male to share new experiences and 
adventures with. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427897 ft 
EMMA 56, active and always on the 
go, seeks fit, active, country loving 
guy who shares passion for the out¬ 
doors. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427811 ft 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 57yrs, great 
sense of humour, now looking for 
good times and good memories. 
Hoping to meet gent any age. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427883 ft 

GEMMA, 25yrs, green eyed 
brunette lady, loves to read raunchy 
books so has a huge imagination, 
hoping to expand upon it in real life. 
Call me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427881 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lonely widow, mid 
70s seeking gent for friendship. Pis 
call or text. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427879 ft 
STUNNINGLY attractive black lady, 
50s, with blissful imagination, you 
have to call to hear what’s on offer, 
you won’t be sorry!! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427877 ft 
CULTURED lady with wicked sense 
of humour, late 60s seeking humor¬ 
ous man for purposeful relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427875 ft 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 51yrs, loves the 
countryside, walking, fun times. 
WLTM a genuine man for romance, 
relationship. Call or text me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 427873 ft 

Single Men 

VERY fit, elderly widower, loves 
walking, bird watching, exploring 
Europe, WLTM a lady for compan¬ 
ionship. Please reply via box num¬ 
ber. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428171 

MALE, late 60s, N/S, retired, 5ft9, 
slim build, enjoys holidays abroad, 
weekends away, travel, meals out. 
Looking to meet female, N/S, who 
enjoys similar interests, to share 
good times together, for friendship 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428219 
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, 
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady 
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175ft 

SINGLE dad, tall, blonde hair, good 
looking, keeps fit, loves the cinema, 
meals out, looking for a single lady 
for date nights. Single mum wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428163ft 

HI my name is Jay. I’m looking for a 
lady to have a lovely evening with, 
maybe once or twice a week. 
Looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427927ft 

JACK 23, single, tall, young looking 
guy, kind and respectful, seeking 
female age/looks not important for 
mutual NSA fun. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6026038 ft 
MALE 64, fit, non-smoker, looking 
for NSA fun with lady, any age. I am 
kind and caring but miss the touch of 
a woman. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6025714 ft 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 56, 6ft, 
WLTM an attractive female, any 
age, for discreet fun and intimate 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428109ft 


MALE, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, 
OHAC, seeks female, 18 plus for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401875 
FUN loving Irish man, seeks rela¬ 
tionship, for fun times and going out. 
Please get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 428077 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 
MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 
47, likes walking, camping, pubs, 
dancing, looking for a slim, honest 
lady, for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427831 ft 
I am Kev, 57, looking for a lady in my 
life. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6023170ft 

SHAUN, 50, honest, reliable, 
OHOC, employed, animal lover, 
likes walks in the country, meals out 
in country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427497 ft 

GENTLEMAN, kind, considerate, 
tactile, thoughtful and caring, hob¬ 
bies include growing fuschias and 
vintage tractors, looking for a coun¬ 
try girl, someone with no plans of 
grandeur. Truth and trust number 1 
as I trust you so you tell me the 
truth, and vice versa. Looking for 
someone to hold and love forever. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427791 ft 

SINGLE male, 43, looking for 
female friends for txt, phone chats, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6017886 ft 
MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MALE 40s, 5ft 8ins, brown hair, 
seeks lovely honest girl for fun and 
friendship please. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6018513 ft 
MARK 40s, from the Birmingham 
area WLTM a female, any nationali¬ 
ty, for LTR. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6016342 ft 
MALE, a young 60 would love to 
meet a cuddly lady. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6016333 ft 
MALE, 50, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, 
good sense of humour, animal lover 
with loads of love and security to 
give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 
MALE 5ft 8ins, average looks, seek¬ 
ing genuine, honest, caring female. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413945 

HI my name is Ben. I am 43 years 
old, 5ft7, slim build, smart dresser, 
looking for a bored similar lady for 
naughty texting. Text only Replies. 
Mailbox: 6007244 ft 
GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, 
OHAC, looking for nice lady for 
friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
GENUINE male, 57, OHAC, looking 
for female, any race, status and age 
for no strings discreet fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 411461 
MALE 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger female. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414991 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 07/08/17 
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Smart, value-for-money supermini 



This five-door supermini is fun, sure-footed and a comfortable ride 


By Sharon Walters 

That’s a bit smart, said my car enthusiast 
friend Gay, but what is it? I can’t say I know 
the brand, she added before peering inside 
to add that she liked that as well. 

It’s a supermini, an MG, I replied. Really? 
she asked. You don’t see many of those about 
do you? 

Well it’s about time we did and with MG’s 
current expansion plans it shouldn’t be too 
long before recognition becomes instant. 

In the bad old good old days MG was a 
motoring force to be reckoned with but we 
all know what happened a few years ago. 

Then along came the Chinese who saved the 
brand and set about salvaging some sort of 
motoring industry at the Longbridge plant on 
the outskirts of Birmingham. 

MG Motor UK, with strong financial backing 
from overseas, has now set about a major 
expansion of dealers throughout theUK and 
by the end of this year will have 90 in place. 

There is a straightforward approach to 
franchising and low cost of set-up appeals to 
dealers that want to be part of a dynamic and 
successful organisation, to be listened to and 
to play a role in shaping the future direction of 
the franchise. 

New car registration figures for MG have 
vastly increased almost and the brand 
expects to break 5,000 new car registrations 
at the end of the year, thanks to its MG3 and 
MG GS, as well as the launch of its all-new 
Compact SUV at the end of the year. 

All vehicle design and engineering takes 
place at SAIC Motor UK Technical Centre 
(SMTC UK) in Birmingham, which employs 
300 engineers and is co-located with the 
headquarters of MG Motor UK. 

Alongside evolving the initial concepts for 



There’s plenty of space in the cabin 

all new MG vehicles, the team also manages 
testing and innovation programmes. 

This includes a global initiative to create 
new, environmentally-friendly powertrain 
technologies. 

Now back to the supermini which attracted 
attention. 

I thoroughly enjoyed a week behind the 
wheel. Value-for-money is excellent and 
although it could do with an interior refresh, 
it’s pretty and a nippy little mover. 

Plus there’s a much lower insurance rating 
of Group 4E, less than half of many of its 
competitors. And that’s good news for young 
drivers who face exhorbitant premiums on 
other marques. 

All models benefit from front LED daytime 
running lights and electronic hill hold as 
standard. Aside from the entry level model, 
all MG3s feature a high-quality DAB audio 
system. 

The exterior style is sporty, with black 
A-pillars and ‘wrap-around’ windscreen, and 



You can personalise your MG3 

inside it one of largest and most spacious 
cabins in the Supermini class. 

You get six airbags, electronic stability 
control, corner brake control and traction 
control, all as standard. 

Buyers can also design their own MG3 with 
a wide range of colours, exterior graphics, 
interior colour packs and part-leather 
upholstery created by the UK design team 
and inspired by the British fashion industry. 

There are four models in the MG3 line up 
and a full range of options and accessories. 

At the top of the range is the MG3 3Style+, 
with premium 16” ‘Diamond’ alloy wheels and 
a sports body styling pack that includes a rear 
boot spoiler and side sill extensions. 

Standard high-tech convenience features 
include cruise control, automatic lights and 
windscreen wipers and reverse parking 
sensors. In addition, the MG3 3Style+ now 
comes with leather seats as standard. 

The mid-range MG3 3Form includes air 
conditioning, cruise control, DAB radio, 


Bluetooth and audio streaming, a leather MG- 
design steering wheel with red stitching and 
steering wheel audio controls all as standard, 
over and above the entry model specification. 

For those who want top-of-the range looks 
but find the high level of equipment in a 3Form 
is enough, then there is the MG3 3Form Sport. 
This includes all the features of the mid-range 
3Form plus the sports body styling pack and 
16” ‘Carousel’ alloy wheels. The entry model 
MG3 3Time features a CD player with MP3 
compatibility and Aux-in facility. 

All models are powered by a sporty 106PS 
petrol engine with a five-speed manual 


gearbox and have the same great MG chassis 
designed to make driving the MG3 a bit more 
fun than your average small car. 

The car will easily cope with tall people in its 
airy cabin and the front seats are exceptionally 
comfortable, especially for longer journeys. 

No wiggling about when caught in jams on 
motorways, I found. 

This five-door supermini is fun, sure-footed, 
a comfortable ride on all types of road and a 
great all-rounder. 

Prices start at £8,695, with the top-of-the- 
range model retailing at £11,695 - almost 
£5,000 cheaper than many competitors. 


Toyota plug-in-hybrid ready 
today with future mobility 



The Toyota Prius Plug-in Hybrid 
shines in the latest ADAC EcoTest 
comparison: the only one out of 
the five plug-in models tested to 
achieve five stars. 

For both pollutants as well as 
for C02 emissions (combined 
consumption of 1.01/100km + 7.2 
kWh/100km with 22 g/km C02 or 
3.41/100km with 79g/km C02 with 
depleted battery) the Prius Plug-in 
surpassed competitors by a large 
margin. 

Refined 

Impressive also is the gap to the 
closest competitor: 2 environmental 
stars and 30 points (13 for pollutants 
and 17 for C02), illustrate the 
difference. 

The result of the Autoclub is clear: 
“From the environmental point of view, 
we can conclude that only the Toyota 
Prius Plug-in is a real Green Machine”. 

The specially refined fourth 
generation hybrid is responsible for 
the fundamentally low electric power 
and fuel consumption: the 68 kW EV 
motors combined with a 1.81 petrol 
Atkinson-cycle engine bring the 
emissions to an extraordinarily low 
level. 

The results were 47 points out of 50 
for the pollutants and the maximum 
number of points for C02. 

The Toyota Prius Plug-in Hybrid, 
but also the fuel cell Mirai (hydrogen 
combined consumption of 0.76 kg/100 
km, combined electric consumption 
of 0 kWh/100 km and combined C02 
emissions of 0 g/km) along with the 


other hybrid models, that are now 
available in the eight model line-up in 
Europe, dominate the ADAC EcoTest 
top class results. The hybrid range 
already undercuts in Germany the 
2021 C02 targets of 95 g/km today - 
the Prius Plug-in and its siblings make 
it possible. 

Toyota hybrid models make an 


important contribution to Toyota’s 
Environmental Challenge 2050, for 
which the Japanese automotive 
manufacturer has set ambitious 
sustainability targets for almost all 
business areas. 

A key element here: reduce vehicle 
C02 emissions by 90 percent 
compared to 2010. 
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MOTORING 



The updated Mark II, bigger and more expensive than before 


Countryman is grown-up 
aimed at family market 





WHO WOULDNT PUT SAFETY FIRST? 


Record-breaking safety 
Ft rating for the all-new Volvo 

J V40 in Euro NCAP test 


BRINDLEY WOLVERHAMPTON 

West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507671 
brindley.co.uk/volvo 



YOU THOUGHT YOU 
COULDNT AFFORD 
A VOLVO... 

YOU CAN! 

The Volvo V40 T2 [122] 
R-Design 

£199 per month on Personal 
Contract Purchase with Volvo 
Car Credit 

Personal Contract Purchase 
Representative Example: V40 T2 R-Design 


Cash price of vehicle 

£19,840.00 

Customer deposit 

£3,000.00 

Manufacturer deposit contribution 

£1,000 

Total amount of credit 

£15,840.00 

Total charge for credit 

£1,892.00 

48 monthly payments 

£199 

Duration in months 

49 

One final payment (GFV) 

£8,180.00 

Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 

2.00% 

Representative APR 

3.9% 

Total amount payable 

£21,732.00 

Mileage per annum 

6,000 

Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile 


To find out more, contact Brindley 


Available with 3 YEARS COMPLIMENTARY 
SERVICING when purchased on Volvo Car 
Credit Personal Contract Purchase. 


Official fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 T2 R-Design (manual) in MPG (1/100km): Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51.4 (5.5). CO 2 Emissions 127g/km. 

MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 

Finance subject to status. Retail sales only. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject 
to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Volvo Car Credit RH1 1 SR. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. The service offer is 
only applicable when purchasing on Personal Contract Purchase with Volvo Car Credit. Offer is applicable to vehicles ordered between 01/07/2017 and 30/09/2017. Services must be carried out at a Volvo Authorised Repairer. Retail offer only. Excludes 
fleet operators and business users. See volvocars.co.uk for full terms and conditions. W. Brindley (Garages) Limited trading as Brindley Volvo is a credit broker (not a lender) - we can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected 
finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


By John Griffiths 


There are some who feel that MINI’S Countryman is 
a car too far: that it’s too big to be called a MINI at 
all. 

Yes, in terms of size and looks it’s the furtherest away 
from the 21st Century MINI hatchback launched by 
BMW but it has still proved a hit with buyers - in fact it’s 
the second-best selling model in the ‘new’ MINI range. 

It seems some critics still see ‘MINI’ as a single 
model: it fact today it is a brand which, like any other, 
has a number of models. There were buyers - perhaps 
former MINI hatchback owners now with growing 
families - who simply demanded more interior space. 

Plus buyers’ tastes have changed, and now the 
fastest-growing sector of the market by far is the SUV- 
styled vehicle: generally higher, roomier and with the 
option at least of four wheel drive. 

Step forward the Countryman, which has those 
qualities plus MINI DNA in its styling and it’s ‘fun to 
drive’ dynamics. It first hit the streets in 2010 but this 
spring the updated Mark II arrived - bigger and more 
expensive than before, with a higher quality interior 
and the ability to serve as a practical family car. It has 
moved up into the ‘C’ segment, a competitor for the 



The Countryman has a high quality interior 

vast range of SUVs out there (at least one from virtually 
every manufacturer). 

It comes with a range of petrol and diesel engine 
options, culminating with a new performance version, 
the 231 bhp John Cooper Works model with sporty 
trim to match its pretensions. All-wheel drive is an 
option with all engines and transmission options. It’s 
not manually selectable, but the lightweight system 
distributes torque on demand - that is, when the front 
wheels start to slip. 

Prices start from £23,045 but be careful when adding 
some of the multitude of options or option packs which 
can soon put the price up. The test car, for example, 
was an all-wheel drive version of the Cooper S diesel, 
with a base price if £28,990 - but added options put 
that up to a hefty £36,580 which puts it at the top end of 
the class where rivals are concerned. 

It was powered by a smooth 2.0 litre diesel turning 
out 190bhp and a useful 400Nm of torque, all of which 
is available from just 1,850rpm. That means it’s quick 
off the mark, responsive and flexible in a wide range of 
circumstances. It’s 0 to 62mph sprint time is a nifty 7.7 
seconds, yet it is capable of up to 60mpg with a C02 
rating of 133g/km for the all-wheel drive version. 

The Countryman is significantly bigger, taller and 
heavier than its hatchback sibling so can’t match that 
car’s excellent dynamics, but while it feels larger to 
drive it is still up there with the best in the SUV class 
when it comes to handling and roadholding. Steering is 
quick and positive, and there is plenty of grip - with the 
benefit of four wheel drive on demand if it’s needed. A 
family car with fun factored in for the keen driver. 

But size is important in the family car market and the 
higher seating position, improved visibility and wase 
of access are all big reasons for the current love affair 
with SUVs. The new Countryman is longer and wider 
than its predecessor, with a longer wheelbase which 
means more space inside for up to five passengers. 
Luggage space (425 litres, extending to 1,309 litres with 
the rear seats folded), has also increased - by up to 
220 litres more in the latter configuration. There are also 
additional storage pockets around the cabin. 

The range of adjustment on the driver and front 
passenger seats has been increased, while there are 
now three fully seats on the rear bench. 

It addition to a full complement of airbags, the 
Countryman has a collision warning with emergency 
braking system, dynamic stability control, adaptive 
cruise control, pedestrian alert, road sign recognition 
and automatic dipping headlights. 

The Countryman is a the grown-up of the MINI family 
aimed firmly at growing families. 
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Ron Flowers unveils the new facilities with the Mayor and Mayoress of Stafford and club officials 


Looking at a tribute to founder Charlie Holt are committee members Graham Williams and Terry Homer 



Manager Sam Norton and under-21s boss Steve Barrow 



Harry Flowers and Brocton’s Joe Hartshorne 


Flowers helping Brocton 
to blossom for the future 


WOLVES legend Ron Flowers officially 
unveiled new facilities at a club where 
his grandson - now with Premier League 
Burnley - cut his teeth. 

England World cup winner Flowers, the old¬ 
est member of the 1966 squad, and who made 
467 games for the Molineux club, opened the 
£150,000 hospitality suite at Brocton FC’s Silk- 
more Lane. 

From a thistle-strewn wasteland to an 
award-winning football ground, it is fair to say 
the Badgers’ home has changed a bit over the 
past 10 years. 

The hospitality suite marks the latest stage 
in its development. 

The facility was funded by grants from the Premier 
League’s Football Stadia Improvement and Sport 
England and is the perfect present for a club which 
will next month mark its 80th birthday. 

The Badgers might have been relegated to the sixth 
tier of non-league football last season but there has 
been much to celebrate, not least in the departure 
to Burnley of two of their players, Aidan Stone and 
Ron’s grandson Harry. 

And with a fully licensed bar, the new facility also 
means pre and post-match routines will never be the 
same again. 

Custom 

“This gives people the chance to turn up a bit ear¬ 
lier for games and stay a bit later afterwards,” ex¬ 
plained chairman Brian Townsend. 

“Before now we have had to go to the pub after 
games. That was fine but we always wanted to have 
our own facility. 

“Of course, I’m guessing the pub might be a bit 
upset to lose our custom but I think they understand! 

“We are also trying to attract community groups to 
use the suite during the week. First and foremost we 
are a community amateur sports club. That is the way 
it has always been.” 

Townsend and the rest of Brocton’s hard-working 
and passionate committee of volunteers can look on 
with pride at the transformation brought to a site 
which was covered in knee-high thistles and graffiti 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“We don’t have a lot to of¬ 
fer players other than a good 
pitch to play on. Now we 
have a lot more to offer them 
as well.” 


when the club acquired a 30-year lease in 2006. For 
the few years prior to that, the Badgers had lived a 
somewhat nomadic existence. 

Formed in 1937, the club was for years based in the 
village of Brocton before the success of the team ne¬ 
cessitated a change of venue in order to comply with 
the ground regulations for higher leagues. 

The first switch was to Rowley Park Stadium in 
Stafford and then to Cannock Stadium, before a brief 
spell at Heath Hayes’ Newlands Lane ground. 

Finally, after discussions with Staffordshire Coun¬ 
cil and Police Authority, a lease was acquired for the 
former Police Grounds on Silkmore Lane - though 
the hard work was just beginning. 

The site, which sits some two miles south of Staf¬ 
ford town centre, had been allowed to go fallow after 
the police moved out in the late 1990s. 

A £58,750 grant from the Big Lottery Fund got the 
ball rolling and allowed the club to build changing 
rooms. Football returned to the site for the 2008-09 
season, when Brocton’s first team were playing in the 
Midland Combination League. 

“We have always tried to attract players with the 
facilities we have,” said Townsend. 

“They are now obviously much better than before. 
That is the most we can offer. We can’t pay players. 
It is for them to aim at a higher level. 

“The pitch is important. Our groundsman Terry 
Homer has been rated the best nationally since 2011 
at steps five and six of the non-league pyramid. 

“We do invest a lot of money into the ground and 


the pitch itself. We have cutting machines. We don’t 
have a lot to offer players other than a good pitch 
to play on. Now we have a lot more to offer them as 
well.” 

Townsend’s own association with the club stretches 
back more than 50 years to when he was a player. 

He is not the only one who has stuck around. Pres¬ 
ident Graham Williams and groundsman Homer, who 
is also club secretary, have also racked up more than 
50 years with the club. 

Former chairman Lionel Morris, who first played 
for the club in the 1940s, is still a regular attendee, 
while Barbara and Brian Chandler work tirelessly to 
ensure kits are washed and programmes are printed. 

“There does seem to be something about this place 
which keeps people around,” said Townsend. 

“The club’s founder Charlie Holt was very adept at 
getting people involved and that seems to have been 
continued.” 

Brocton began their season on Saturday with an FA 
Cup extra preliminary round tie at Cadbury Athletic, 
which they won 3-0. 

Sam Norton has taken charge of first-team affairs 
and is targeting a top six finish following relegation 
from the Midland Premier Division last term. 

Catastrophe 

The fall to Division One was a disappointment yet 
far from a catastrophe for the Badgers, who were 
able to claim a significant coup when the Clarets 
came calling for keeper Stone and defender Flowers. 
They were both back at Silkmore Lane as Burnley 
took their under-23s squad for a friendly, winning the 
game 3-1 in front of a 200-strong crowd. 

“Things like that are almost unprecedented,” said 
Townsend. “I can’t think of many who have made the 
jump from our level to the Premier League. 

“Of course we are ambitious and want to get to the 
next level but only if we can sustain it. 

“We want to be stable financially and sustainable 
with playing strength. We need to keep growing our 
own players. That really is our aim. 

“We want one of the best grounds at the level we 
play and to give young people the best opportunity to 
advance in football. 

“Harry and Aidan are examples of that. We are on 
that track.” 


Boxing bill down but 
not out after injuries 

A SPATE of home corner withdrawals forced a professional boxing show in 
Dudley last week to be cancelled. The bill at The Venue, Dudley, has been 
rescheduled to September 29. 

Organisers were forced to pull the plug with just three fights left on the 
card due to injuries to Tyler Denny and Daryl Pearce. Only Les Byfield, 
Kane Baker and Ekow Essuman were clear to box. Essuman had already 
replaced Raza Hamza. 

Denny suffered a hand injury in training, putting paid to his six-round 
contest against Matthew Wigglesworth. The middleweight from Rowley 
Regis will concentrate on his next contest, a Midlands middleweight title 
fight against Tom Stokes on September 30. 

Super feather Byfield is set to be a part of the next Venue show, as will 
Pearce, who will first focus on a battle with Conor Benn on September 1. 

Tickets for last weekend can be exchanged for a full refund, or will be 
valid for the next show. For more information, go to the point of purchase. 


On Edge of glory as 
Tom crosses ocean 

A WOLVERHAMPTON teenager is heading across the pond to fulfil his 
ambition of becoming a professional footballer. Tom Edge, aged 18, has 
secured a four-year scholarship at Campbellsville University, Kentucky. 

The former AFC Telford United youngster, who was previously on Wal¬ 
sall’s book as a teenager, will combine a degree in sports management with 
playing for the university’s soccer team, Campbellsville Tigers. 

His proud father, Andy, said: “Their first game is at the end of August. 
He is going to be doing a degree in sports management. It’s a full-scholar¬ 
ship, so a four-year degree. He’ll be getting a good education, while playing 
football for a side that has the facilities of a proper club.” 

Tom, who moved to Telford from Perton, recently completed his sixth 
form studies at Codsall Community High School. There he combined his 
studies with playing regular football for the school’s team and as part of the 
two-year course, he went out to America to play in a tournament. As well as 
playing for Codsall, he started off last season with AFC Telford’s first team. 


Aces on track for a 
night of fundraising 

WEDNESFIELD Aces are on track for a fundraising night next month. 
The cycle speedway side is making the final preparations for the event in 
memory of Steph Clarke on September 15. 

Mrs Clarke died in November 2016 at the same time as Wednesfield was 
enjoying its new Christmas lights - she had been the driving force behind 
its fundraising. She had been involved in several community projects in¬ 
cluding the Aces, Hands on Wednesfield and volunteered at the Ashmore 
Community Centre as well as running photography classes and working 
full-time as a social media trainer. Steph and her husband James founded 
the community website wvll.co.uk 

Sixteen riders will compete in five heats each in a handicap formula 
under the floodlights at the club’s Ashmore Park home. Each participant 
is expected to raise £50 and there will be a collection bucket and a raffle on 
the evening in aid of Compton Hospice. All riders will take home an award 
and the overall winner will take home the Steph Clarke Challenge Shield. 
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Heathens are 
united with 
trust in plan 

CRADLEY director Nigel Pearson in¬ 
sists they are fully supportive of the 
planning application submitted by the 
Cradley Speedway Supporters’ Trust. 

Pearson says previous issues with the 
trust have been left in the past and they 
will continue to back the plans to bring 
speedway back to the area. And although 
he still has concerns regarding how re¬ 
ceptive Sandwell Council will be to the 
idea of the new track, he is optimistic 
their objective could be achieved. 

Pearson said: “Many will wonder what 
the ‘issue’ has been between ourselves 
and the Trust, needless to say our views 
have been passed on to their board. 

“There have been many social media 
outbursts about ourselves as a manage¬ 
ment team. As far as we are concerned 
these matters have now been dealt with 
and we have a very sound mutual under¬ 
standing going forward and we will leave 
it at that. 

“During the many hours we have spent 
looking at sites and talking to council of¬ 
ficers and leaders - and this also applies 
to Bob Edwards, Chris Haynes, Tony 
Mole and others - dismissal of plans 
have been all too easy and convenient. 

“I note the Sandwell Council leader 
has already expressed concern about ob¬ 
jections from residents. I sincerely hope 
this proves not to be the case. 

“A new track is all we have ever 
wanted since we started this project 
eight seasons ago.” 

Cradley are next in action against Bir¬ 
mingham at Monmore in a crunch derby 
clash on Monday, August 21. 

Brummies stall as 
Eastbourne cross 
the winning line 

BATTLING Birmingham suffered a SO¬ 
SO defeat at Eastbourne on Saturday 

The Surestop Brummies came close to 
earning a consolation point but eventu¬ 
ally left the tricky Arlington circuit emp¬ 
ty-handed. 

It was nonetheless an encouraging 
performance from Graham Drury’s side 
in what is notoriously one of the tough¬ 
est fixtures on the calendar. 

Powerhouse trio Jack Parkin- 
son-Blackburn, Liam Carr and Tom 
Bacon all bagged double figures. 

But they simply didn’t receive enough 
support from the lower order despite 
their best efforts. 

Team boss Drury said: “We went 
there believing we could get something, 
but unfortunately we didn’t quite have 
enough tonight.” 

The Brummies will be back in action 
when they head to Plymouth tomorrow 
(Friday), before hosting Mildenhall next 
Wednesday. 

EASTBOURNE 50: Jake Knight 15, Matthew Bates 
11 +2, Tom Brennan 10+1, Charlie Saunders 6+4, Geor- 
gie Wood 6+1, Mark Baseby 2, Charley Powell r/r. 
BIRMINGHAM 39: Jack Parkinson-Blackburn 12, Liam 
Carr 10+2, Tom Bacon 10, David Mason 4+1, Taylor 
Hampshire 2, Layne Cupitt 1+1, Macauley Leek 0. 


Former champions are back on the ball 



Oldbury United line up before a pre-season game 


EIGHT years after they were forced to fold, for¬ 
mer champions Oldbury United are returning to 
the West Midlands football league. 

The club, who once played in the Southern 
League, began their season against Church Stret- 
ton. Home games are played at Bluebell Road in 
Cradley Heath. 

“They went into administration eight years 
ago,” said assistant manager Chris Butts. “It was 
owned by some committee members who signed 
the ground and the social club over to themselves. 
They lost their ground and couldn’t relocate and 


ended up folding.” The club has been restored 
by Tividale football academy chairman Keith 
Thompson because he wants a pathway for his 
Tividale Football Academy youngsters. But as 
Tividale have a first team already, a new name 
was needed. 

“Being an Oldbury lad, I knew United folded in 
2009, and they were a really strongly recognised 
club at the time,” he said. 

Butts, 25, is assistant to 27-year-old Anthony 
Hickinbottom. The pair met five years ago on an 
FA Level 2 coaching course run by Albion. 


PIIIIS REJECTS 
FIELD OFFERS 


ALBION have been forced to 
reject several offers from low¬ 
er-league clubs to take prom¬ 
ising midfielder Sam Field on 
loan. 

Norwich City, Derby County, Barnsley, Shef¬ 
field United, and MK Dons have all shown inter¬ 
est in taking the 19-year-old midfielder for the 
season. 

Tony Pulis is eager to get Field regular first- 
team football but the Baggies have not yet re¬ 
placed departed skipper Darren Fletcher in 
central midfield, and so the Welshman has reluc¬ 
tantly said no to all offers so far. 

The England youth team player made nine 
first-team appearances last season, and is now 
Pulis’s third-choice central midfielder behind 
Jake Livermore and Claudio Yacob. Although 
Chris Brunt and James Morrison can also play 
in central midfield, Morrison is returning from 
injury and Brunt is often needed either on the 
wing or at full-back. 

Some of the disappointed clubs have since 
taken their loan deals off the table. 

Field is not the only youngster being kept at 
the club while Albion search for new players. 

Walsall are one of many clubs to approach 
the Baggies about 18-year-old forward Tyler 
Roberts, who enjoyed a successful loan spell at 
Shrewsbury Town last season. 

Winger Jonathan Leko has also garnered in¬ 
terest, but has been kept back so far. This is a 
familiar situation for both Leko and Field, who 
had to turn down loan deals from Championship 
clubs in January because the squad was too thin. 

Pulis has been forced to play plenty of academy 
players in pre-season thanks to a series of minor 
injuries to his senior players. 

Although the majority of his squad will be fit 
in time for Bournemouth, he has just 15 senior 
players on the books he is willing to use. 

He hopes to get enough bodies in during this 
window to allow his youngsters to go out on loan. 

“They need to get out and learn about the finer 
arts of professional football,” he said. 



Local rivalries were put to one side at Villa Park on Saturday as Gabby Agbonlahor showed 
support for his friend, Wolves goalkeeper Carl Ikeme. The Aston Villa striker celebrated his goal against 
Hull City by holding aloft a t-shirt with the message: ‘Get well soon, thinking of you’ and a pic¬ 
ture of Carl, 31, who is battling leukaemia. After the game, the 30-year-old said: “It was nice to 
score for my friend Carl Ikeme, who’s suffering from leukaemia, so it was a big day for me.” 


Albion hope to bag Barry in two-year deal 


ALBION are trying to lure for¬ 
mer Villa midfielder Gareth 
Barry to The Hawthorns with 
a two-year contract and the 
promise of first-team football. 

The 36-year-old is considering 
his future at Everton follow¬ 
ing Ronald Koeman’s summer 
spending spree that has brought 
in midfielder Davy Klaassen 
from Ajax. Barry was already 


battling it out with Morgan Sch- 
neiderlin, Idrissa Gueye, Tom 
Davies, and James McCarthy, 
although he started 23 Premier 
League games last season. 

He has one year left on his 
Everton contract but Baggies 
boss Tony Pulis, who wants to 
replace departed skipper Darren 
Fletcher, is willing to give him a 
two-year deal. Gareth McAuley, 


James Morrison, Nacer Chadli 
and Chris Brunt didn’t travel 
to Spain for the final warm-up 
against Deportivo La Coruna 
and then Jonny Evans pulled 
out with a tight hamstring. 

But Pulis has been boosted by 
his medical team, who are confi¬ 
dent everyone will be fit for the 
season-opener against Bourne¬ 
mouth. 


Boxers get 
set for big 
showdown 

BOXERS are on the Edge of Glory as 
the new season gets under way at the 
Banks’s Stadium on September 1. 

‘Edge of Glory’, promoted by BCB 
Promotions, is a seven-fight card featur¬ 
ing a number of up-and-coming fighters, 
including local boy Sam Evans, trained 
by Ricky Hatton. 

Wednesbury welterweight Evans has 
recorded nine straight victories since 
turning professional less than two years 
ago and has his sights set on major hon¬ 
ours during the new campaign. 

Stablemate, Irishman Chris Blaney, 
7-0, will also be looking to get himself in 
the mix at super middleweight. 

Newark super middleweight Chad 
Sugden, a former world champion kick- 
boxer, is also back in action. 

Old Hill super featherweight, Manny 
Zaber (10-1) features as he looks to stay 
in shape ahead of a mooted Midlands 
Area showdown with Black Country 
rival Les Byfield in the new season. 

West Bromwich light heavyweight, 
Josh Stokes (3-0), will be looking to build 
on a solid debut boxing season this time 
around. Stokes has fought three times 
already this year. 

Chasetown lightweight, Luke Jones 
(3-1-1), and Derby lightweight, Sahib 
Singh Mann (3-0), complete the card. 

Standard tickets for ‘Edge of Glory’, 
priced at £35, are available by calling the 
boxers. £60 VIP tickets for tables of ten, 
with food, are available by calling the 
boxer or Walsall FC Box Office on 01922 
651 414/416. 

Reece's fantastic 
raceatlamworth 

YOUNG Black Country Triathlete 
Reece Ashfield had a fantastic race again 
this weekend at the BRAT Sprint Tri¬ 
athlon held at Cliff Lakes in Tamworth. 
He came home second overall in a time 
of 1:04:13 following a 750m open water 
swim, 22km bike and 5km run; his run 
time was a fast 15:45. 

Slightly further afield David Nash 
competed in The Cowman middle dis¬ 
tance race in Emberton Country Park. 
The race started at Emberton Sailing 
clubs with a 1.9km swim in the lake be¬ 
fore heading out on the two lap 92km 
bike from Olney, finishing with a 21km 
run around the lake. 
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An education based on the values of social justice, personal development 
and the common good. 

Newman University provides a wide range 
of undergraduate and postgraduate courses 
including Accounting & Finance; Business & 

Management; Childhood Studies; Counselling; 

Criminology; Drama; Early Childhood Education 
and Care; Education Studies; English; Health 
and Social Care; History; Mathematics; 

Philosophy; Psychology; Social Science; Sport; 

Teacher Training (QTS); Theology; Working 
with Children, Young People and Families; 

Youth and Community Work. 


Students experience a diverse range 
of learning methods including lectures, 
seminars, group work, fieldwork, projects, 
research and tutorials; this approach to 
teaching will furnish you with important 
transferable skills ranging from critical 
thinking to research skills, problem solving 
to practical application of knowledge, and 
data analysis to team working. These skills 
will enable the carving out of a career of 
choice within an increasingly competitive 
graduate employment market. 

Studying at Newman will build your 
confidence, shape your individuality and 
raise your potential. We will provide you 
with opportunities that will inform your 
learning and a platform for your ideas 
to flourish so that you leave Newman 
as a capable graduate ready to make 
a significant impact in the world. 

Graduate Employment 

Newman University prides itself on 
providing quality education and 
encouraging students to fulfil their 
potential, equipped to make a contribution 
to society. Our philosophy is to ensure 
that you graduate as a confident 
entrepreneur in whatever field you choose. 
In recognition of the need to prepare you 
for a rewarding career and to maximise the 


Newman University is a friendly, local, single campus university on 
the edge of the Black Country, just one or two junctions down the M5 
corridor and also accessed via local public transport networks. With 
excellent graduate employment and student satisfaction rates, our small 
interactive classes and supportive environment, mean at Newman you 
are treated as an individual and not as a number. Once you have your 
A level, BTEC, Access or other results, call our hotline to see if we have 
vacancies on a course of your choice starting this September. 

Find out more about a subject of interest by visiting our website at 
www.newman.ac.uk. Each subject area has a short 2-3 minute 
video where lecturers and students give an insight to courses and 
subjects and what it is like to study at Newman. 



Student Centred Learning 

Newman University marks the next 
stage of your journey to achieve your 
academic aspirations and prepare you 
for the world beyond higher education. 
From the outset we encourage students 
to engage with theories and concepts, 
discuss ideas with tutors and become 
the self-motivated learners and creative 
thinkers that employers are looking for. 

We want you to be challenged whilst 
exploring specific aspects of your 
subject and develop your own thoughts 
and theories. This is conducted within 
a supportive learning environment that 
will encourage independent learning 
and thinking. 

We set our academic standards high, 
to ensure we are teaching the latest 
developments in the field. A university 
education at Newman is not only about 
exploring information, theories and 
academic principles. Newman uses an 
interactive teaching style which places 
students at the heart of learning. This 
teaching style facilitates discussion 
around the subject and encourages 
students to be active in their learning 
and identify solutions to problems 
and issues. 
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opportunities open to you after graduation, 
a key feature of our undergraduate 
degrees at Newman is a compulsory 
work related module. 

Work Placement 

All students undertake a work placement 
as part of their 3 year degree, allowing 
them to contextualise their studies and put 
what they have learned into a real world 
context, which has benefits for both the 
employer and student. This experience 
contributes to Newman consistently 
having one of the best graduate 
employment rates of UK universities. 

The work placement not only provides 
you with valuable graduate level 
experience of work within an area you 
may be considering for a career, but is 
a key asset when applying for jobs. 

As a graduate you will have the skills and 
a deeper understanding of your discipline, 
so you can adjust to the challenges of the 
future and stand out from the crowd. With 
work placement modules built into all our 
degree programmes, it’s no surprise that 
Newman has a consistently high graduate 
employment record. 

As a Newman student you could take part 
in work experience in a variety of inspiring 


destinations all over the world including 
The Gambia, Australia, USA and India. 

A little closer to home, students have 
worked with a vast array of UK employers 
and for many students this has led to 
regular paid employment. 

Student Life 

Newman offers you all the ingredients to 
ensure academic success but it’s up to 
you to get involved and make the most 
of your time at university to become a 
well-rounded graduate. 

For many students commuting to 
university is a cost-effective option and all 
students whether in Halls of Residence 
or commuting, still get to enjoy and 
actively participate in the thriving student 
community on campus. 

Living in halls is a great place to 
experience university life and enjoy your 
freedom. Halls of residence are located 
on site at the heart of university, so you 
will be part of a safe environment and 
conveniently close to your classes. 

You can expect a fully furnished room 
with free WiFi, in standard and ensuite 
options. Access to communal kitchen 
and living areas provides additional social 



space which adds to the close community 
feel. With current rates from £4,280 per 
academic year, living in halls of residence 
is an attractive financial option. New 
halls of residence due to be completed 
in Spring 2018 are currently under 
construction to provide a greater range 
and capacity for student accommodation. 

Campus Life 

Our self-contained campus means you 
can relax, unwind or party with like-minded 
people in a friendly environment. Providing 
an additional open social space, the 
Atrium is home to our vibrant cafe serving 
the popular Starbucks beverages. It’s an 
ideal place to grab a morning coffee, a 
bite to eat or to socialise with friends. For 
something more substantial, the Sanctuary 
cafe is the place to be and it also provides 
the perfect spot to enjoy the sunshine 
in the surrounding gardens. Our on-site 
Senses bar is the social hub for Newman 
students. By day the bar is home to comfy 
surroundings so you can socialise with 
friends, play pool, listen to music or watch 
the big screen. By night the bar plays host 
to a variety of events including talent shows, 
bands, comedy acts and theme nights 
which appeal to all audiences. Friday nights 
are particularly entertaining, with live acts 
and a late bar. 


Your Students’ Union 

As a new student the Union will welcome 
you during freshers’ fortnight - probably 
the best introduction you could have to 
Newman. The bustling freshers’ fair is the 
perfect introduction to the clubs, teams and 
societies that are on offer and a chance 
to grab some freebies. Our societies and 
sport teams are a great way to meet new 
friends, and with a variety of daytime and 
night-time entertainments, there are more 
opportunities on offer here at Newman than 
just your course. 

To find out more about Newman University 
and the courses on offer, please visit 

www.newman.ac.uk where you can also 
request a prospectus. 


Newman is the top English 
university for graduate 
employment 1 year and 3 
years after graduation and 
remains in the top ten, 

5 years after graduation. 

Source: Graduate outcomes by degree and 
university: Department of Education December 
2016. Proportion of graduates in sustained 
employment with or without further study 
(excludes self-assessment). 09/10, 10/11 and 
12/13 cohorts. Latest figures available. 
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BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance 

BA (Hons) Applied Social Science 

BA (Hons) Business and Management 

BA (Hons) Counselling Studies and Working with 
Children, Young People and Families 

BA (Hons) Criminology 

BA (Hons) Drama and Education 

BA (Hons) Drama and English 

BA (Hons) Drama, Theatre and Applied Performance 

BA (Hons) Early Childhood Education and Care 

BA (Hons) Education and Counselling Studies 

BA (Hons) English 

BA (Hons) English Literature 

BA (Hons) English and Creative Writing 

BA (Hons) English and Education 

BA (Hons) English and Theology 

BSc (Hons) Health and Social Care 

BA (Hons) History 

BA (Hons) History and Education 

BA (Hons) History and Theology 

BSc (Hons) Mathematics 

BA (Hons) Philosophy, Religion and Education 

BSc (Hons) Psychology 

BSc (Hons) Psychology and Childhood Studies 

BSc (Hons) Psychology and Counselling Studies 


BA (Hons) Sport and Education 

BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Psychology 

BSc (Hons) Sport Coaching Science 

BA (Hons) Sport Coaching Science and Tournament Golf 

BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Science 

BA (Hons) Sport and Exercise Studies 

BA (Hons) Studies in Primary Education 

BA (Hons) Theology 

BA (Hons) Theology and Education 

BA (Hons) Working with Children, Young People and Families 

BA (Hons) Working with Children, Young People and 

Families/International Social Work (dual award) 
BA (Hons) Working with Children, Young People and 
Families and Education 
BA (Hons) Youth and Community Work 
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BA (Hons) Primary Education (QTS) - Early Years (age 3-7) 

BA (Hons) Primary Education (QTS) - Primary (age 5-11) 

PGCE Primary (QTS) 

PGCE Secondary (QTS): 

Computer Science / English / Geography / Maths / PE / 

RE / Science (Biology / Chemistry / Physics) 

School Direct (QTS) - Primary and Secondary routes 
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Call our clearing hotline between 
9.00am and 5.00pm 

0121 222 8649 

and live from 7.00am on 
Thursday 17th August, on results day 
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